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:  The  American  Presbyterian  Mission 

(North  India) 


Secretary. 


GWALIOR 

18  October, 1934  india. 

I# -'dear  lir^Sneer  t  ^ 

7hile  at  General  Board  Meeting  in  Eatehgarh  we 
learned  the-  tragic  news  of  the  assasination  of  Mr. Elliott  Speer. 

3 .E.Kukerj i  at  once  spoke  of  sending  you  a  cablegram  but  we  decided 
to  wait  a  day  or  two  to  have  the  dreadful  news  authenticated.  The 
home  letters  brought  several  clippings  to  Fatehgarh  folks.  On  my  way 
to  Eatehgarh  I  read  the  first  part  of  the  British  weekly  of  Sept.ifD. 
Had  I  looked  through  it  I  would  have  been  able  to  authenticate  the 
news  at  once, a  thing  which  I  discovered  on  my  return  journey. 

,/e  'could  hardly  allow  ourselves  to  believe  such  a 
thing.  One  feels  like  not  accepting  it, and  by  disbelieving  it, thus 


to  revoke  it. 
given  to  us  to 


But  whatever  God’s  will  is, in  such  a  tragedy, it  is  not 


undo  deeds  either  good  or  bad.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
wew  ere  all  shocked  and  stopped  as  it  were  in  a  suspended  hesitation, 
as  if  ti  ;ie  should  be  turned  back.  But  we  know  that  only  his  body  was 
destroyed  and  no  harm  done  to  his  pure  and  energetic  soul.  We  comfort 
ourselves  with  the  thought  that  God’s  grace  and  Christ's  fellowship  have 
been  very  near  and  ouite  abundant  for  you  all  and  for  his  widow, 
has  only  one  balm, the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

It  was  never  my  good  fortune  to  meet  your 
Mukerji  mentioned  over  and  over  that  he  had  met  him  in  Mt, 

Had  a  good  meeting  with  lots  of  problems. 

fours  very  sincerely, 


oorrow 


son.  E.K. 
Hermon. 


OCT  31  18» 


C.  H.  ALLEN, 


Minion  Secretary 


J.  <fi  all*- 

THE  PERSIA  MISSION 
of  the 

PRESBYTEK1AN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 
Hemadan,  Persia 


October  8,  1334. 


My  dea.:c  Dr. 


Speer, 


I  was  shocked,  and.  horrified  a  few  minutes  ago  to 
open  letters  from  Robert  and  from  relatives  near  Buffalo  to 
find  in  each  newspaper  clippings  reporting  the  terrible 
death  that  overtook  your  son  Blliott  at  Mt.  Harmon.  .  How- 
such  a  thing  as  that  could  happen  seems  altogether  incom¬ 
prehensible,  and  why  a  kind  heavenly  Father  should  allow 
it  to  happen  is  one  of  the  things  we  snail  have  to  wait  .o 
have  explained. 

That  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  have  the  sympathy  and 
prayers  of  every  one  of  us  in  the  Persia  Mission  goes  with¬ 
out  saying.  I  am  trying  in  some  small  way  to  give  expres- 


this  feeling  in  a  cablegram  which  I  an 


sending  tm  s 


sion  to 

afternoon  as  follows:  "Inculcate,  Mew  York.  Convey  the 
sincere  sympathy  of  this  Mission  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Speer.  Sym¬ 
pathise  with  you  deeply;  see  II  These.  2:16-17". 


snow 

I  went 


I  only  wish 
how  deeply  I  feel 


that 

for 


I  mi 
you. 


j;ht 

The 


add 


some  word 


that  would 
through  which 
wneii  it  seemed  as  if  the  bottom  just 


experience 


seven  years  ago, 

dropped  out  of  things,  has  enabled  me  to  enter  more  fully  into 
other  people's  sorrows.  Gladly  yould  I  share  with  you  the 
sympathy  born  of  those  days. 


Please  convey  to  Mrs.  Speer  also  from  both  Mrs. 
Allen  and  myself  our  sincerest  sympathy. 

Most  cordially  yours, 


c.  -v. 
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CO-OPERATING  MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 
METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
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Dr.  Speer 

** , 

156  Fifth  Ave. 

Hew  iork  City 

Dear  Dr.  And  Mrs*  Speer 

We  have  been  greatly  shocked  by  the  reports  of  the  death  of 
your  son  uliot  under  such  tragic  circumstances  and  today  I  read 
the  Board's  letter  to  the  Missionaries  in  all  its  fields. 

While  I  am  sure  you  have  been  receiving  an  almost  uncountable 

vet-) 

number  of  consolatory  letters ^Krs.  Avison  and  1,^  must  now, 
even  though  somewhat  late,  add  one  more  to  the  list,  jsiot  that  we 
can  add  even  one  helpful  thought  or  one  real  word  of  consolation 
for  all  these  have  been  already  said  or  writi  on,  but  simply  be¬ 
cause  wre  feel  with  you  and  Mrs*  Speer  and  all  your  family  and 
friends  the  personal  loss  to  you  and  the  social  loss  to  the  school^ 
and  the  Community  that  would  necessarily  follow'  his  death  under' 
any  circumstances  and  the  added  anguish  that  you  must  experience 
from  the  tragic  and  seemingly  unnecessary  accompaniments  of  his 
go ing. 

bo  doubt  there  was  behind  it  a  mind  unsettled  by  the  hardness 
of  life  and  undiscriminating  as  to  who  should  be  its  victim  - 
any  one  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  occupying  a  high  position 
might  have  been  selected  by  such  a  crazed  mind  for  none  of  us  can 
think  of  any  sane  mind  as  conceiving  a  real  reason  for  attacking 
such  a  man. 

Wo  join  our  prayers  with  those  of^reat  multitude  of  your 
friends  all  over  the  world  who  have  been  and  daily  praying  Goa 

to  comfort  you.  Yours  very  sincerely 
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Sidon,  October  11,  1934* 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 


Each  day  we  ask  our  loving  heavenly  Father  to 
comfort  you.  Our  love  for  you  gives  us  a  very  real  share  in 
your  sorrow.  Jessie  joins  me  in  deepest  sympathy  to  you  all, 
especially  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  to  Patty  whom  we  know.  How  much 
more  terrible  such  atrocities  are  to  us  when*^w&  touch  those 
whom  we  love  1  May  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
love  of  God / our  Father  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
be  with  you. 


I  want  to  thank  you  very  especially  for  your  kind 
letter  to  me  with  respect  to  the  work  we  are  doing  here,  I 
assure  you  that  it  is  the  hardest  task  I  ever  undertook.  May 
our  Lord  graciously  lead  us  in  carying  it  out. 

I  am  enclosing  for  you  a  copy  of  a  report  I  pre¬ 
pared  on  the  work  of  the  project  board.  Sometimes  we  need  to 
tear  a  house  down  inorder  to  repair  it  and  sometimes  we  pull 
down  but  a  part  of  it.  Which  method  to  p/gursue  is  difficult 
to  know.  'Who  has  wisdom  for  these  things? 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

R .C .Byerly 


R.  E.  Si*wef 

MV  •  rife 


'lln*  d  ?  \b(lojx 

WILLIAM  NEWTON  BLAIR 
PRESBYTERIAN  MISSION 
PYENGYANG,  KOREA 


AltS*  ■ 


act.  I2th.  1934. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  _i.ve.  N.Y, 


Dear  Dr.  Speer; 


T»7e  are  all  greatly  shocked  and  grieved  to 
learn  ox  the  death  of  your  son  at  the  hands  of  an  assassin. 

.. e  know  very  little  of  ^hati  happened;  the  newspaper 
account  received  here  indicates  that  the  perpetrator  of  the 
terrible  crime  was  unknown;  but  whatever  the  circumstances,  we 
know  that  a  heart  breaking  sorrow  has  come  to  youmand  your* 
family  and. we  want  you  to  know  that  all  our  hearts  go  out  to 
you  in  loving,  deepest  sympathy. 

May  the  G-od  of  all  comfort  and  grace  comfort  your 
hearts  and  help  you  bear  this  crushing  sorrow. 

with  our  earnest  prayers  and  loving  sympathy, 
Affectionately  yours 

cu*JL  <CeLXj^ 
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Buenos  Aires 
ARGENTINA 


October  17,  1934. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  USA.- 

My  dear  hr.  Speer: - 

A  letter  from  Inman  which  I  have  today  received 
has  brought  us  the  news  of  this  terrible  loss  you  have  had  in  the 
death  of  Elliott.  I  can  not  tell  you  with  how  great  sorrow  I  have 
learned  of  this  awful  thing!  As  you  know,  I  had  a  very  great  affection 
for  Elliott,  although  I  had  met  him  but  few  times  in  his  life.  But  he 
seemed  always  to  remember  me,  I  always  called  him  by  his  first  name, 
and  he  seemed  especially  near  to  me,  for  many  reasons.  Therefore,  the 
news  has  been  doubly  shocking. 

I  know  fully  that  one  can  not,  under  such  circumstances,  say  or  write 
anything  that  will  lessen  your  grief.  But  I  want  you  to  know  that  we 
are  both  deeply  grieved  and  look  on  your  loss  as  our  own,  in  a  very 
special  sense.  Nothing  we  or  others  may  express  can  help  you  and  Mrs. 
Speer  to  bear  up  under  this  burden  of  grief.  But  I  know  that  you  have 
other  Help  and  that  you  will  lay  the  burden  on  One  who  will  help  you 
bear  it.  Kay  He  have  you  in  His  special  keeping  during  these  terribly 
vacant  days  that  lie  ahead  of  you,  and  give  you  peace! 


Very  affectionately, 


CrvV^ 


Ml) 


Pyengyang  Union  Christian  Hospital 
Pvenavana.  Chosen  (Korea ) 


889  Lexington  Ave. 
New  York  City 
October  24th,  1934 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 


Dear  Doctor  Speer 

Just  a  note  to  accompany  the  enclosed 
announcement  card  which  is  self  explanatory.  I  want  you 
to  know  that  as  we  get  started  here  in  New  York  our 
interest  is  still  firmly  with  the  Board  and  we  look 
forward  to  the  opportunity  of  being  of  service  in  other 
ways  which  will  help  in  the  work  of  the  Kingdom. 

I  want  totake  this  opportunity  to  express 
the  sincere  sympathy  of  Mrs.  Bercovitz  and  myself 
for  you  at  this  time  of  great  trouble  in  connection 
with  the  death  of  your  dearly  beloved  son  who  was 
doing  such  a  fine  piece  of  work.  As  we  sorrow  for  you 
and  with  you  we  still  thank  God  for  your  life  and 
devotion  and  the  testimony  for  HIM  under  conditions 
of  stress  and  strain.  We  know  that  God  will  use  this 
experience  for  HIS  glory  and  to  the  advancement  of 
HIS  kingdom. 

We  are  living  in  New  Rochelle  and  trying  to 
build  up  a  practice  there  as  well  as  in  New  York  City. 

I  am  doing  especially  Internal  Medicine  and  diseases 
of  the  gastro-intestinal  tract  in  addition  to  Tropical 
Medicine . 


Faithfully  yours 


o 

BY 


I 

F  FI  C  E  HO 
APPOI  N  T 


s 

N  T 


Z.  BERCOVITZ,  M.  D. 


889  LEXINGTON  AVENUE 
N  EW  VO  R  K 

PHONE  RHINELANDER  4-2428 


30  EASTCHESTER  ROAD 
NEW  ROCHELLE,  N.  V. 


PHONE  HA 

Mi/vn^  r 


MILTON 


S  2  5  7 


DR.  Z.  BERCOVITZ  WISHES  TO  ANNOUNCE 
THAT  AFTER  FOUR  YEARS  AT  THE  PYENGYANG 
UNION  CHRISTIAN  HOSPITAL,  KOREA,  (JAPAN) 
AND  STUDY  AT  THE  LONDON  SCHOOL  OF 
TROPICAL  MEDICINE,  HE  WILL  RESUME 
PRACTICE  AT 
SS9  LEXINGTON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


BY  APPOINTMENT 


RHINELANDER  4-2428 


tfr'  <n*nvu>vuJ 

The  North  India  United  Theological  College 


Saharanpur,  U.P.,  India. 


My  dear  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer: 

Mr 8.  Bowman  and  I  wish  to  join  the  great 
company  of  your  friends  who  are  extending  to  you  in  these 
days  their  loving  sympathy.  We  had  never  met  Elliot  per¬ 
sonally.  But  we  have  often  heard  of  the  splendid  wort  that 
he  was  doing  at  Mt.Hermon,  and  since  the  Dodds  sent  their 
own  boys  there ,  we  had  been  thinking  of  the  possibility  of 
ours  going  there  to  be  under  his  ce,re. 


Lady  Ewing  read  me  the  other  day  in  Lahore 
a  part  of  a  letter  from  one  of  the  Lucas  boys,  in  which  he 
spoke  of  Elliot  as  "the  finest  man  I  have  ever  known".  I 
have  no  doubt  he  was  fully  worthy  of  that  tribute  from  a 
young  man  whose  life  he  in  some  measure  was  helping  to 
mould.  It  must^e  a  source  of  joy  to  you  to  know  of  this 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  a  younger  generation* 

Doubtless  he  had  fulfilled  the  commission 
that  had  been  given  him.  Though  it  seems  hard  to  us  that  the 
time  granted  him  was  so  short.  Ihe  time  given  any  of  us, 
however,  is  short  enough,  and  I  know  you  will  agree  that 
the  main  requisite  is  that  one  be  true  and  brave  while  that 
short  time  lasts.  I  am  sure  Elliot  was  both  of  these.  ^e 
rejoice  with  you  in  that. 

Please  he  assured  of  our  affection  and 
loving  interest  in  the  greatest  of  all  bonds-  "the  bonds  of 
Christ" . 


Affectionately  yours,  /[ 


(JlsCLA*' 


'^>— 2— • ■&/ 

ty-c^L  ^zzr 


Dr.  Mary  E.  Bradford 
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BUREAU  DU  DIRECTEUR 
DE  LA 

MISSION  PROTEST ANIE  AMERICAINE 


JAN  <88  ""It 


December  IS- 1934 . 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  City,  N.Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer; 


by  Mission: 


The  following  minute  was  unanimously  adopted 


A  few  months  have  passed  since  the  sad 
news  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Speer's  son  first  came  to 
us.  The  hearts  of  all  in  the  Mission  have  gone  out 
to  him  and  to  his  family  in  their  hours  of  great 
sorrow.  Assembled  here  in  Annual  Meeting  we  of  the 
West  Africa  Mission  would  pause  to  pay  tribute  to 
that  son  whom  we  knew  through  his  fatherland  through 
others  as  a  loyal  and  devoted  colleague  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  our  Lord. 

Dur  nation  has  lost  a  most  promising 
citizen  who  was  "spending  and  being  spent",  a  con¬ 
stantly  growing  influence  in  the  lives  of  many  young 
men  and  women  of  our  country,  portraying  for  them  in 
his  person  a  glorious  picture  of  a  radiant,  Christ- 
filled  life.  Our  Church  visible  has  lost  a  stalwart 
leader  of  its  youth,  whose  maturing  powers  were  being 
signally  blessed  by  the  Spirit  of  God  for  the  onward 
march  of  Christ's  cause  here  on  earth.  Our  Senior 
Secretary  and  his  family  have  suffered  a  loss  which, 
doubtless,  they  can  not  now  measure,  and  may  never 
be  able  to  measure. 

Here  we  would  be  saying  very  very  little, 
for  this  is  for  them  holy  ground.  Yet  would  we  wish 
that  we  be  permitted  to  pay  here  this  measure  of  our 
tribute,  to  this  young  prince  among  God's  noble  men. 

Not  only  so,  but  we  would  pause  now  as 
well  to  pay  our  tribute  to  the  noble  father  of  this 
noble  son.  His  life  has  been  to  us  as  to  many  many 
others  a  constant  inspiration  and  an  unending  joy.  We 
thank  God  for  this  manifestation  of  his  magnificent 
courage  and  unfaltering  faith  in  translating  so  great 
a  personal  sorrow  into  a  nobler  enrichment  of  life , 
not  only  for  himself,  but  for  others  as  well*,  and 
thanking  God  we  pray  that  His  grace  may  ever  continue 
to  be  in  the  future  as  it  has  been  in  the  past  sufficient 
for  this  faithful,  fruitful  servant  of  Christ's  and  the 
Church. 


Dr.  Speer  -  page  #2 


This  is  but  a  small  expression  of  our 
deep  sympathy,  and  we  assure  you  the  prayers  of  the 
Mission  have  been  constantly  offered  on  your  behalf 
and  that  of  your  family. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


tlj 


The  following  minutes  were  adopted  by  the  Central  and  South  Brazil 
Missions  at  their  annual  meetings: 


Central  Brazil  -  Annual  Meeting  December  12-22,  1934: 

"  The  Mission  has  heard  with  emotion  and  deep  sorrow  the  news  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Elliott  Speer.  It  desires  to  associate  itself  with  the  Board's  beautiful 
minute  and  extends  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer  and  their  family  and  to  Mrs. 
Elliott  Speer  its  profound  sympathy  with  them  in  their  loss.  " 


South  Brazil  -  Annual  Meeting  December  27,  1934  -  January  7,  1935: 

"The  Mission  would  express  to  our  friends.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Speer  and  family, 
and  to  Mrs.  Elliott  Speer  and  family,  our  sincere  sympathy  with  them  in  the  bitter 
hour  through  which  they  passed  in  the  mysterious  death  of  Dr.  Elliott  Speer.  But 
we  trust  that  the  removal  of  a  man  whose  life  was  so  powerfully  influencing  young 
men  and  women  is  a  promotion  to  wider  usefulness  in  the  fuller  life  beyond.  We 
pray  that  these  our  friends  who  came  with  their  loving  words  of  sympathy  to  all 
of  us  who  also  have  gone  through  deep  waters,  may  receive  in  their  hour  of  trial 
blessed  consolation  from  our  Father,  the  'God  of  all  consolation.'  May  their 
hearts  be  strengthened  to  continue  their  ministry  of  love.  " 
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Trang,  Siam, 

Novembei  15,195* 

Rev.  Robert  E. Speer,  D.D. 

156  5th  Avenue 

New  York  City, 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer, 

You  have  held  so  important  a  place  in 
my  affection  and  esteem  for  nearly  forty  years,  in  my 

4 

thoughts  and  influencing  my  actions  more  than  any 
other  one  man,  that  I  cannot  help  this  intrusion.  The 
news  has  just  reached  me  of  your  tragic  loss  I  have 
not  the  words  to  express  the*  grief  it  caused  me  or  the 
sympathy  I  should  like  to  express.  Your  closeness  to 
Christ  has  I  know  enabled  you  to  trust  and  to  bear  as  I 
wish  all  or  us  could  do  when  outr  time  of  so r row- 
come  s  . 

Very  sincerely, 


J,  ,  G_.  ^ 

j 


Mi 


i J'jf 


EDWARD  BLAIR,  M.  D. 
AMERICAN  HOSPITAL 
TEHERAN,  PERSIA 


Oct.  8,  1934. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

We  have  just  heard,  the  sad  news  of  the  tragedy  in  your 
family.  There  is  little  we  can  say  or  do  which  might  help  ease  tne 
heartache  of  Mrs.  Speer  and  yourself,  hut  we  want  to  remina  you  that 
we  are  part  of  the  sympathetic  host  who  feel  somewhat  of  the  shock  of 
your  bereavement,  and  who  wish  there  were  something  we  could  do  abort* 

•  L  * 

1  *  enhanced 

We  wish  you  the  strength  and  fortitude  wnich  have  been 
by  a  life  of  service  to  man  and  communion  with  God. 


Yours  truly, 


(Mrs.  Samuel  C. /Bartlett 


IMADEGAWA,  TERAMACHI  NlSHl. 
Kyoto,  Japan 
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1888  North  Fourth  Street 
Col umh us,  Ohio 

November  14,  1934. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 

156  Fifth  Avenue 

New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Friends: 

Since  we  heard  of  the  tragedy  of  your  son's 
death  two  months  ago  today  we  have  not  been  unmindful  of 
your  sorrow;  and  in  our  morning  devotions  we  have  remem¬ 
bered  you  by  name  asking  the  good  Lord  to  sustain  as  the 
days  go  by. 

We  immediately  expressed  our  feelings  by  vot¬ 
ing  with  the  members  of  Columbus  Presbytery  resolutions 
of  sympathy;  but  we  still  wish  to  toake  our  expression  more 
personal.  And  while  we  have  long  delayed  in  this,  we  wish 
you  to  know  that  we  have  not  allowed  ourselves  to  forget 
the  sadness  of  your  hearts  during  these  weeks  of  strain 
and  stress. 

We  were  always  assured  of  your  prayers  and 
sympathy  for  us  and  our  fellow-  missionaries  in  difficult 
times  on  the  foreign  field  and  we  kept  on  under  the  sus¬ 
taining  power  of  your  prayers.  Now,  your  unfailing  faith 
in  the  goodness  of  God  in  your  own  sorrow  still  inspires 
us. 

Dr.  Speer,  one  of  your  own  sermon  texts  which 
you  have  exemplified  to  us  all  in  the  sad  experiences  of 
the  past  two  months  is:  “Moreover,  it  is  Required  in  stew¬ 
ards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful"  The  press  notices  of 
your  continued  public  service  gives?  us  courage  to  meet 
the  experiences  of  life  without  faltering. 

And  to  you,  Mrs.  Speer,  we  still  look  for  that 
spiritual  leadership  which  you  have  had  in  the  years  gone 
by. 

We  are,  Yours  with  sincere  sympathy. 
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Idon  K.  Chapman 

52  NAKAO-CHO,  FUKIAI-KU,  KOBF. 


October  &7 ,  1954. 


Doctor  P.E.  Speer , 

156  Fifth.  Avenue  , 

Hew  York  City. 

Dear  Doctor  Speer:- 

Our  hearts  have  gone  out  to  you  and 
your  family,  repeatedly,  as  we  have  thought  of  the  tragic 
death  of  your  dear  son,  Elliot.  The  loo;  1  papers  -drought 
the  news  to  us  and  we  have  been  committing  you  all  to  our 
loving  Heavenly  Father,  whom  we  know  has  been  your  stay 
through  this  trial.  The  news  was  reported  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Synod  and  the  brethren  engaged  in  special 
prayer  at  that  time.  Members  of  the  Ghuo  Seminary  family 
have  made  sympathetic  inquiries  and  have  been  remembering 
you  before  the  Throne  of  Grace.  While  we  never  had  the 
privilege  of  knowing  your  eldest  son,  we  have  occasionally 
heard  of  the  fine  work  that  he  was  doing.  The  only  thing 
which  can  possibly  reconcile  us  to  losses  like  this  is  the 
well  confirmed  conviction  that  God's  work  and  purpose  is  not 
confined  to  what  we  know  in  this  world,  but  has  other  spheres 
as  well.  Kindly  convey  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  William  and  to 
the  family  of  your  son  our  heartfelt  sympathy  and  assure  them 
of  our  continued  remembrance  in  this  time  of  affliction. 


During  a  part  of  the  summer  I  had  the 
privilege  of  visiting  Chosen,  Manchukoo  and  China  with  the 
Pastor  of  our  home  church,  Dr.  Downs,  and  had  an  opportunity 
see  Something  of  the  mission  work  which  is  being  done  there. 
While  'in  Peiping,  we  visited  the  Yenching  University  and  had 
a  br>ief  visit  with  Miss  Margaret  Speer  in  her  lovely  home. 

She  seemed  to  be  very  well  and  busy  as  Dean  of  Girls. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  here 
that  nationalism  is  the  great  enemy  which  the  Japanese  Christian 
Church  will  have  to  face  in  the  near  future.  In  rather  recent 
times, at  least, two  rather  prominent  Christians  have  been 
arrested  and  charged  with  having  shown  disrespect  to  the  shrines 
which  of  course  means  lese-majesty.  It  would  appear  that 
certain  authorities  are  looking  with  great  resentment  upon  the 
teaching  of  the  unity  of  God,  which  they  regard  as  inimical 
to  the  shrine  system.  One  of  our  friends,  thus  arrested,  appealed 
to  the  highest  court  on  the  ground  that  the  government  had  per¬ 
mitted  the  Bible  to  be  circulated  freely  and  that  this  taught 
the  unity  of  God.  The  appeal  was  never  heard  from,  and  he  has 
been  imprisoned.  The  other  day  the  police  called  on  his  family 
and  stated  that  should  any  publicity  be  given  to  the  case,  his 
licence  to  practice  dentistry  would  be  revoked.  This  sort  of 
thing  is  being  increasingly  manifested  in  Japan,  and  I  am 


a. 

wondering  just  what  we  should  do  about  it.  Should  wide  publicity 
be  given  to  suoh  oases  in  the  hope  of  getting  opposition  aroused 
in  other  countries,  or*  should  we  refrain  ?  In  any  case  much 
suffering  is  involved  for  those  directly  concerned.  hhile  in  x-Orea 
the  authorities  gave  assurance  that  they  would  not  press  the  issue 
of  attendance  at  the  shrines,  but  I  am  certain  th<  t  they  <;re  going 
to  press  it  here  when  there  is  any  aggressive  presentation  of 
Christian  truth,  such  as  would  appear  antagonistic  to  the  system 
which  is  now  being  used  more  than  ever  to  bolster  the  state  system. 

It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  the  shrine  has  been  chosen  as  the 
symbol  of  the  imperial  system  throughout  the  bmpire. 

It  so  happens  that  we  are  on  the  furlough  ..list  for  1935-o, 
having  returned  to  the  field  in  1927.  Thus  there  is  the  prospect 
of  our  being  able  to  visit  America  next  year;  in  which  case  we  trust 
that  we  shall  be  privileged  to  see  you.  I  feel  very  much  the  need 
of  an  opportunity  to  do  a  little  special  worM  along  the  lines  of 
my  specialty  in  the  Seminary *  which  happens  to  be  Biblical  History 
and  Archaeology  &nd  Old  Testament  Hxegesis.  There  is  so  little 
suitable  literature  in  these  fields  in  Japanese,  that  I  am  hoping  to 
devote  considerable  time  during  furlough  to  getting  some  materials 
in  order  for  publication.  Our  Japanese  church  has  a  genuine 
interest  in  theological  matters  and  there  is  considerable  being 
written  in  this  field,  but  practically  nothing  in  the  Biblical  field. 

Mrs.  Chapman  joins  me  in  this  letter  with  loving  regards  to 
both  yourself  and  Mrs,  Speer, 


Cordially  yours 


$  J.  JJIm 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 


THE  BOMBAY  AKEA 


THE  BOMBAY  AHEA 


November  5th  1934 


Dear  Dr.  Speer 


With  the  deepest  sorrow  we  have 


learned  of  the  sad  death  of  your  son  Elliott.  I 

send  our  word  of  sympathy*  though  it  must*  I  fear* 

reach  you  very  late.  Being  on  tour*  I  have  not  been 

able  to  attend  to  this  as  I  should  have  liked  to  do. 

The  sympathy  of  the  entire  Church  will  be  yours  as 

you  pass  through  this  time  of  grief.  It  may  comfort 

you  to  know  that  in  far  distant  places  of  the  world 

you  are  being  remembered  in  this  hour  of  bereavement. 

Through  the  years  your  name  and  your  family  have  been 

associated  with  the  cause  of  Christ*  and  tne  nosts  of 

those  who  have  known  you  personally  are  supplemented  by 

the  great  number  who  have  followed  your  wonderfully 
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fruitful  labors  for  the  Master  as  they  have  been  madefy 

to  the  Church  through  the  printed  page  or  the  word  of 

others.  That  your  son  was  at  his  post  of  duty*  like¬ 
wise  giving  his  life  to  the  Lord*  will  be  a  comfort  and 
solace  to  you.  We  lost  our  elder  son . when  he  was  only 
24,  on  the  eve  of  his  sailing  for  India  to  take  up  mis¬ 
sionary  work  out  here*  and  we  can  enter  into  your  ex¬ 
perience  at  a  time  like  this.  We  shall  not  forget  the 
sense  of  exaltation  when  God  drew  so  near  to  us  through 
the  door  of  our  suffering.  We  know  He  will  sustain  you, 
and  add  a  gracious  touch  to  your  life  that  will  still 
PupfLer  enrich  you*  and  give  you  added  understanding  of 
the  deep  things  of  His  realm. 


Yours  most  sincerely, 


FEDERACION  SUDAMERICANA 

DK 

ASOCIACIONES  CRISTIANAS  DE  JOVENES 


DIRKOOION  TCLb'G  RAFlCAi 
CONTINENTAL  -  MONTEVIDEO’ 


OIJLONIA  2£iSX  106b 
MONTEVIDEO.  H.  O.  1>BI-  URIJOI  AV 

Oct.  29,  1934. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Ave. , 

New  York. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


With  deep  sorrow  we  have  just  learned  from 
the  columns  of  the  Christian  Century  of  the  terrible  tragedy 
that  befell  your  son,  and  we  hasten  to  express  to  you  our 
sympathy  and  our  prayers  that  in  this  bitter  experience, 
you  and  Mrs.  Speer  may  be  wonderfully  sustained  by  the  Lord 
and  Savior  whom  you  have  both  done  so  much  to  make  known 
and  loved  throughout  the  world. 


Sincerely  yours, 


P.  A.  Conard 


Secretaria  General  de  Eoucaciom  Cristiana 

v  APARTADO  POSTAL  NUMERO  97  BIS 


MEXICO,  D.  F. 

l'&fr  - • 


PROF.  G.  BAEZ  CAMARGO 
SECRETARIO  GENERAL 


November  19,  1934 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  TJ.S.A. 

Dear  Dr.  Speers 

It  was  with  great  concern  that  I  have  heard  of  the 
passing  away,  in  such  a  tragic  way,  of  your  beloved  son  Rev. 
Elliott  Speer. 

I  had  not  the  privilege  of  meeting  Rev.  Speer,  but 
I  count  among  my  best  experiences  that  of  making  your  acquain¬ 
tance  last  year  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Cooperation,  and  I  wish  to  join  with  your  friends  and  co-workers 
in  expressing  you  my  deep  sympathy  in  this  sudden  sorrow  that 
has  befell  upon  your  household  and  also  in  asking  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  to  bring  all  comfott  and  peace  to  you  and  the  rest  of 
Rev.Elliott  Speer’s  family. 


Most  cordially  yours. 
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Bengal  Union 
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Bihar  and  Orissa  Union 
Rev.  E.  R.  Lazarus, 
Cuttack. 

Babu  Sudhir  C.  Singh, 
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Ceylon  Union 
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Mayaguez,  P.  R. 
January  24,  1935 


Dr*  Robert  E.  Speer 
1 56.  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Spear: 

just  a  few  lines  to  express  to  you  the  deep 
sympathy  of  both  Mrs.  Santiago  and  myself  because  of 
the  tragic  death  of  your  son  Elliot. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  at  the  time 
he  became  President  of  the  Northfield  Schools.  May 
God  give  you  abundant  grace  in  your  just  sorrow. 

I  have  been  enjoying  recently  one  of  your  fine 
books,  "Studies  of  Missionary  Leadership."  It  has 
been  an  inspiration  to  me. 

When  are  we  going  to  have  the  privilege  of  a 
visit  from  you  to  our  Mission  field  in  Puerto  Rico? 
The  Christian  Boards  that  work  in  this  island  are 
planning  to  have  a  delegation  of  Secretaries  and 
representatives  to  study  our  problems,  about  the 
middle  of  February. 

Very  cordially  yours, 

J.  L.  Santiago  Cabrera 


COPY 


BRIDGE  OF  A i.i. AW 

AS  FROM  139  DE3SW00D  PLACE,  ABC  BEEN,  SCOTLAND 

June  12,  1955 

My  dear  Speer* 

I  have  wanted  to  write  you  for  months,  ever,  indeed,  since  I  read 
your  moving  and  beautiful  book  about  Elliott.  But  days  and  weeks  and  months 
liave  passed,  and  the  letter  I  wanted  to  write  has  never  been  written,  often  as 
you  have  been  in  my  mind  and  heart.  The  truth  is  that  I  am  continually  in 
arrears  with  the  letters  that  I  want  most  deeply  to  write,  I  am  never  in 
bed  till  one  in  the  morning,  or  very  rarely,  and  I  am  usually  writing  at 
night.  But  I  nev. r  seem  to  get  throughl  Want  of  discipline  and  order  are 
the  causes.  I  fear  there  is  no  aoubt  about  that.  But  I  must  not  dwell  even 
on  y  own  misdoings.  I  am  writing  to  the  most  generous  of  friends,  I  read 
the  Memorial  with  admiration  and  sympathy.  I  can  imagine  the  price  you  paid 
for  it.  But  you  have  succeeded  in  giving  a  very  beautiful  impression  of 
Elliott  which  I,  and  I  doubt  not  many  others,  greatly  wanted  to  have. 

It  had  always  been  one  of  my  deep  regrets  that  I  had  not  seen  more 
of  him  when  we  w-  re  both  in  London  and  that  I  had  not  known  him  better. 

As  I  said  to  you  once  before,  to  me  he  was  always  the  gracious  and  promising 
lad  of  many  years  ago.  Your  sketch  shows  how  nobly  he  had  fulfilled  that 
early  promise.  Far  better,  surely,  his  short  steadily  advancing  life  t  an 
long  days  of  prosperous  unfulfilment.  As  I  get  older  lift  seems  only 
intelligible  to  me  as  a  fragment  of  the  future.  Scientific  knowledge  gives 
it  as  a  result  of  the  past.  Faith  reads  it  in  the  light  of  the  tiling  which 
is  coming.  Tl  at  is  surely  the  keepest  kind  of  knowledge,  without  which  the 
intelligence  hungers  unsatisfied.  What  Goa  was  making  of  Elliott  you  will 
yet  sco,  something  surpassing  even  your  hopes. 

I  have  often  felt  that  re  were  far  too  timid  in  realizing  and  in 
expressing  our  Christian  faith  in  the  life  everlasting.  That  at  least  has 
been  true  in  Scotland.  Your  own  impression  of  tlat  faith  in  this  book  will 
help  very  many.  It  is  &  noble  tribute,  which  has  completed  y  own  picture  of 
Elliott  and  has  set  it  in  the  groat  context  which  its  quality  demands,  ana  I 
am  deeply  grateful  for  it. 

Reunion  is  coming,  and  the  beet  is  yet  to  come.  We  hole  to  that  and 
press  onward  to  try  to  finish  the  work  God  has  given  us  to  do,  I  wonder  if 
you  have  seen  a  lecture  given  a  year  or  two  ago  by  one  of  our  first  scholars 
and  personalities,  Edwyn  Bcvan.  It  was  given  to  a  Jcvish  Society  in  London 
and  is  on  the  Essex  Hall  Foundation.  Its  subject  is  on  that  which  Hebrews  and 
Christians  have  in  common,  i.  e.,  the  faith  that  history  is  not  best 

symbolized  by  a  circle  but  by  a  line.  Ail  the  pagan  views,  ancient  and  modern, 

are  cyclical.  For  example,  the  ages  of  gold,  silver,  lead,  etc.  of  clas  ical 
antiquity,  the  Saigas  of  Hinduism,  Spengler  and  tue  modern  scientific  ideas 
determined  by  entropy,  etc.,  etc.  Zoroastrianism,  Sevan  says,  is  the  one 
exception.  This  is  of  cour  se  due  to  its  ethical  monotheism.  But  Jew  and 
Christian  alike  believe  that  something  definite  is  being  achieved.  History  is 
to  them  a  line  (Islam  of  course  is  an  offshoot  of  Judaism) •  He 'quotes  Reikert 

as  saying  that  the  victory  of  Christianity  was  largely  cue  to  its  sense  of  the 

v-orthwhileness  of  life  as  compared  with  the  dreariness  and  boredom  of  the  pagan 
view.  Short  as  the  lecture  is  it  lodged  something  in  my  mind.  Clearly 
immortality  is  implied  in  the  idea.  Something  is  being  made  that  is  worth 
keeping  forever  and  ever. 

Be  van  has  been  giving  the  Gifford  Lectures  in  Edinburgh.  I  hope  he 
will  work  ut  the  idea.  He  is  one  of  the  vast  Bevan-Buxton-Barclay-Perry-Fry- 
Woods  connection  of  the  old  Clapham  stock  and  is  himself  a  High  Churchman  with 
evangelical  heart. 


t i . 


Barth  is  likely  to  be  nominated  for  an  Aiiew&n  lecturer.  Should  nc  be 
ap  ointed  and  accept  he  will  have  to  perform  some  remarkable  gymn<  sties  in  his 
opening  lecture. 


We  have  in  our  Assembly  at  last  taken  open  action  in  the  German  situation. 
I  spent  yesterday  in  Edinburgh  helping  to  draft  a  letter  of  sympathy  with  ti.e 
German  Confessional  Church.  I  can't  say  we  ma.-e  a  very  good  job  of  it.  The 
letter  lacks  distinction  and  point,  but  in  the  main,  I  th  ink,  gets  out  the  real 
issue.  Hitherto  such  missives  have  been  confined  to  individual  and  federal  protasis 
How  we  think  it  high  dime  for  the  individual  churches  to  erne  in.  Our  one  hope  of 
effecting  anything  is  Hitler* s  known  willingness  to  conciliate  British  opinion  ana 
the  unY/illingness  of  Mueller  and  his  gang  to  break  off  ecumenical  relations.  But 
the  news  from  Germany  is  very  ominous.  Goebbels,  who  is  diabolically  c-lt-v  r,  is 
doing  his  astutest  to  break  up  the  Coni! ssional  Movement.  He  has,  we  hear,  been 
trying  to  use  the  Christian  Scientists,  Oxford  Group  and  Baptists  by  special  favors 
to  be  his  unconscious  tools  in  propaganda  on  this  side. 


But  I  must  stop.  I  am  spending  a  few  days  with  my  son  in  nis  new  charge 
in  tlds  lovely  and  romantic  region.  We  look  out  on  Sterling  C&.stle  and  on  Monday 
roamed  over  Bannock, burn  working  out  the  details  of  Bruce's  strategy.  Modem 
investigation  has  greatly  cleared  up  the  matter.  This  afternoon  we  go  to 
C&ubuskenneth  Abbey.  Would  that  you  and  Mrs.  Spoor  were  with  us! 

Will  you  kindly  give  my  affectionate  greetings  to  her  and  accept  t-he®  for 

yourself. 


lours  ever. 


D.  &.  Cairns 


Alas  for  P  v.rl  Buck! 


0  l/f, 
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Dr-  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 
flew  York  City,  tT.S»A. 


by  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Yesterday  a  local  paper  in  Peiping  contained 
the  terrible  news  of  the  tragic  end  of  your  dear  son 
in  America.  Tt  has  shocked  us  all  when  we  read  it. 

T  hasten  to  write  you  this  brief  note  of  my  deepest 
sympathy  with  you  in  this  hour  of  heavy  trial.  We 
earnestly  pray  that  you  will  realize  in  a  special  manner 
the  nearness  and  dearness  of  Almighty  God  which  will 
sustain  you  in  this  hour  of  great  personal  distress. 

Life  has  many  problems  that  are  utterly  beyond  our  human 
understanding,  but  we  can  rest  assured  above  everytning 
else  there  is  Almighty  God  who  rules  ana  over-rules  all. 
Therefore  out  of  nis  religious  experience,  3t.  Paul 
was  able  to  say  that  all  things  "work  together  for  good 
to  those  who  love  Goo.  I  am  sure  you  are  finding  courage 
and  joy  in  the  good  Loru  upon  whom  we  trust. 

I  hardly  know  how  to  express  my  own  feeling 
in  regard  to  this  sad  news.  You  certainly  nuve  my 
deepest  sympathy  and  love.  Please  accept  this  poor 
expression  frsm  one  who  loves  you  and  the  great  service 
you  have  rendered  for  so  many  years  to  the  Christian 
Movement  in  the  world.  Lay  you  be  sust-inea  by  the 
grace  of  God  in  facing  this  unusual  event  mv  that  you 
Piave  found  consolation  in  the  merciful  Father  in  Heaven. 

My  deepest  sympathy  goes  to  you  ana  earnest  prayers  for 
you  and  all  your  dear  ones  at  home.  ,/i  ui  affectionate 
regards  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  yourstii, 


GYG  :c 


1135  Beall  Ave., 
Wooster,  Ohio. 
Sept.  26,  1934. 


Dr.  Robt.  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Mrs.  Cunningham  and  I  have  been  thinking  a  very  great 
deal  about  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  and  your  family  during  the 
days  since  grief  and  trouble  ha^come  upon  you.  You  have  been 
so  flooded  *rith  messages  of  interest,  affection  and  sympathy 
that  we  have  felt  a.  note  from  us  would  not  help  in  any  way. 
However  we  do  wish  to  send  you  our  deepest  sympathy  and  let  you 
know  that  you  and  your  dear  ones  are  on  our  hearts.  We  did  not 
know  your  son  but  have  felt  interested:  in  him  indirectly  through 
the  wedding  of  Tom  Wagner  and  Frances.  Mitchell  .However  through 
this  note  to  you  we  are  trying  to  visit  the,  fatherless  and 
widow  in  their  affliction  and  to  assure  you  and  your  wife 
of  our  interest  and  concern  during  these  heartbreaking  days. 

Sincerely  yours, 
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Tabriz,  oct .  14,  1934 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 

There  is  so  little  one  can  say  that  will 
bring  any  comfort  af ler^tragic  experience  that  has  come  to  you 
and  your  loved  ones  but  I  hope  the  realization  that  your  fitends 
all  over  the  world  stand  ready  to  do  what  they  can  will  bring 
some  comfort  to  you.  Therefore  I  write  just  this  little  note  so 
that  you  will  know  for  sure  that  we  do  think  of  you  very  much  in 
these  days  and  pray  that  God  will  bring  you  a  real  maasure  of 
assurance  of  his  abundant  love  and  strength  to  bear  all  the 
trying, surging  thoughts  that  must  stream  though  your  mind  and 


bring  you  abiding  comfort. 

Somehow  in  these  latter  years  with  the 

changed  organization  of  the  Mission  I  have  not  felt  the  urge  to 
write  you  that  I  used  to  feel  as  it  is  so  much  more  direct  to  take 
up  our  problems  with  the  mission  officers.  But  after  all  1  feel 
there  is  a  loss  and  miss  the.  warm  personal  letters  that  you  used 
to  write  now  and  then. 


I  suppose  you  have  never  seen  the  people  of 
these  eastern  lands  go  through  times  of  personal  tragedy  in  the 
loss  of  their  loved  ones.  Probably  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
veven  imagine  their  despair,  their  hopelessness  or  appreciate  the 
spirit  of  resignation  that  is  their  only  safety  valve.  But  with 
our  ultimate  hppe  and  belief  and  joy  in  expectation  we  can  lose 
some  of  the  poignancy  of  the  immediate  loss  in  our  hope  of  the 
future  joys  that  will  be^/and  in  the  present  joy  of  the  ones  who 
have  gone  before  . 


sincerely 


yours , 


MOV  2  W» 


c?<  fY  •  -? 

AMERICAN  BOYS’  SCHOOL 
Ramadan,  Persia 


Ans. 


Oct.  12,  1934 


7r 

156 

New 


>bert 
Fifth  . 
York. 


F.  *jpeer, 
ive . , 


Dear  Dr.  Speer :- 


expressions  of 
slaying  of  Nil 

of  the  Mission 
express  that  s 
Wert  a  price  we 
zeal  for  law  e 
have  been  most 
comprehension. 
Lindberg  baby 
the  conscience 
done  about  it. 

time,  1  am, 


this  is  just  another  of  tuo  tuOUaaiiQs  oi 
consternation  and  dismay  at  the  barbaric 
iot  Speer. 

Mr.  ^llen  has  already  cabled  the  condolences 
and  yet  I  cannot  bpt  try  in  this  way  to 
ympathy  which  is  too  deep  for  expression, 
must  pay  as  a  result  of  lethargy  in  our 
nf or cement  in  the  U.S.A!  But  why  those  who 
zealous  should  suffer  is  beyond  our 

My  hope  is  that  like  the  taking  of  the 
this  dastardly  crime  may  help  to  awaken 
of  America  in  time  for  something  to  be 

With  heartfelt  sympathy  at  this  particular 


Sincerely  ;.cy(Hhs, 

(1  .1 


1 2  “? 


AMERICAN  PRESBYTERIAN  MISSION 
Hamadan,  Persia. 


Oc  tober 


10th,  1934. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Ave. , 

Few  York,  M.Y. 

Dear  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer: - 

Hamadan  Station  has  learned  with  utmost 
sadness  of  the  tragic  death  of  your  son  Elliot,  and ^ its 
meeting  yesterday  has  instructed  me  to  write  you  expressing 
the  sincerest  sympathy  of  every  member  with  you  in  this 
time  of  sorrow ‘and  bereavement. 

The  news  reached  us  through  newspaper 
clippings  sent  immediately  after  the  event,  and  so  we  know 
nothing  yet  of  further  details  as  to  motives  for  such  a 
dastardly  crime.  Whatever  the  reason,  it  seems  incompre¬ 
hensible  that  young  life  so  full  of  promise  should  be  cut 

A 

off  in  this  way. 

Knowing  you  as  we  do,  we  know  that  you 
need  no  counsel  from  us  as  to  how  to  meet  such  a  blow.  But 
v/e  want  you  to  know  how  much  we  sympathize  v/ith  you  and  that 
our  prayers  are  with.  nKy  grace  is  sufficient." 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


On  behalf  of  Hsmadan  Station, 


Secretary 


D.  R.  EDWARDS,  PRES. 
feAsiULtk  2004;!  Vf^iaXWAISO 
G.  B.  DUTTON,  SEC. 
CASILLA  2037,  SANTIAGO 

NOV  7  19M 


ft.  QcLnH<$P 


LA  UNION  EVANGELICA 

THE  CHILE  MISSION 

OF  THE 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


S.  C.  HENDERSON,  TREAS. 
CASILLA  1714,  SANTIAGO 
CABLE  ADDRESS!  INCULCATE 
SANTIAGO  VALPARAISO 
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American  Presbyterian  Mission 

IN  SIAM 


OFFICE  OF 
EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 


717  Sathorn  Road, 
Bangkok,  Siam. 
Rov.5th  1934. 

Robert  E. Speer  D.D. 

156  Fifth  Avc . , 

Row  York,  N.Y.  U.S.A. 

Bear  Dr.  Speer, 


The  latest  religious  periodicals  and  a  letter  from  the 
Treasury  Department  which  has  just  come  bring  the  tragic  news  of  the 
sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  your  son  Elliot.  I  hasten  to  extend  to 
you  and  Mrs. Speer  as  well  as  the  immediate  family  the  deep  sympathy  of 
the  Siam  Mission.  While  I  did  not  personally  know  him,  many  others  in 
the  Mission  did,  and  the  news  has  come  with  a  very  deep  sense  of  loss 
to  the  Christian  cause.  Coming  as  it  has  at  practically  the  same  time 
as  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wilbur  Franklin,  we  are  again  facing  with  you  the 
age-old  problem  that  has  so  often  been  expressed  in  the  one  word  "Why? 
And  while  we  can  never  hope  to  give  a  complete  answer,  we  do  know  that 
we  arc  stirred  once  more  to  work  harder  and  more  sacrif icially  toward 
bringing  in  the  Kingdom  of  God,  when  human  personality  will  be  held 
more  sacred  and  the  life  and  happiness  of  our  loved  ones  will  be  better 
safe -guarded . 

We  are  all  praying  that  God’s  peace  and  comfort  may 
richly  abound  in  your  stricken  hearts,  and  that  somehow  this  tragic 
experience  may  be  used  to  glorify  His  Name. 

Affectionately  yours, 


O^cuJL  CL. 


Executive  Secretary. 
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SYRIA  MISSION 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A 


Beirut 


3-53 


Oct.  4,  1934 


Ad* 

Dr.  Robert  3. 
J.VO.V-  156  5th  ave. 
Dew  York  City. 


Speer 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 

Word  has  come  to  us  through  the  papers  of  the  great 
bereavement  which  jour  family  has  sustained  in  the  sudden  death  of 
your  son,  Hr.  Elliott  ‘■'peer.  This  news  was  a  great  shock  to  all  of 
us.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mission,  which 
was  held  a  few  days  ago,  1  was  instructed  to  express  to  you  and  Mrs. 
Speer  our  deepest  sympathy.  I  do  this  not  only  officially  for  the 
Mission,  but  wish  to  express  my  own  personal  sympathy  as  well.  It  is 
difficult  for  us  at  this  distance  to  realize  what  a  great  sorrow  this 
must  be  t o  you,  but  we  do  share  in  that  sorrow.  7e  know  that  it  is 
not  so  great  a  burden  as  it  would  be  if  we  had  not  our  confident  faith 
in  a  risen  Christ,  and  the  present  comfort  of  his  Spirit. 


McGilvary  Theological  Seminary 

Chiengmai,  Siam.  November  5>  1934 


Dr  Robert  E.  Speer 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 


Dear  Dr  Speer, - 

We  have  heard  of  the  tragic  death  of  your  son, 
Mr  Elliott  Speer,  through  a  letter  from  Dr  Harris  and  we 
have  also  seen  notices  of  it  in  the  Springfield  Republican. 
Mrs  Gillies  and  I  feel  that  we  must  let  you  know  that  we 
share  in  the  sorrow  of  yourself  and  your  family,  even  though 
it  can  only  be  in  a  small  way. 


There  is  something  awesome  in  the  thought  that  any 
human  being  can  be  overcome  of  evil  so  far  as  to  take  the 
life  of  a  good  man  who  was  devoting  himself  entirely  to 
the  service  of  mankind.  It  makes  one  realize  the  depths 
of  one’s  dependence  upon  the  grace  of  God. 

I  have  been  thinking  much  during  recent  months  on 
the  gospel  declaration  that  God  is  love.  In  the  midst  of 
so  much  that  seems  to  look  the  other  way  one  is  driven  to 
seek  a  sure  footing  in  eternal  truth.  The  fact  of  God  in 
Christ  present  everywhere  and  working  ceaselessly  in  His 
infinite  love  has  become  to  me  more  than  ever  before  the 
one  central  assurance.  !E±x  It  is  the  grand  certainty. 

The  news  of  Mr  Speer’s  death  brought  into  my  mind 
the  words  of  Jesus  in  Luke  12.6  -,  "Are  not  five  sparrows 
sold  for  two  pence?  and  not  one  of  them  is  forgotten  in 
the  sight  of  God.  But  the  very  hairs  of  your  head  are  all 
numbered.  Fear  not;  ye  are  of  more  value  than  many 
sparrows •"  When  your  son  fell  by  that  fatal  shot, 

where  did  he  fall  but  into  the  arms  of  his  Heavenly  Father. 
One  cannot  help  but  feel  an  element  of  mystery  in  the 
sudden  cutting  off  in  its  prime  of  such  a  life;  but  I  am 

sure  you  have  felt  the  love  of  God  close  around  you  during 

these  days,  sharing  in  your  sorrow. 


Yours  in  Christian  brotherhood, 


WloaJIu  Q.  ^3 ' iw/hj 
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STATISTICS 


MISSION  FORCE  106 

KOREAN  PASTORS.  341 

CHURCHES.  1.658 

COMMUNICANTS.  73.657 

ENROLLED  IN  BIBLE 

CONFERENCES  110.954 

PERSONS  TREATED  IN  HOSPITALS 

AND  DISPENSARIES  42.000 

TOTAL  CONTRIBUTIONS  YEN  742.623 

$  250.000 


CHOSEN  MISSION  OF  THE  PHESBYTliRIAK  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 
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S.  C.  HENDERSON 

AV.  MIGUEL  CLARO  614 
TELfeFONO  61678 
CASILLA  1714 
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SANTIAGO  ^Q\/  ^  1934 
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&IUL- 


Oct.  18,  1934* 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave.f 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speeri 

We  have  just  received  on  this  mail  the  sad  news  of  the 
tragic  death  of  your  son  Elliott.  We  did  not  know  him,  but  we  want  you 
to  know  that  our  sympathies  are  with  you  and  we  are  praying  that  the  Holy 
Spirit,  the  Divine  Comforter,  may  fill  your  heart  with  love  that  no  unholy 
hatred  embitter  your  life. 

Mrs.  Henderson  joins  me  in  this  expression  of  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
and  love  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer. 


Most  sincerely  yours, 


t  n. 


Qabinete  do  Presidente 


(u®. 

w 


hi  .  ■}.  W/rrl  i 

Hiroshima,  jxfcan,  t)ct.l8,  1084. 

VJx 

'  l»r .U.U.opeer,  New  Yorlc  city. 


vmi  tr,  +-V.-I  4.J  ^Glir  hr. Speer:-  £  want  to  express  my  deepest  sympathy  with 

I  1  .  °*  sorrovr*  ^  30  much  better  to  die  without  enemies  than 

to  live  with  them. 


i  ^  n°i  know  your  son,  but  those  who  did  speaic  most  highly 

ot  him.  hr. Harry  meyers  of  the  Southern  church  told  me  of  how  dearly  his  dauki 

her  Ilushand  lOTed  him*  8aid  they  met  him  and  attended  his  church  in 
iVew  ioric  and  were  simply  charmed  by  him. 

+  -i+  i  , ,  +  Ahis  is  simply  to  tell  you  that  X  love  you  and  admore  you  and 

hurts  me  to  see  you  have  to  suiTer.  X  would  starve  oeforo  I  would  aa„e 
support  irom  tnat  independent  hoard.  I  consider  myself  as  fundamental  as  tney 

+  °°+-,  X  Delieve  everY  of  tne  disputed  points.  I  also  uelieve  in  telling 
the  truth,  praying  together  and  in  brotherly  love.  X  uelieve  Tesu<?  and  Tnhn 
tne  naptist  were  right  when  they  told  tne  Pharisees  to  repent. 

,  ...  Iiay  abundantly  bless  you  and  fill  your  last  vear<?  not  nn- 

y  with  success,  but  with  joy^and  continue  to  give  you  good-will  towards  those 

who  do  not  speaic  more  highly  of  you  that  they  ought  to  spea^. 

Cordially  your  friend  and  brother: 


l 


<i.  1IOLDCROFT,  CHAIRMAN 

II.  SC.  III.AIK,  IS.  C.  AVIIITTEMOHE, 
SI.  SI.  DA1UI),  J.  Y.  CHOTIIEU8, 

.1.  1).  liliEU,  IHLANCHE  I.  STEVENS. 
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OjP  the 

CHOSEN  MISSION 
OF  THE 

PRESDTTEBIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  E.  S.  A. 


OFFICE  OK  CHAIRMAN 

CHONtiNO  3<V1  HEOOL,  KOBKA. 
TELEPHONE  KOKAMOS  SSI. 


October  29th  1934 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
U.  S.  A 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

On  behalf  of  the  Chosen  Mission  I  want 
to  extend  to  you  our  heartfelt  sympathy  and  express 
our  sense  of  horror  over  the  tragedy  that  occured  in 
your  family.  We  could  not  believe  it  true  when  we 
first  heard  the  report  but  later  reporcs  iave  made  it 
only  too  evident  that  it  was  true.  We  do  not  under¬ 
stand  how  these  things  can  be  but  we  know  that  you 
who  nave  been  an  example  in  so  many  things  wilx  also 
in  faith  and  in  trust  God  even  in  this 

great  trial. 


We  know  there  is  little  that  we  can  do 
to  aid  or  comfort  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  but  we  hope  it 
will  be  a  comfort  to  you  to  know  that  all  throughout 
our  Mission  there  are  many  who  have  been  praying  for 
you  since  this  dreadful  news  first  came. 

Please  do  not  take  time  to  reply  to  this 
letter.  We  only  wanted  xo  let  you  know  that  we  in  com¬ 
mon  with  thousands  of  your  other  friends  sympathize  with 
you  and  are  praying  for  you. 


Most  sincerely  yours, 


Sy*t*ir 

m 


(X  ■  <b  ■ 


TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  VILLAGE  TEACHERS 
PUNJAB  MISSION.  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  U.  S.  A 
MOGA.  INDIA. 


Bev.  A.  E.  Habpee,  M.A.,  Ed.D. 
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OFFICE  OF  THE 
PRESIDENT 


Oct.  26,  1934 


P.  O.  BOX  841 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer,  Secretary 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City 

My  Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  cannot  put  into  words  the  anguish  of  Heart  which  I  have 
experienced  since  learning  of  the  tragic  death  of  your  beloved 
son  Elliot,  a  man  of  such  high  Christian  character  and  attainments 
and  who  was  giving  such  a  sp3.endid  Christian  service  in  the  train¬ 
ing  of  youth . 

Untimely,  seems  the  only  view  we  can  take  of  this  sad  event 
as  we  view  it  with  our  limited  human  vision.  But  somehow  back  of 
all. our  faith  will  not  falter  in  the  wisdom  and  love  of  the  Father 
who^  permitted  Elliot  to  pass  in  this  way. 

He  has  left  a  noble  record  and  has  gone  on  to  a  higher  service. 
Our  hearts  go  out  in  a  flood  of  love  and  sympathy  to  Mrs.  Speer 
and  yourself  and  to  his  dear  wife  and  children  (I  do  not  know  just 
what  Wy  children  there  are). 

I  know  that  you  who  have  been  permitted  to  speak  the  message 
of  sympathy  and  comfort  to  thousands  of  others  have  been  sustained 
and  kept  by  the  everlasting  arms  that  are  ever  underneath  us  and 
by  the  conscious  presence  of  the  Saviour  who  walked  for  us  the  path 
of  sorrow  and  suffering,  but  who  pledged  Himself  never  to  leave  us 
nor  forsake  us. 

I  am  sure  that  through  all  this  dark  affliction  there  shines 
the  light  of  the  Saviour’s  face. 

Let  me  thank  you  for  your  cordial  letter  received  several 
months  ago  regarding  Kingsley.  He  is  now  in  Europe.  For  the 
month  of  October  he  is  studying  in  the  Sorboune  and  will  begin 
his  Fellowship  courses  in  Strassburg  in  November. 

Mrs.  Hamilton  joins  me  in  deepest  sympathy  at  this  time. 


Sincerely  your 


L  a.-  | 


President 


CRH/bcq 


P.  W.  Harrison,  M 


£■ 


i 


A' 


American  Mission 
Muscat,  Arabia 


Alt 


Nov.  1,  1934 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: — 

I  learned  from  Time  the  dreadful  news  of 
Elliott’s  death.  Words  are  very  unsatisfactory  agents  at  such 
a  time,  but  Monty  and  I  want  to  at  least  tell  you  and  Mrs.  Speer, 
and  most  of  all  Mrs.  Elliott,  that  in  these  days  you  will  be  carried 
on  our  hearts  and  in  our  prayers. 

You  will  be  feeling  that  burdens  ha  a  multiplied  in  many 
directions  in  »hese  days.  I  am  afraid  that  no  matter  what  our 
hearts  may  desire,  most  of  us  can  do  1  i 1 1  e  sowar  d  lightening 
them.  Dots  and  lots  of  us  though  will  be  carry  inti  our  own  loads 
better*  from  watching  you. 

Elliot  left  behind  him  a  good  niece  of  work,  well  done. 

We  will  all  of  us  hops  for  nothing  better  so  be  said  of  us  when 
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November  1st.  1934. 


Rov.  Robert  E.  Speer 

156  Fifth  A ve 
New  York 


City, 


Dear  Dr  Speer: 

This  is  just  a  note  to  you  and  Mrs  Speer  to  express 
our  deep  sorrow  on  learning  of  the  shocking  tragedy  which 
befell  Elliott.  A  letter  from  Dr  Magill  added  a  note  to 
ss)ry  that  the  news  had  just  come  over  the  radio  but  he  ^ 
could  give  no  particulars.  It  was  the  daily  conversation  a 
our  recent  meeting  in  Manila  and  we  learned  more  about  it 
from  the  papers.  We  do  not  know  as  yet  just  how^  it  all 
came  about  except  that  one  paper  thought  it  to  have  been 
the  act  of  a  half  demented  student. 


We  mot  Elliott  and  Mrs  Speer  in  N0rthfield  when 
visiting  there  in  1928.  I  liked  him  very  much.  Humanly 
speaking,  it  would  seem  that  he  is  the  kind  of  man  needed 
in  this  day  here  in  the  world.  Truly  God  moves  in  a 
mysterious  way.  We  can  only  bow  to  His  will. 


A  classmate  of  mine,  surgeon  to  the  C.P.R.  at 
Vancouver  recently  met  with  a  similar  fate  at  the  hand 
of  a  deranged  railway  man  he  had  been  treating. 

It  will  be  a  comfort  to  remember  that  Elliott  was 
carrying  on  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  that  he  was 
called  away  of  God.  I  am  sure  that  while  in  Notthfield, 
he  upheld  the  best  traditions  of  the  Northfield  spirit. 

He  will  long  live  in  the  hearts  of  the  young  men  and 
women  who  will  derive  a  satisfaction  from  having  come 
under  his  influence. 


Mrs  Hall  joins 
and  Mrs  Speer. 


me  in  prayer  that  G0d  may  comfort  you 


Sincerely  yours, 


Dear  Dr,  Speer: 


£ 


1/ 


Prrsbutcrian  Mission 
fliox  43 7 
Manila,  p.  3. 


October  31,1934 


Please  allow  Mrs. Hibbard  and  myself  to 
add  one  more  word  of  love  and  sympathy  to  those  of 
your  many  friends  all  over  the  world. 

We  do  not  try  to  explain  or  to  understand  it,  we 
only  thank  God  for  the  place  the  Master  is  preparing 
where  these  heartbreaking  trials  shall  be  ended. 

As  we  all  draw  nearer  to  the  gates,  his1TPlace  " 
becomes  more  beautiful  and  real  and  desirable. 


We  just  received  a  cable  telling  of  the  home- 
going  of  my  younger  brother,-  a  doctor  in  Wichita 
Kansas .  He  was  an  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  there. 

Please  do  not  try  to  answer  this  note,  it  is  not 
necessary.  Since  receiving  Dr,  McAfee’s  letter  we 
have  remembered  you  and  your  loved  ones  in  our  daily 
prayers . 


Sincerely  yours, 

•  9 
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^American  Presbyterian  ^Ulssion 
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HOLLAND  HALL  UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE 
EWING  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 
AGRICULTURAL  INSTITUTE 
JUMNA  HIGH  SCHOOL 


V>V 

,  OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


ChJ: 


Please  reply  to — 

AGRICULTURAL  INSTITUTE 

ALLAHABAD,  INDIA 


SIDENT 


/'A 


tCLc  Unn&L  /  __  __ 

QJlJiurQ-  tLsui^.  -S-tUj-e' 

V  3^  '  *  l  V  ZJUL^y 

_  . y: 

^  ctX^o  uLiruufp^v>^^ 

,  lyiPM  ^ 

“(J  'i  t~  I  &JL 

/p  ^  /—  a^aL~'i~ 

'L4j2^_  Zo  Ib&d  ~~~ 


)  A 


V 


a  ^  c 

fJ’afc>^C2^  U^a. 


,,  A  hi  Lijisfcti 

^  ^  unttL 


y^i<ulL 


J?  trU*Ly 


u 


~A,llal)aba6  (Ebristian  (Eollege 

^American  "Presbyterian  ^ftlssion 


HOLLAND  HALL  UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE 
EWING  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 
AGRICULTURAL  INSTITUTE 
JUMNA  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Please  reply  I 

AGRICULTURAL  INSTITUTE 

ALLAHABAD,  INDIA 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


Ue  ItZa  -LP-e-i. svi  . 

l ^ZLuinJi  ^  ^ 

l  a  ~  ^  v  -uls  i^ta ,  CtZ^x  ' 

dZn^r 

l^u.  ^  ^ 

frv*-y  3  *2 y^yC^Zti, 

jAp^J  v  ^  i\n/iZ^\.  L-*~^J2-^JL 

YyxruL.  'CCZ^^-  6”  ^isl^u-^o  m&Ja- 

^aJL  i -aA-Zj  ClJI  '  ^  iCx^UL  ^c-^_^_"Z3Zc^> 

^0  GA^si— 


*AA 


4 


GUATEMALA^  fewS 

ORGAN  OF  THE  GUATEMALA  MISSION 


VOL.  XXV  }  Guatemala,  October  and  November  1934. 


PERSONAL  REPORTS 
1933-1934 

(The  personal  reports  of  the  missionaries  this  year  are  full  oj  points  to 
which  we  wish  to  call  attention  as  they  appear.  Together  they  show  that  the  Gua¬ 
temala  Mission  is  not  a  work  of  flabby  undigested  sentimentalism,  but  is  a 
going  concern  forwarded  by  agents  who  are  very  much  in  earnest.  The  work 
is  growing  tho  the  missionary  force  is  not,  and  this  means  more  work  for.  each.  It 
also  brings  into  relief  the  importance  and  necessity  of  developing  the  auto¬ 
nomy  of  the  native  church  with  the  greatest  possible  speed  -  H.) 


Report  of  Dr.  Ainslie 


[Note: — 

1.  The  bearing  of  altitude  on  missionary  health. 

2.  The  outfield  reach  of  the  medical  department. 

3.  Tha  bereavements  of  our  “beloved  physician”. 

Ed.] 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  the 
least  exciting  of  recent  memory.  Clinics, 
operations,  care  of  bed  patients,  care  of 
our  home  and  children,  all  have  taken 
up  their  share  of  our  time.  In  the  home 
we  have  seen  our  three  children,  one 
after  the  other  come  down  with  and 
slowly  get  over  attacks  of  measles.  Only 
in  our  oldest  boy  do  we  find  any  after 
effects.  He  has  not  recovered  as  he 
should,  and  altho  full  of  energy  is  still 
under  par,  and  of  not  satisfactory 
strength  nor  color.  There  may  have 
to  be  radical  changes  in  household  plans 
if  decided  improvement  is  not  soon  seen. 
A  request  for  leave  of  absence  of  the 
whole  family  for  a  year  or  as  long  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  is  not  a  very 
remote  possibility.  All  the  children 
seem  to  have  good  health  as  long  as 
they  live  at  low  altitudes,  and  to  lose  it 
when  they  have  to  stay  long  in  higher 
ones.  The  large  grounds  which  sur¬ 
round  our  present  home  provide  lots  of 
fun  for  the  children  with  the  quite  elab¬ 
orate  tree  house,  the  swimming  pool 
the  riding  horses,  the  rabbits  and  the 
garden.  This  elaborate  set-up  is  the 


result  of  the  planning  of  a  former  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  country  and  due  to  present 
crisis  is  being  cheaply  rented.  A  place 
more  self-sufficient  and  adequate  for 
the  needs  of  a  growing  family,  and  at 
the  same  time  economical,  could  scarce¬ 
ly  be  found  again. 

In  March  and  April  the  ambulance 
trips  were  undertaken,  and  the  first 
one  on  the  shores  of  lake  Atitlan  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  good  rest  for  »all  of  us  and 
few  patients  treated,  while  the  one  next 
in  order  at  Tecpan  was  the  reverse — 
little  rest  and  an  over-flow  of  patients. 
Beginning  with  only  25  the  first  day, 
the  number  of  those  treated  soon  mount¬ 
ed  to  well  over  100  a  day,  with  the 
surrounding  hillsides  covered  with  little 
family  groups  encamped  there  waiting 
their  turns.  Sometimes  these  waits 
lengthened  to  3  or  even  4  days  before 
admittance  was  gained.  We  are  thank¬ 
ful  for  the  opportunity. 

Just  before  Mission  meeting  last  year 
we  were  saddened  to  hear  by  cable,  of 
the  death  of  our  father,  Rev.  John  A. 
Ainslie  in  Calif.  In  Nov.  of  last  year 
we  were  gladdened  by  the  long  delayed 
visit  to  Guatemala  of  our  mother  Mrs. 
Ellen  Ainslie  and  our  sister  Kate.  Mrs. 
Ainslie  has  long  wanted  to  visit  us  but 
has  been  prevented  until  now.  However 
the  visit  and  long  journey  proved  to  be 


GUATEMALA  NEWS 


too  much  for  one  who  as  nearing  80  years 
and  who  had  had  the  recent  shock  of 
the  death  of  her  husband.  The  visit 
proved  to  be  a  permanent  one  for  Mrs. 
Ainslie  and  she  was  called  home  Jan. 
of  this  year,  just  4  months  after  the 
death  of  her  husband. 

Since  the  personal  report  and  that  of 
the  hospital  are  so  much  of  a  unit  and 
dove-tail  so  closely,  the  rest  of  the  per¬ 
sonal  work  of  ourselves  will  have  to  be 
read  into  and  found  in  the  annual  hos¬ 
pital  report. 

For  guidance  for  the  coming  year  we 
do  most  earnestly  pray,  and  at  the  same 
time  rest  on  His  promises  and  care. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Report  of  Miss  Baker 

[Note: — 

1. — What  one  woman,  who  would  be  called  a 
helpless  invalid  by  9  ladies  out  of  10,  is  accom¬ 
plishing  by  grit  and  consecration.  2.  Read  this 
report  and  see  where  Miss  Baker’s  heart  is.  3. 
The  policy  for  Christianizing  the  home  through 
the  school. — Ed.] 

Another  year  of  work  and  pleasure, 
of  defeat  and  victory-and  of  much  sa¬ 
tisfaction  has  ’gone  into  history.  We 
take  heart  when  we  remember  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  who  knows  all  things, 
is  a  merciful  God,  capable  of  turning 
our  biggest  blunders  into  blessings. 

Just  after  last  Mission  Meeting  we 
presented  our  Program  in  English, 
before  three  hundred  people,  receiving 
many  congratulations  and  seeing  much 
satisfaction  on  the  part  of  parents  who 
had  sent  their  children  here  principally 
because  of  their  desire  that  the  children 
study  English.  Of  course  in  many  cases 
it  is  a  mistaken  ambition  but  each  child 
attending  for  whatever  reason,  presents 
an  opportunity  that  we  never  let  pass, 
for  cultivating  respect  for  and  interest 
in  the  Gospel— and  you  would  be  sur¬ 
prised  how  soon  the  majority  of  the 
pupils  begin  to  show  signs  of  an  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  message  aud  development 
in  Christian  character. 

For  example,  last  week  a  mother 
started  to  “cross”  her  daughter  of 
twelve  years,  who  has  been  with  us  as 
a  day  pupil  only  two  months.  The  child 
said,  “No  mother,  I  am  a  Protestant 
now  and  in  my  prayer  I  shall  ask  God 
to  protect  me”.  The  mother  told  me 
of  it  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction, 
having  lived  in  the  United  States  where 


she  had  the  fortune  to  see  the  fruits  of 
real  Christianity. 

In  January  several  members  of  the 
Church  helped  with  the  final  examina¬ 
tions  in  Bible,  expressing  approval  of 
the  results. 

On  Jan  20  fifty  ex-companions  passed 
a  happy  day  with  us  in  the  Ex-Teach¬ 
ers’  and  Ex-Students’  Annual  Reunion. 
Dr.  Haymaker  contributed  much  to  the 
program  recounting  early  efforts  at 
opening  Mission  Schools  and  bringing 
to  our  minds  the  names  of  those  of  our 
friends  in  the  States  who  contributed 
so  liberally  toward  the  buildings  and 
made  possible  our  present  comfortable 
situation.  After  a  typical  picnic  lunch 
served  in  the  school  dining  room,  sever¬ 
al  teachers  and  students  recalled  happy 
days  together  here,  dating  back  to  1912 
when  the  school  was  organized.  The  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Association  followed. 
The  idea  is  so  new  here  that  it  has  taken 
two  full  years  to  arouse  enthusiasm 
and  to  call  attention  to  the  service  that 
the  ex-students’  can  render  to  their  Al¬ 
ma  Mater.  Now,  we  feel  that  the  school 
has  entered  into  a  new  and  broad  field 
of  activity  where  the  former  pupils — 
and  especially  the  graduates— can  be 
of  real  service  to  the  Gospel.  Dr.  Sul- 
lenbe  rger  who  has  been  more  or  less 
actively  connected  with  the  school  since 
its  beginning,  will  talk  to  that  point 
before  the  next-  reunion  which  will  be 
celebrated  on  Nov.  17.  The  ex-students 
number  much  more  than  a  thousand 
and  the  graduates  near  a  hundred,  many 
of  whom  have  gone  on  into  higher  edu¬ 
cation,  now  serving  asgraduate  teachers 
or  nurses.  It  gives  us  who  have  work¬ 
ed  directly  with  the  students,  reason 
to  thank  God  for  the  large  number  of 
Christian  homes  that  have  already  re¬ 
sulted  from  among  former  students  and 
teachers.  You  know  “the  home  is  the 
fulcrum  by  which  woman  moves  the 
world,”  and  the  Christian  home  is  and 
will  be,  the  determining  influence  in 
the  spread  of  the  Gospel  in  Guatemala. 

This  year  we  have  the  usual  number 
enrolled,  with  surprisingly  few  dropping 
out.  Other  years  have  seen  more  ma¬ 
triculating  and  many  dropping  out.  It 
seems  now  that  there  will  be  more  than 
ever  staying  on  through  the  final  exam¬ 
inations.  We  are  receiveing  new  pupils 
every  month. 

Our  method  of  co-education  is  calling 
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more  the  attention  of  the  public.  This 
country  is  fast  getting  around  to  it. 
The  thesis  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
graduates  of  the  University  this  year 
was  an  argument  in  favor  of  co-educa¬ 
tion  and  its  possibilities  in  solving  the 
sex-problem  in  Latin  America.  By 
means  of  our  school  and  others  that  are 
gradually  multiplying,  the  public  is 
becoming  accustomed  and  the  conviction 
growing,  that  it  is  the  only  way  to  rear 
children  and  young  people.  I  predict 
that  a  secondary  school  (mixed)  will 
appear  very  soon.  (You  note  that  Dr. 
Sam  Higginbotham  is  admitting  girls 
to  the  Agricultural  school  now). 

The  eight  graduates  of  the  past  year, 
including  one  boy,  form  one  of  the  most 
promising  classes  that  we  have  had. 
Five  of  them  among  fourteen  of  our 
graduates  of  the  past  three  years,  are 
going  on  studying.  The  others  would 
have  done  so  but  for  the  tuition  now 
charged  in  the  government  secondary 
schools — a  small  sum,  but  our  pupils  as 
a  rule  are  very  poor. 

Having  had  four  of  the  boys  of  the 
Industrial  School  examined  along  with 
their  presence  in  the  closing  exercises 
and  their  exhibit  of  Industrial  work, 
added  interest  and  enthusiasm  to  our 
closing  days,  and  accentuated  the  co¬ 
education  idea.  Their  exhibition  game 
of  basket  ball  and  that  of  our  girls  lent 
veriety  to  the  closing  program. 

Vacation  (March  and  April)  passed 
very  happily  with  three  weeks  of  rest 
in  the  coast,  visiting  the  Friends  mis¬ 
sion,  viewing  the  Mayan  ruins  in  Quiri- 
gua  and  having  two  quiet  weeks  in  the 
Haymaker  Rest  Home. 

Then  the  new  Catalogue  was  publish¬ 
ed  and  the  letters  began  to  fly  to  all 
parts  of  the  Republic.  On  May  11  a 
special  Chapel  Service  was  held,  inviting 
the  parents  and  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  Dr.  Sullenberger  and  a  na¬ 
tive  Pastor  brought  the  messages  from 
the  Sacred  Word  and  spoke  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  education  under  Christian 
influence,  making  the  pupils  see  their 
advantage.  A  social  hour  followed. 
The  new  students  were  invited  to  a 
"get-acquainted”  picnic,  the  day  be¬ 
fore  that  set  by  the  Government  for 
the  formal  opening. 

The  uncertainty  as  to  support  of  the 
school  caused  us  to  cut  the  salaries  until 
we  were  cut  to  half  day  and  one  was 


not  allowed  to  begin  until  July,  in  order 
to  save  two  months  of  her  salary.  The 
result  is  that  she  is  far  behind  with  her 
work  and  the  writer  with  hers  for  hav¬ 
ing  divided  her  time  between  English 
classes  and  the  other  teacher’s  work. 

A  small  debt  to  the  teachers  was  left 
over  and  paid  recently  when  a  parent 
of  last  year  finally  paid  his  bill. 

The  cooperation  of  the  teachers  in 
the  face  of  curtailed  salaries,  has  been 
maryelous.  Their  attendance  and  punc¬ 
tuality  are  almost  perfect. 

Eight  of  the  ten  teachers  are  grad¬ 
uates,  one  of  the  others  is  studying 
Kindergarten  Training  and  the  other 
lacks  very  little  of  having  finished.  They 
are  all  capable,  active,  enthusiastic,  con¬ 
secrated  Christians,  occupying  import¬ 
ant  places  in  our  Church  work  as  well. 
A  finer  group  could  not  be  found  for 
directing  and  inspiring  children  in  their 
school  duties  and  spiritual  development. 

Mrs.  Sullenberger,  out  of  her  busy 
life,  teaches  three  classes  of  Aritmetic, 
thus  curtailing  our  expense,  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  acquaintance  of  the  students. 

Through  the  Guatemala  News  you 
have  known  of  the  Arbor  Day  celebra¬ 
tion  and  of  the  School  Garden;  of  the 
Temperance  Work  so  efficacious  and  in¬ 
teresting  conducted  by  an  International 
Sec’y.  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  Mrs.  Mary  B. 
Egbert;  of  our  participation  again  in 
the  National  Independence  Day  Parade. 
The  teachers  are  preparing  a  Christmas 
Festival  for  the  benefit  especially  of 
the  families  represented  in  the  school 
who  do  not  attend  the  Church  services 
(thirty  children  come  from  such  homes). 
The  Chapel  Devotional  Services  each 
week  are  lead  in  turn  by  a  teacher,  a 
native  Pastor,  Dr.  Sullenberger,  a  class 
group,  and  a  young  Bible  woman  who 
reviews  the  Sunday  School  lesson  for 
Sunday  following.  Several  of  the  older 
pupils  are  keeping  a  notebook  with  the 
outline  of  the  messages,  the  expectation 
of  using  the  notes  some  day  when  they 
teach  Bible  classes  or  lead  services  as 
they  expect  to  do  in  their  own  town. 
Pray  that  they  remain  faithful  Christ¬ 
ians  and  that  they  be  leaders  in  their 
community. 

There  has  been  an  annual  increase  in 
the  advertising  of  the  school,  because 
of  the  desire  to  have  pupils  from  a  large 
sphere.  -  The  announcement  goes  out 
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every  month  in  the  Spanish  paper  pub¬ 
lished  by  Dr.  Haymaker;  the  Educa¬ 
tional  Magazine  published  here  men¬ 
tions  it  frequently  along  with  the  other 
schools;  an  article  with  two  views  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Diplomatic  Magazine  pub¬ 
lished  here;  the  Agricultural  Magazine 
published  a  view  taken  on  Arbor  day 
in  the  school  garden;  and  a  complete 
announcement  came  out  along  with 
those  of  other  schools,  in  the  Daily 
papers,  during  the  month  before  schools 
opened. 

The  library  gradually  increases  as  the 
Writer  finds  books  of  interest  and  prof¬ 
it  to  children  and  teachers,  and  as  funds 
permit. 

During  the  year  we  have  read  six 
books  published  by  local  authors,  two 
others  also  in  Spanish,  translated  from 
English,  and  one  in  English,  a  historical 
treatise  on  the  first  capital  of  Guatema¬ 
la.  One  treated  of  Educational  Psy¬ 
chology  and  modern  methods  of  teach¬ 
ing.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
teachers. 

The  writer  has  had  the  class  of  eight 
year  olds  in  Sunday  School,  has  helped 
with  the  music  in  the  various  services 
wben  time  and  strength  permitted.  Just 
now  some  time  is  being  used  serving 
as  a  member  of  a  committee  called  by 
the  Minister  of  Education  to  make  a 
collection  of  School  Songs.  The  Com. 
consists  of  the  Gen.  Sec’y.  of  Education, 
the  Director  of  the  National  Conser¬ 
vatory  of  Music,  his  first  ass’t.,  two 
poets,  a  novelist,  a  leader  of  a  Military 
Band,  Sec’y-  of  the  Entension  Dept., 
the  Ministry  of  Public  Education,  Sec’y. 
of  Dept,  of  Secondary  Schools,  and  four 
Principals  of  Public  Schools  and  the 
writer  representing  the  Private  Schools. 
We  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  to  con¬ 
tribute  toward  the  collecting  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  songs  until  now  a  very  barren 
field  in  the  Spanish  language.  Thanks 
to  American  Hospital  for  its  free  serv¬ 
ice  to  pupils. 

Looking  back  over  the  year  and  tak¬ 
ing  an  inventory  we  find  that  there 
have  been  multiple  opportunities  to 
have  left  indelible  impressions  of  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  on  many  impressionable 
lives.  Counting  with  the  example  of  our 
consecrated  teachers  and  matrons;  with 
the  Daily  Bible  classes;  with  the  Daily 
Devotional  Message  in  Chapel;  with  the 
Bible  reading  at  the  breakfast  table 


and  grace  with  each  meal;  with  the 
Sunday  School;  with  the  Intermediate 
C.  E.  where  all  the  boarding  children 
attend  each  Sunday  afternoon,  acting 
as  officials  and  taking  part  as  leaders, 
etc.;  attendance  upon  one  or  two  night 
Church  services  weekly;  and  taking  into 
account  the  general  atmosphere  of  ord¬ 
er,  of  reverence,  of  dedication  to  the 
work  in  hand,  of  appreciation  for  the 
preparation  which  is  offered  to  help 
make  life  successful,  satisfactory  and 
happy,  the  absolutely  hygienic  condi¬ 
tions  which  we  have,  the  abundant  and 
approximate  food,  the  basket  ball  and 
other  good  exercise,  and  the  beautiful 
natural  surroundings,  there  seems  to  be 
no  reason  why  the  children  entrusted 
to  our  care  should  not  develop  well-ord¬ 
ered,  healthy,  well  rounded  Christian 
lives. 

We  again  commend  all  that  we  have 
and  are  into  the  hands  of  a  kind  Heaven¬ 
ly  Father  who  knows  how  to  proportion 
His  grace  according  to  the  needs  of  each 
child.  Every  day  we  consciously  build 
for  Eternity. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Miss  Bestwick’s  Report 

[Note: — 

1.  That  Miss  Bestwick  is  now  a  double  R.  N. 
2.  That  she  balks  at  no  personal  sacrifice  to 
make  her  noble  calling;  effective.  3.  That  her 
work  has  all  the  “spice  of  life”  that  any  one 
could  ask. — Ed  ] 

As  the  old  year  slowly  goes  into  the 
new  we  look  back  and  think  we  would 
do  so  differently  if  we  had  it  to  live 
over  again,  but  there  is  so  much  to  be 
thankful  for  I  cannot  even  stop  for  re¬ 
grets.  I  am  very  happy  for  the  results 
of  the  past  year  and  feel  that  they  have 
been  the  door  for  doing  the  work  on  a 
much  larger  scale  this  coming  year. 

I  have  in  my  home  a  few  beds  which 
are  in  rooms  not  directly  connected  with 
my  living  quarters  and  yet  just  a  few 
steps  away.  I  receive  patients  from 
time  to  time.  These  rooms  have  been 
occupied  almost  all  of  the  last  year 
by  a  young  lady  with  tuberculosis.  With 
her  there  it  has  been  impossible  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  many  Obstetrical  cases  that 
have  applied  for  care.  I  spent  much 
time  trying  to  get  this  girl  well  but 
when  it  was  taking  my  time  away  from 
the  many  who  needed  me  I  planned  that 
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her  people  should  look  after  her  although 
that  necesitated  having  them  in  my 
house  also.  However  it  left  me  time 
for  the  studying  that  I  wished  to  do  in 
order  to  receive  Registration  in  Guate¬ 
mala.  I  spent  one  month  in  the  Capital 
studying  and  took  the  examinations  in 
July  and  passed.  With  this  registration 
I  have  more  liberty  to  practice  my  pro¬ 
fession  outside  of  a  Hospital. 

Part  of  my  work  has  been  going  with 
the  pastors  to  the  coast  country  and 
while  they  hold  services  I  hold  clinic. 
One  clinic  was  held  in  Asintal  a  small 
village  on  the  coast  about  35  miles  from 
home.  There  were  18  patients  that 
came  for  help.  I  do  not  take  them  in 
towns  where  there  are  doctors  or  phar¬ 
macists.  In  a  small  town  called  Pales- 
tina  there  were  ten. 

Many  people  who  have  coffee  or  corn 
on  the  coast  have  to  go  down  to  the 
low  land  and  the  first  thing  we  know 
are  desperately  ill  with  malaria.  One 
family  that  came  under  m;  observation 
not  long  ago,  by  the  name  of  Ortega 
were  all  down  sick.  The  father,  mother 
and  two  children.  The  corn  was  not 
sufficiently  ripe  to  eat,  they  had  but 
one  vegetable  and  besides  being  sick 
they  were  without  food  and  hungry 
for  days.  I  went  nine  miles  to  find 
them  and  brought  them  to  my  home 
and  cared  for  them  until  the  four  had 
been  cured  and  fed.  I  then  took  them 
home  and  brought  three  others  of  the 
same  description  and  gave  them  food 
and  treatments.  The  Ortega  family 
had  not  long  been  Christians.  May  this 
cup  of  cold  water  in  His  name  be  realiz¬ 
ed  in  many  others  being  saved 

One  family  I  learned  of  too  late.  After 
driving  miles  to  find  them  they  were  in 
too  bad  a  condition  to  be  moved  so  I 
had  to  give  them  what  I  could  for  the 
time  being  and  leave  them  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  help  I  procured  for  them. 
It  was  a  terrible  sight.  The  mother 
and  babe  have  now  died  and  the  father 
is  in  an  unconscious  state.  No  food, 
and  dying  of  malaria. 

During  the  year  I  have  had  in  my 
house  twelve  cases  averaging  six  and  a 
half  days  each.  Three  cases  averaging 
four  months  each  I  have  given  147  in¬ 
jections,  made  175  calls  and  did  81  lab¬ 
oratory  examinations. 

In  August  I  helped  with  conferences 
at  Sija  and  with  the  Institute  in  Que- 


zaltenango  during  October.  My  work 
has  taken  me  to  various  villages  near 
by  and  to  the  coast. 

In  the  city  I  am  working  with  a 
licensed  doctor.  He  personally  sees  the 
patients  I  bring  into  my  home  and  helps 
me  in  any  way  he  can.  While  I  am  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  American  Hospital, 
yet  they  never  fail  to  help  me  when 
I  need  supplies.  I  think  that  I  would 
call  myself  visiting  nurse  or  rather  rur¬ 
al  district  nurse.  But  what  ever  I  am, 
what  comes  to  my  hands  to  do  I  want 
to  do  it  with  all  my  might  and  for  the 
glory  of  Jesus  Christ  whom  although 
not  having  seen  I  love. 

Respecfully  submitted. 


Report  of  Mrs.  Burgess 

[Note:— 

The  predominance  of  the  Evangelistic  element 
in  our  work.  2. — The  important  literary  work 
being  done.  3 — The  close  coordination  between 
Evangelistic  literary  and  Press  work.--Ed.] 

• 

Just  after  Mission  Meeting  last  year, 
Miss  Morrison  and  I  started  in  on  plans 
and  practice  for  the  Christmas  program, 
which  is  always  made  to  present  the 
message  of  Jesus  as  the  Savior  of  all 
who  will  believe  on  Him,  as  it  is  our 
largest  audience  in  the  year. 

Throughout  the  year  I  have  worked 
with  the  translators  who  are  cooperat¬ 
ing  in  the  work  of  forming  the  Quiche 
version  of  the  New  Testament.  This 
has  occupied  four  hours  daily  six  days 
in  the  week,  except  for  the  few  weeks 
of  my  vacation  when  I  made  a  hurried 
trip  to  Colorado  and  Kansas  to  be  pre¬ 
sent  at  the  graduation  of  two  of  our 
daughters.  Since  Carrie  Belle  has  fin¬ 
ished  college  she  returned  to  Guatemala 
with  me  and  it  is  a  great  comfort  to 
have  her  at  home  again  after  an  absence 
of  eight  years  studying.  Considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  technique 
of  translation  and  in  matching  Greek 
words  with  their  corresponding  Quiche 
equivalents,  which  is  bearing  fruit  in  a 
more  rapid  translation  and  more  effect¬ 
ive  preaching  on  the  part  of  our  Indian 
workers. 

We  have  translated  the  Sunday  School 
lessons  all  year  into  the  Quiche  lan¬ 
guage,  have  written  some  helps  for 
each  lesson  and  printed  two  hundred 
copies,  which  have  been  distributed  in 
twelve  Sunday  Schools  and  handed  out 
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personally  to  Indians  who  can  read. 

In  the  Cienaga  we  keep  up  two  week¬ 
ly  preaching  services  and  a  small  Sun¬ 
day  School  for  Indians,  conducted  in 
their  own  language,  besides  continuing 
our  connection  with  the  « Bethel*  Church, 
thus  trying  to  reach  the  Indians  in  par¬ 
ticular  for  Christ. 

In  January  I  was  reelected  deaconness 
of  the  «Bethel»  Church,  a  position  I  have 
held  for  many  years,  and  entails  a  great 
deal  of  visiting,  advising,  praying  and 
helping  in  the  homes  of  the  church 
members.  I  have  a  class  of  young  ladies 
in  the  central  Sunday  School,  a  number 
of  whom  have  heard  the  Gospel  this 
year  for  the  first  time  and  are  decidedly 
interested.  Some  time  is  given  to  the 
Women’s  Weekly  Meeting  for  Bible 
Study,  and  to  working  up  the  music  for 
the  Sunday  preaching  services,  also  to 
commissions  on  work  carried  on  by 
Presbytery. 

During  the  Annual  Fair  in  September, 
we  held  preaching  services  three  times 
daily  for  four  days  in  the  Cienaga,  as 
thousands  of  people  passed  by  the  door 
going  and  coming  to  the  Fair.  They 
stopped  and  listened  in  groups  of  from 
twenty  to  sixty,  and  some  few  had  the 
courage  to  enter  and  take  a  seat.  We 
have  this  same  opportunity  nearly  every 
Sunday  morning,  for  groups  of  Indians 
stand  in  the  door  and  listen  to  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  Sunday  School  lesson, 
and  each  one  receives  a  tract.  These 
groups  are  usually  formed  of  out-of- 
town  Indians  who  come  in  for  military 
roll-call,  so  the  group  changes  constant¬ 
ly,  and  we  can  only  pray  that  the  seed 
sown  may  take  root  and  be  prospered 
by  our  Heavenly  Father  who  is  Lord  of 
of  the  Vineyard. 

We  have  entertained  a  great  many 
friends,  both  nationals  and  foreigners, 
in  our  home,  which  is  always  a  pleasure, 
and  we  recognize  and  appreciate  the 
help  of  our  daughters  and  efficient  ser¬ 
vants  who  make  this  possible  for  us. 

My  work  in  the  Indian  League  for 
Evangelization  has  not  been  so  happy 
as  last  year,  as  during  the  last  four 
months  we  have  had  many  difficult  pro¬ 
blems,  but  pray  God  to  work  them  all 
out  for  His  glory.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  work  in  the  Cienaga  Chapel  is  very- 
animated  and  encouraging,  and  we  thank 
God  for  the  Indian  lives  which  are  being 


made  new  in  Christ  Jesus. 
Respectfully  submitted, 


Report  of  Mr.  Burgess 

[Note:— 

1.— That  Dr.  Burgess  is  not  dead  but  back  on 
the  job.  2.— That  he  finds  much  difficulty  in 
getting  tom  loose  from  his  Spanish  work  to 
devote  himself  to  the  Indians.  8.— That  in 
absence  of  a  seminary’  the  conference  method 
is  made  use  of  to  train  workers  and  preachers. 
—Ed.] 

The  year  that  has  passed  since  our 
last  Mission  meeting  has  proved  a  time 
of  varying  experiences  and  opportu¬ 
nities  of  service  and  one  over  which 
like  the  previous  years  we  may  write 
an  Ebenezer. 

Pastoral  and  evangelistic  service  has 
taken  a  large  part  of  our  time.  The 
first  half  of  the  year  I  had  charge  of 
the  Rio  Bravo,  Retalhuleu  and  Nuevo 
San  Carlos  fields  in  the  Western  Pres¬ 
bytery  and  in  addition  to  fulfilling  the 
pastoral  functions  aided  the  first  two 
in  special  evangelistic  efforts  and  the 
latter  in  its  entertaining  of  the  Western 
Presbytery  at  its  Spring  Meeting.  At 
the  invitation  of  the  Central  American 
Mission  I  aided  in  a  special  evangelistic 
effort  in  the  remote  settlement  of  Ba¬ 
rillas  in  the  department  of  Huehuete- 
nango  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
month  of  April.  When  the  powers  that 
be  declared  that  I  should  return  to  the 
United  States  for  medical  attention,  tho 
I  observed  a  month  of  silence  (more  or 
less)  there  were  opportunities  to  preach 
both  going  and  returning  thro  Mexico 
and  in  several  of  the  churches  of  the 
Synod  of  Colorado  during  my  stay  in 
the  United  States.  During  the  month 
of  August  I  acted  as  pastor  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  in  Colorado  Springs  carrying  the 
full  work  involved.  Since  my  return 
to  Guatemala  I  have  been  assigned  by 
Presbytery  to  the  Sibilia  field  and  nu¬ 
merous  calls  for  preaching  service  from 
other  churches  and  congregations  have 
been  attended. 

Teaching  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with 
preaching.  The  last  week  in  July  was 
given  to  teaching  in  a  Spanish  Young 
Peoples  Conference  in  Colorado  and 
three  weeks  in  our  Presbytery’s  Bible 
Institute,  just  closed. 

Literary  Work  has  been  interwoven 
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with  the  above  mentioned  activities. 
My  usual  issue  of  an  Almanak  for  the  e- 
vangelical  community  was  again  publish 
ed  this  year  and  was  well  received.  The 
management  of  the  Noticiero  Printing 
Plant  and  the  Libreria  Evangelica  in 
Quezaltenango  have  been  largely  in  my 
hands.  In  addition  to  the  periodical 
publication  and  tracts  we  have  gotten 
out  new  editions  of  El  Corazon  del 
Hombre  (Heart  of  Man)  and  El  Him- 
nariode  Fe  y  Alabanza  (a Hymn  Book). 
In  these  issues  as  in  all  our  publishing 
work  Mrs.  Burgess  has  been  of  great 
help  in  the  reading  of  proof.  In  Febru¬ 
ary  Presbytery  named  me  chairman  of 
a  commision  to  report  on  Sex  Marriage 
and  the  Home  and  a  good  deal  of  the 
time  spent  in  the  United  States  was 
used  in  browsing  about  libraries  and 
drafting  tentative  reports  which  since 
my  return  have  been  studied  over  by 
the  Commision  in  plenary  sessions.  At 
its  August  meeting  Presbytery  named 
me  editor  of  its  monthly  publications, 
El  Noticiero  Evangelico  and  Lluvias  de 
Gracia,  and  I  have  been  in  charge  of 
them  since  that  time. 

Construction  Work  and  the  raising 
of  money  to  carry  it  on  have  also  come 
in  for  their  share  of  time,  the  chapel 
and  manse  in  Rio  Bravo  the  manse  in 
Retalhuleu  and  considerable  advance 
on  our  Quezaltenango  home  and  plant 
for  Indian  work  coming  within  the 
period  of  this  report. 

Indian  Work.  Mrs  Burgess  will  re¬ 
port  on  her  own  and  our  common  ac¬ 
tivities  in  Indian  work  which  is  coming 
to  absorb  more  and  more  or  our  time. 

Tho  handicapped  by  a  bad  throat  for 
the  larger  part  of  the  year  I  was  able 
to  carry  on  after  a  fashion  except  for 
the  month  of  silence  above  referred  to. 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  trouble 
seems  to  have  almost  entirely  cleared 
up  which  encourages  me  to  feel  that  I 
may  still  be  able  to  serve  the  cause  of 
our  Lord  for  another  period. 

Respectifully  submitted, 


Mr.  Harer’s  Report 

[Note:  — 

1.  Our  favorite  method  of  initiating  new  mis¬ 
sionaries.  2.  The  difficulty  there  is  in  a  new 
missionary  keeping  free  to  study  when  laborers 
are  so  few.  3.— Mr.  Harer’s  modesty— his  exami¬ 
nation  was  really  above  average.— Ed.] 


I  thank  God  for  the  continual  cons¬ 
ciousness  of  his  abiding  presence.  This 
past  year,  (my  first  on  the  mission  field) , 
although  difficult  because  of  new  ad¬ 
justments,  coupled  with  efforts  at  lan¬ 
guage  study  and  a  trying  job,  has  pas¬ 
sed  all  too  quickly. 

Our  arrival  in  Guatemala  occured 
just  two  months  before  last  year’s  Mis¬ 
sion  Meeting,  for  that  reason  we  were 
not  asked  to  give  reports.  The  time 
was  spent  getting  settled  in  our  new 
home,  accustoming  our  noses  to  strange, 
revolting  odors,  strenthening  ourselves 
against  blushing  at  sights  shocking  to 
the  timid,  and  training  our  ears  to  hear 
and  interpret  unheard  of  language 
sounds. 

After  Mission  Meeting  Mrs.  Harer 
and  I  made  a  three  weeks  itinerary  into 
the  Western  Presbytery  in  the  good 
company  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck.  Pas¬ 
sing  through  Panajachel  we  learned  of 
the  fine  work  being  done  by  the  Bundys 
and  Malmstrorns,  of  the  Central  Ame¬ 
rica  Mission,  in  their  Bible  Institute. 
In  Quezaltenango  it  was  a  joy  to  visit 
in  the  homes  and  converse  intimately 
with  our  friends  of  the  other  station 
who  are  carrying  forward  the  work  in 
the  west.  The  week  spent  with  Mr. 
Peck  visiting  the  different  churches  in 
his  field  I  count  as  one  of  the  most 
helpful  of  the  year.  This  trip  was  ap¬ 
propriately  climaxed  by  a  climb  to  the 
top  of  Tajumulco,  the  highest  peak  in 
Central  America. 

Language  Study:  The  next  four 
months  until  April  1st.  were  spent  in 
intensive  language  study,  from  five  to 
six  hours  each  day.  “Language  Study” 
for  me,  is  a  phrase  that  calls  to  mind 
all  the  words  of  counsel  1  received 
from  nearly  all  the  Board  Members  in 
New  York,  all  that  the  Board  Manual 
says  in  articles  Nos.  32-35,  and  all  that 
Board  Letter  N.  52-53  had  to  say,  for 
I  have  sinned  greatly  in  their  sight. 
My  report  on  language  study  is  not  at 
all  glowing  nor  am  I  satisfied  in  this 
respect  with  the  year’s  work,  however 
I  refuse  under  any  consideration  mak¬ 
ing  alibis.  The  members  of  this  mis¬ 
sion  will  remember  that  at  the  last 
Mission  Meeting  I  objected  to  being 
made  director  of  the  “Colegio  Indus¬ 
trial”  because  at  the  time  I  could  speak 
only  a  few  words  of  Spanish.  I  accept¬ 
ed  the  promises  to  help,  on  the  part  of 
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the  Mission,  in  all  good  faith  but  it 
soon  became  evident  to  me  that  they 
were  more  fantastic  than  real.  As  a 
natural  consequence  of  having  had  to 
accept  the  whole  responsibility  of  the 
administration  of  the  “Colegio  Indus¬ 
trial,”  language  study  has  been  the 
most  insignificant  part  of  the  last  half 
of  my  first  years’  work.  We  have  a 
good  teacher  for  one  hour  a  day  for 
five  days  a  week.  However  our  class 
periods  seldom  ever  terminate  without 
some  sort  of  urgent  interruption.  Oc¬ 
casionally  the  classes  have  had  to  be 
suspended  entirely,  and  I  have  not 
found  time  since  last  April  1st  for  any 
sort  of  organized  study  outside  of  the 
class  period.  In  all  this  business  of 
language  study  there  has  been  one 
saving  consideration.  I  have  found  it 
necessary  to  speak  some  sort  of  Spanish 
almost  continually.  This  has  had  both 
its  advantages  and  disadvantages;  it 
has  increased  my  vocabulary  and  fluen¬ 
cy  of  expression,  but  at  the  same  time 
has  served  to  entrench  and  make  ha¬ 
bitual  bad  forms.  As  an  educational 
and  evangelistic  missionary  my  sincere 
desire  is  to  be  able  to  teach  and  preach 
in  fluent  and  correct  Spanish.  I  must 
confess,  this  seems  more  improb  able 
each  day. 

Educational  Work:  On  the  first  of 
April  I  began  preparing  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  school  May  15th.  For  that  time  1 
dropped  completely  any  attempt  at  lan¬ 
guage  study,  It  meant  reorganizing  the 
dairy,  giving  over  all  the  responsibility 
to  the  boys,  for  Mr.  John  Haymaker 
had  been  doing  part  of  the  milking  and 
delivery.  Thanks  to  the  seven  boys  di¬ 
rectly  responsible,  our  dairy  business 
continues  to  grow  with  a  minimum  of 
supervision. 

The  next  big  job  confronting  me  was 
the  complete  reorganizing  of  the  course 
of  study  upon  the  basis  of  the  mission’s 
recomendation  to  place  more  emphasis 
upon  the  academic  side  of  the  work. 
This  I  did  securing  for  these  classes  Mr. 
Alberto  Melendez,  B.  S.,  M.  A.,  from 
the  Texas  Institute  of  Technology. 

Besides  these  two  big  jobs  I  spent  a 
good  deal  of  time  getting  out  letters  to 
interested  parents,  interviewing  pros¬ 
pective  students,  renovating  buildings, 
making  minor  repairs,  building  a  new 
school  kitchen,  etc.,  all  of  which  in  the 
first  two  months  required  a  great  deal 


of  detail  attention.  Of  course  there  is 
the  usual  host  of  duties  such  as  weekly 
chapel  services,  teachers’  meetings,  dis¬ 
ciplinary  problems,  and  general  farm¬ 
ing. 

My  aim  and  policy  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  has  been  one  of  administration  and 
not  of  details.  I  have  continually  sought 
to  train  and  educate  those  around  me 
to  do  their  jobs  as  well  as  if  I  did  them 
for  them.  I  am  seeing  and  feeling  the 
results  of  this  policy.  Today  I  find  that 
my  presence  is  becoming  less  and  less 
imperative.  Here  I  want  to  pay  tribute 
to  don  Alberto.  He  has  his  faults,  to  be 
sure,  just  as  do  we  all,  nevertheless  he 
has  been  my  right  hand  man,  proving 
himself  a  real  asset,  to  the  college. 

Evangelistic  Work:  A  year  ago  in 
September  I  sat  in  on  my  first  meeting 
of  a  National  Presbytery.  I  understood 
practically  mothing  and  could  not  in 
any  way  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  ses¬ 
sions.  Six  months  later  I  attended  an¬ 
other  meeting  of  Presbytery.  I  was 
suprised  to  find  that  I  uuderstood  most 
of  the  discussions  and  could  contribute 
something  to  the  deliberations.  At  this 
meeting  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  Treasurer  and 
chairm  an  of  the  Property  Committee, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  draw  up  plans  for 
some  sort  of  substantial  church  build¬ 
ing  that  would  be  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  the  people  and  would  not  have  to  be 
rebuilt  every  four  or  five  years.  For 
the  past  six  months  I  hdve  had  this  work 
under  supervision.  One  field  trip  of 
inspection  was  necessary.  At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Presbytery  two  weeks 
ago  we  presented  our  plan  and  findings. 
Its  general  principles  were  approved 
and  accepted.  I  think  we  have  gone  a 
long  way  in  impressing  upon  the  Na¬ 
tional  brethren  the  necessity  of  build¬ 
ing  churches  that  shall  be  both  attrac¬ 
tive,  in  keeping  with  the  architecture 
of  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time 
lasting. 

Also  at  the  same  sessions  my  evange¬ 
listic  responsibilities  were  greatly  in¬ 
creased.  Retaining  still  the  three  posts 
mentioned  above,  I  am  now  to  be  pastor 
ad  interim  in  the  Moran  and  Amatitlan 
field,  and  also  on  the  committe  for  mi¬ 
nisterial  culture.  My  evangelistic  and 
presbyterial  work  gives  me  great  joy. 
I  am  planning,  if  possible  in  the  coming- 
year,  to  have  more  time  free  from  my 


GUATEMALA  NEWS 


9 


school  work  to  dedicate  to  field  work. 
My  activities  in  this  respect,  morover, 
will  necessarily  be  limited  by  the  severe 
scarcity  of  evangelistic  funds  available 
for  itinerary  purposes.  Present  salary 
schedules  and  the  demands  of  the  school 
do  not  permit  of  extensive  travel  by 
train  and  walking  or  mule  back  would 
require  being  away  from  school-- for 
unreasonably  long  periods  of  time. 

Home  Life:  As  you  all  know  we  have 
undertaken  the  responsibility  of  rear 
ing  a  very  lively  boy.  Far  from  being 
a  disagreable  task,  as  some  might  be 
prone  to  think,  it  is  one  of  the  grand¬ 
est  privileges  I  know.  There  is  some¬ 
thing  (an  almost  unexplainable  some- 
ting)  about  the  freshness  and  unblem¬ 
ished  love  of  a  iittle  child  that  makes 
the  routine  duties  and  cares  seem  as 
nothing.  To  Mrs.  Harer  goes  all  the 
credit  for  a  well  organized  and  happy 
home  life. 

As  I  appraise  the  year’s  work,  the 
joys  far  outweigh  the  difficulties  and 
disappointments.  One.  of  my  particu¬ 
lar  joys  (I  suppose,  because  I  have  just 
enough  Irish  blood  in  my  viens  to  enjoy 
a  good  scrap)  has  been  hard  work  and 
knotty  problems.  Another  is  the  depth 
of  friendship  that  has  developed  with 
most  of  the  boys.  It  is  a  priceless  joy 
really  to  enter  into  their  lives  and  be¬ 
come  an  important  factor  in  moulding 
their  futures.  There  is  a  wealth  of  sat¬ 
isfaction  in  witnessing  daily  growth  to¬ 
ward  sturdy  Christian  manhood.  There 
is  unspeakable  joy  in  those  who  find  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  their  all  sufficient 
friend. 

We  apply  the  pragmatic  test  and  feel 
that  our  efforts  have  been  supremely 
worth  while.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year  one  father  brought  his  boy  to  us 
with  terrible  tales  of  unmanageabieness, 
of  “playing  hooky’’,  of  running  away 
from  home,  etc.  We  were  cautioned 
not  to  let  the  boy  out  of  our  sight.  But 
the  boy  has  given  us  no  trouble,  on  the 
contrary  he  has  responded  wonderfully 
to  personal  interest  and  friendship. 

I  feel  that  the  Lord  Jesus  has  been 
my  strength;  in  divine  wisdom  I  have 
been  saved  many  a  downfall.  And  so  it 
is  with  the  consciousness  of  his  quiet 
confidence  and  trust  that  I  face  my 
life’s  work  in  Guatemala. 

Respeetifully  submitted. 


Mrs.  Harer’s  Report 

[Note— 

1.— The  troubles  in  setting  up  a  home  in  a 
foreign  land.  2.— The  new  missionaries  getting 
acquainted  with  field  conditions  so  that  ihey  may 
understand  the  needs.  3. — The  variety  of  ways 
a  new  missionary  can  make  herself  useful — and 
the  templation  to  do  it.—  Ed.] 

At  the  close  of  fourteen  months’  res¬ 
idence  in  Guatemala,  we  find  ourselves 
adapted  to  life  in  a  strange  country, 
thankful  to  God  for  His  protection, 
and  the  oportunity  to  labor  in  His  har¬ 
vest  field. 

On  entering  Guatemala  and  estab¬ 
lishing  a  home,  I  was  confronted  with 
the  new  problem  of  buying  our  daily 
bread  in  a  foreign  tongue,  without 
the  customary  conveniences  of  chain 
grocery  stores  and  celophane-wrapped 
fresh  products.  The  question  of  serv¬ 
ants  was  such  a  complicated  one  that 
it  wras  not  until  April  1st.  that  a  full¬ 
time  household  maid  was  installed. 
The  success  I  have  had  in  managing 
our  home  with  the  aid  of  servants  I 
attribute  to  our  daily  morning  prayers 
together. 

Until  April  1st.  when  full-time  work 
fell  upon  us,  language  study  was  our 
first  consideration.  With  the  help  of 
two  teachers,  our  mornings  were  spent 
in  class.  Practical  experience,  too,  was 
not  lacking.  On  the  field  trip  in  the 
Western  Presbytery  in  November,  the 
Western  Presbytery  Meeting  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  and  in  everyday  association  at  the 
Colegio  Industrial,  we  have  had  much 
practice  in  using  Spanish.  Since  we 
began  living  at  the  College  our  first 
week  in  Guatemala,  we  soon  tried  to 
enter  into  activities  about  us.  To  that 
end  I  served  as  hostess  to  the  students 
on  various  Friday  evenings  before  I 
could  either  begin  a  conversation  or 
continue  it.  With  the  aid  of  Mr. 
John  Haymaker  those  evenings  were 
enjoyable. 

On  the  day  that  school  opened  in 
May,  when  students  were  registering 
for  their  scheduled  classes,  we  added  a 
new  member  to  our  household  and  to 
the  life  of  this  school  Cristobal  Diaz 
(Lolo)  was  two  and  one-half  years  old 
when  he  came  home  with  us,  and  in 
the  scant  six  months  he  has  been  here, 
he  has  won  himself  the  affection  of  the 
whole  school.  Through  this  child  we 
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have  found  an  easy  entrance  into  the 
confidence  of  the  boys,  and  they  have 
been  glad  to  share  our  home  life. 

The  daily  English  class  has  been  my 
greatest  opportunity  for  mutual  under¬ 
standing.  I  teach  by  the  same  mothods 
used  in  kindergartens  of  Spanish-speak¬ 
ing  children  when  they  must  learn  En¬ 
glish  before  entering  First  Grade.  The 
results  in  both  English  and  friendship 
have  been  most  rewarding.  We  use 
the  direct  method  and  speak  only  En¬ 
glish.  The  boys  have  borrowed  the 
baby  s  toys  and  books  to  learn  more 
English,  and  in  turn  the  carpenters  and 
mechanics  keep  his  toys  in  good  repair. 
Language  learning  always  begins  with 
the  ordinary  things,  and  many  an  illus¬ 
tration  comes  out  of  the  exneriences  of 
the  students  with  which  I  am  familiar, 
or  from  our  own  kitchen  door.  Per¬ 
haps  having  the  class  in  the  garage 
under  the.  same  roof  as  the  kitchen, 
with  a  dirt  floor  and  wooden  boxes 
for  seats,  has  its  share  too  in  making 
us  become  as  a  little  child  three  years 
old,  who  increases  his  voccabulary  at 
a  remarkable  daily  rate.  English  is  a 
convenient  chance  to  tell  of  the  things 
we  have  seen  and  done,  the  pictures 
we  like  best,  and  the  things  we  want 
most  to  do,  and  I  am  thankful  for  the 
opportunity  that  is  mine. 

Also  I  have  t  vo  piano  pupils  at  pre¬ 
sent,  with  six  others  waiting  chances 
in  their  busy  daily  schedules.  The  gen¬ 
eral  music  class  comes  twice  a  week, 
on  alternate  days  with  piano  lessons. 
All  piano  practice,  lessons,  and  one 
music  class  a  week  take  place  in  our 
living  room. 

The  boys  are  welcome  at  the  office 
for  recreation  at  any  out-of-class  hour. 
As  ball  playing  must  of  necessity  stop 
at  dark,  the  boys  come  into  the  office 
an  hour  before  the  study  hall  bell  rings 
at  seven-thirty.  They  occupy  them¬ 
selves  by  reading  the  daily  newspaper, 
looking  at  National  Geographies,  play¬ 
ing  the  zither,  listening  to  the  victrola, 
practicing  typing,  or  learning  to  run 
an  adding  machine. 

When  Mr.  Harer  leaves  for  a  trip  in 
the  field,  it  is  with  confidence  that  all 
will  be  well  during  his  absence,  and 
such  has  been  the  case. 

We  have  tried  hard  this  year  to  keep 
in  close  communication  with  the  church 
at  home.  I  feel  that  one  of  my  par¬ 


ticular  jobs  as  a  missionary  wife  is  in 
corresponding  with  the  faithful  ones 
at  home. 

We  pray  God’s  blessing  upon  all  His 
great  work  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
And  may  we  always  be  found  in  our 
appointed  places,  doing  the  task  He  has 
given  us  to  do. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haymaker’s  Report 

[Note: — 

The  large  work  being  accomplished  by 
your  gifts,  readers  who  have  helped  install  the 
printing  plant.  2. — That  three  classes  in  the 
school  curriculum  were  inadvertantly  omitted 
in  the  report.  3. — That  the  Guata.  News  still 
needs  your  help. — Ed  ] 

The  Publicity  Department  reports  the 
Mission  Printing  Plant  still  at  work  and 
doing  business  at  the  old  stand  despite 
the  depression.  The  printers  at  consid¬ 
erable  sacrifice  have  managed  to  get 
through  on  the  footing  announced  last 
year,  and  all  are  yet  alive,  though  poor 
and  getting  poorer.  They  stay  with  the 
job  for  two  reasons:  first,  it  is  better  to 
be  sure  of  some  wages  to  live  on  than 
pretty  sure  of  none  at  all;  second,  as 
all  the  boys  are  thorough  evangelicals 
of  long  standing,  even  though  they  get 
nothing  for  it,  they  just  work  for  the 
good  they  can.  do. 

My  own  part  of  the  job  has  been:— 
first,  editing  Guatemala  News.  This  is 
a  serious  job.  Some  few  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  pretty  faithfully  kept 
their  contract  to  keep  their  own  depart¬ 
ment  before  our  supporters  at  home, 
thus,  cooperating  with  the  Church’s 
publicity  department  in  the  Board 
centers;  others  have  sent  in  something 
once  or  twice;  others  have  done  abso¬ 
lutely  nothing  at  all . but  the 

paper  has  to  come  out  on  time,  so  it 
falls  to  the  editor  to  fill  it  up  at  high 

pressure  at  the  very  last  moment . 

poor  wretch! 

The  News  has  suffered  much  from 
the  depression.  We  have  been  compel¬ 
led  to  tighten  up  still  more  on  subscrip¬ 
tions,  and  by  so  doing  have  greatly 
reduced  the  usefulness  of  the  paper  and 
its  subscriptions,  but  we  have  materi¬ 
ally  increased  the  ,the  income,  which 
this  year  has  amounted  to  $171.45,  con¬ 
siderably  more  then  in  previous  years, 
and  we  have  lowered  the  production 
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expenses. 

We  have  also  tightened  up  the  subs¬ 
cription  list  of  El  Mensajero  but  with 
less  favorable  results  in  income,  though 
we  have  saved  some  in  outlay.  The 
tract  work  has  also  had  to  be  reduced. 

Besides  the  editorial  work,  there  has 
been  the  management  of  the  business 
side  of. the  plant,  reading  from  two  to 
four  proofs  of  all  work,  keeping  the 
press  out  of  jail,  keeping  the  records 
of  funds  and  work,  superintending  the 
mailing  of  publications,  and  last  but 
not  least  receiving  the  kicks  and  bou¬ 
quets  for  what  is  published,  and  pass¬ 
ing  them  on  when  necessary.  The  out¬ 
put  this  year  has  been  as  follows:  — 


Class  of  Work 

Jobs 

Pages 

Evangelistic . 

.  .  71 . 

. . .  408,013 

Administrative. . . 

.  .  47 . 

.  ..  57,741 

Periodical . 

..  22 . 

. . .  316,800 

Outside  Jobs . 

. .  20 . 

.  ..  27,361 

Total 

160 

809,915 

This  gives  a  total  of  160  jobs  and  of 
809,915  pages.  This  is  a  drop  of  543, 
310  pages  from  last  year  due  to  reduc¬ 
tion  in  subscriptions  to  the  papers  and 
decreased  output  of  tracts,  and  also  to 
the  fact  that  owing  to  the  new  date  of 
the  Mission  Meeting  we  have  but  eleven 
months  to  report.  A  larger  percentage 
of  the  tracts  this  year  have  been  repro¬ 
ductions,  and  still  fewer  have  been 
strictly  polemical.  We  are  tending 
toward  larger  and  more  studied  pro¬ 
duction,  though  not  abandoning  manu¬ 
al  literature. 

I  wish  again  to  acknowledge  the 
increasing  efficiency  of  Don  Maclovio 
Barrios  as  assistant  in  Spanish  editorial 
work.  I  feel  that  if  the  missionaries 
should  now  at  any  time  be  deprived  by 
law  of  the  management  of  the  Spanish 
publication  work,  a  situation  not  at 
all  impossible,  Don  Maclovio  would 
clearly  be  the  best  solution  of  the 
problem  in  sight.  It  might  even  be  a 
good  move  to  take  such  a  step  without 
waiting  to  be  kicked  into  it,  as  that 
is  right  in  line  with  the  best  mission 
policy,  that  of  developing  a  self  con¬ 
tained  native  church. 

Both  as  an  element  of  its  own  normal 
growth,  and  as  a  department  of  the  In¬ 
dustrial  College,  the  Printing  Depart¬ 


ment  has  felt  forced  to  develop  its  ac¬ 
tivities  more  in  the  line  of  bookbinding, 
and  this  year  has  got  on  foot  a  diminu¬ 
tive  bindery.  This  department  is  a  pre¬ 
paration  for  a  class  of  liteiature  that 
we  are  going  to  need  more  and  more 
from  now  on,  namely  more  extensive 
and  studied  works  for  closer  students. 
This  will  call  for  books,  and  this  in 
turn  for  bookbinding.  Having  been  a 
bookbinder  in  former  days,  I  was  able 
to  give  the  instruction  without  an  extra 
teacher.  Fortunately  the  outfit  for  sim¬ 
plest  and  best  hand  bookbinding  is  not 
expensive,  so  we  felt  justified  in  ad¬ 
vancing  it  from  our  own  small  pension 
and  risking  its  return  from  the  earnings 
of  the  shop,  without  calling  on  the  home 
church  at  all.  By  doing  the  work  our¬ 
selves  and  economizing  carefully  we 
equipped  a  comfortable  little  plant  for 
$73.80,  which  debt  has  already  been  re¬ 
duced  by  the  earnings  of  the  bindery  to 
$36.81.  This  year  we  have  but  three 
pupils  in  this  department,  two  of  them 
on  trial,  one  of  whom  has  dropped  out. 
More  wanted  to  enter,  but  we  must 
limit  the  number  to  the  size  of  the  plant. 
In  view  of  the  times,  we  feel  quite  con¬ 
tented  with  the  results  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  this  year. 

The  Sunday  services  of  the  English 
congregation  have  again  been  my  re¬ 
sponsibility  this  year.  While  the  con¬ 
gregation  has  not  been  large,  those  who 
have  attended  have  expressed  high  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  privilege  of  having  a 
service  in  their  own  language.  We 
feel  that  it  is  worth  something  to  our 
American  and  English  colonies  not  to 
forget  their  religion  enterely  when  they 
come  to  Guatemala,  and  besides  this 
service  still  adds  some  prestige  to  our 
church,  though  this  is  less  needed  than 
formerly.  The  continuity  of  my  preach¬ 
ing  is  relieved  at  times  by  a  visiting 
missionary  and  several  times  by  Mr. 
Harer  or  by  exchange  with  Dr.  Sul- 
lenberger. 

-  (Con tin-tied  on  page  16). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  H.  Kerns’  Report 

(Note: — 

1.  The  importance  of  the  health  question  in 
this  period — direct  sun’s  rays,  altitude,  malaria, 
&c.  2.  Progress  toward  self-support  in  the 

outfield.  3.  The  tendencies  of  the  Mission  to 
unify  the  church  by  sending  fraternal  delegates.) 

In  review  the  year  1933-34  has  been 
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one  full  of  God’s  blessings,  but  consid¬ 
erably  broken  up  by  ill-health.  Just 
two  days  after  last  year’s  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  I  took  to  my  bed  with  a  bout  of 
malaria  that  lasted  seventeen  days.  Since 
then,  however,  I  have  had  no  trouble  of 
a  physical  sort,  although  suffering  some¬ 
what  nervously.  Mrs.  Kerns  had  to 
have  an  operation  in  April.  Then  she 
found  she  could  not  adjust  herself  to 
the  high  altitude  of  Quezaltenango.  And 
so  we  have  been  obliged  to  make  our 
headquarters  in  the  capital  for  the  last 
few  months. 

Early  in  November  I  was  appointed 
to  the  post  of  director  of  the  monthly 
paper  published  by  the  Western  Pres¬ 
bytery  called  “El  Noticiero”.  This 
work  involved  not  so  much  writing  as 
correcting  the  articles  sent  in  from  the 
held  and  proved  of  great  value  in  per¬ 
fecting  our  Spanish.  Just  a  month  ago 
the  work  had  to  be  turned  over  to  Dr. 
Burgess  because  of  our  long  stay  in  the 
capital. 

The  work  has  been  kept  up  to  the 
best  of  our  ability  in  the  fields  of  Coa- 
tepeque  and  Las  Palmas,  having  at  last 
gotten  an  assistant  to  come  and  live 
down  in  the  terrible  climate  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  field.  Coatepeque  church  shows 
great  progress  along  the  line  of  self 
support,  having  been  able  to  supply 
almost  two  thirds  of  the  funds  necessary 
to  run  its  affairs  during  the  last  six 
months.  Since  the  sessions  of  Presby¬ 
tery  in  August  I  have  also  taken  over 
the  stated  supply  work  of  the  church  in 
Rio  Bravo,  a  smaller  field  but  full  of 
very  interesting  possibilities.  Up  to 
the  time  of  her  illness  in  April,  Mrs. 
Kerns  accompanied  me  through  these 
fields  helping  considerably  with  the 
women’s  work. 

In  August  Mrs.  Kerns’  health  obliged 
us  to  take  some  three  weeks  time  out 
down  at  El  Rancho,  the  Mission  Rest 
Home.  We  returned  to  the  capital 
much  improved  in  health  and  spirits 
and  have  been  here  ever  since  with  the 
exception  of  the  trips  I  made  to  the 
Coast  and  up  to  Quezaltenango  to  assist 
with  the  Bible  Institute  which  was  held 
for  our  workers  in  October.  Having 
been  named  by  presbytery  to  return 
their  visit  to  us  I  left  in  the  middle  of 
Institute  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the 
Central  Presbytery  held  in  El  Progreso. 
It  was  a  very  valuable  experience  in 


giving  me  some  new  insights  into  the 
work  outside  of  my  special  field. 

We  have  given  definite  time  to  lan¬ 
guage  study.  When  in  Quezaltenango 
Mrs.  Kerns  took  formal  classes  three 
times  a  week  until  June  when  she  dis¬ 
continued  them  although  she  continued 
her  reading  and  private  study.  My 
own  work  along  that  line  has  consisted 
of  reading  since  the  Mission  gave  me 
permission  to  discontinue  the  work 
with  a  teacher  as  I  had  passed  both  the 
required  examinations. 

The  several  unusual  health  emergen¬ 
cies  have  rather  broken  up  the  year  for 
us  and  we  do  not  feel  that  we  have 
contributed  very  much  to  the  whole 
except  in  scattered  bits.  It  is  my  opin¬ 
ion  that  I  have  been  doing  work  that 
for  the  major  part  could  have  been 
done  by  the  native  pastors.  There  can 
be  no  successful  pastoral  relation  be¬ 
tween  a  missionary  living  in  the  high¬ 
lands  and  making  short  visits  once  a 
month  and  people  who  live  on  the  coast 
the  whole  time.  It  should  be  well  re¬ 
cognized  that  such  efforts  are  of  a 
temporary  character  until  some  more 
useful  work  is  found. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Miss.  Morrison’s  Report 

[ — Note: 

1—  The  combination  of  religion  school  work 
and  play.  2— The  prominence  given  to  Christian 
growth  in  our  school  program.  3.— The  prob¬ 
lem  we  have  to  solve  in  getting  solid  work  done 
when  excessive  civic  ostentation  is  in  such  de¬ 
mand. — Ed.] 

Nov.  1.  1933  to  October  31,  1934. 

Another  milestone  passed!  What  did 
I  see  on  this  part  of  the  journey?  Joys 
and  sorrow,  work  and  play,  the  fruits 
of  which  we  leave  in  the  hands  of  Him 
who  leads  us  on  our  way.  May  He  for¬ 
give  the  errors  and  the  hours  ill-spent 
and  to  Him  be  the  glory  for  any  good 
done. 

Month  by  month  record. 

November:  The  seniors  were  examin¬ 
ed  in  eight  of  their  subjects  and  all  did 
very  nicely. 

December;  The  school  took  part  in 
the  program  on  the  20th.,  the  Day  of 
the  Normalites. 

There  were  rehearsals  for  the  Christ¬ 
mas  program  in  the  church  and  joy  in 
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that  celebration.  The  C.  E.  gave  one 
program  at  which  they  distributed  the 
clothing  they  had  made  for  the  poor. 
Much  of  the  sewing  had  been  done  in 
the  school.  The  S.  S.  gave  another 
program  on  Christmas  Eve  and  the 
missionary  family  had  a  delightful  time 
in  the  Burgess  home. 

January:  The  Seniors  had  their  two 
remaining  examinations  and  the  Bible 
classes  of  the  whole  school  finished  their 
work.  In  some  ways  that  part  of  our 
school  work  was  very  difficult  last  year 
for  we  had  too  many  large  girls  com¬ 
pletely  indifferent  to  spiritual  things. 

February;  The  grades,  three  classes 
of  the  Normal  Department  and  the  com¬ 
mercial  classes  had  their  finals,  in  which 
most  of  the  pupils  did  very  well.  The 
seniors  had  their  comprehensive  ex¬ 
amination  to  obtain  their  teachers,’  cer¬ 
tificates  and  their  B.  A.  degree.  Thus 
we  saw  five  more  teachers  go  forth  and 
four  of  them  with  the  degree.  The  clos¬ 
ing  exercises  were  the  last  of  February 
and  all  children  went  home  for  the  two- 
month  vacation.  During  the-  normal 
examinations,  I  was  asked  to  help  in 
the  national  institute  in  the  English  ex¬ 
aminations. 

March:  Fifty  years  ago  in  March. 
1884,  two  ynung  people  united  their 
lives  in  establishing  a  happy  Christian 
home.  It  was  very  farsighted  they  were 
in  choosing  March,  so  that  when  they 
were  ready  to  celebrate  the  Golden 
Wedding,  it  would  come  when  their 
second  daughter  wouid  be  in  vacation. 
Anyway  it  so  happened,  so  I  went  to 
the  States  to  be  with  them  and  the  rest 
of  their  children  on  that  happy  day.  It 
was  a  delightful  trip,  a  real  rest  and  a. 
blessed  time,  ending  the  latter  part  of 
April. 

The  few  days  of  April  left  to  the 
vacation  on  return  were  spent  in  direct¬ 
ing  the  cleaning  of  the  building  and  in 
correspondence  in  arranging  things  for 
the  new  school  term. 

May:  Enrollment,  employing  teach¬ 
ers,  receiving  the  pupils,  making  out 
the  schedule,  organizing  classes,  cele¬ 
brating  Mother’s  Day  and  Arbor  Day 
taking  charge  of  the  church  music 
when  the  Burgesses  went  on  their  va¬ 
cation  are  the  things  that  filled  this 
month. 

June:  Saw  the  classwork  in  running 
order  and  the  work  of  the  year  well 
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started.  By  the  middle  of  the  month, 
efforts  were  put  forth  to  have  the  uni¬ 
forms  ready  for  the  first  public  ap¬ 
pearance.  Orders  soon  came  to  drill 
the  pupils  to  march.  Tho  we  were  the 
most  conservative  school  yet  we  lost 
four  days  getting  ready  to  march  and 
three  days  taking  part  in  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  30th.  My  efforts  to  read 
proof  of  hymns  proved  interesting  to 
those  who  at  certain  times  passed  the 
office,  for  the  orders  had  been  “to  sing 
each  hymn.” 

July:  a  famous  month  for  extras. 
The  4th.  with  an  all  day  stunt  in  the 
Boys’  Institute,  the  19th.  in  honor  of 
Barrios  once  more.  As  we  won  the  . 
basketball  championship  last  year,  we 
were  called  upon  to  represent  the  city 
league  in  a  neighboring  town’s  Fair, 
We  went,  played,  won  and  returned 
without  an  accident.  That  month  start¬ 
ed  the  tournament  in  town  here,  so 
nearly  every  Saturday  afternoon  for 
two  months  saw  us  at  games.  Our  sec¬ 
ond  team  won  all  honors  in  their  di¬ 
vision  and  the  first  team  tied  for  second. 

August:  When  Columbus  started  out 
for  new  routes,  he  might  have  changed 
his  plans,  had  he  known  how  many  holi¬ 
days  he  would  cause  our  schools  to  have. 
On  the  3rd.  we  had  to  remember  his 
setting  forth  [on  such  a  perilous  journey 
Then  the  students  in  town  were  caught 
in  the  throes  of  the  “Queen  Fever’’  and 
launched  a  new  program  which  includes 
a  Queen  of  the  Students.  One  of  our 
girls  was  chosen  as  candidate.  The  City 
League  of  Sport  chose  another  as  candi¬ 
date  for  their  queen.  The  business  men 
wanted  a  “Maid  of  the  Fair”  and  they 
looked  our  way.  So  with  three  candi¬ 
dates  in  our  midst,  I  had  to  work  out 
a  schedule  so  that  interviews  and  such 
would  not  interrupt  class  work.  Such 
electioneering! 

This  month  brings  a  session  of  Pres¬ 
bytery  with  its  accompanying  meetings 
for  the  other  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tions.  It  was  this  year  in  a  near  by  town 
so  groups  fmm  the  school  could  go  and 
did.  A  keen  interest  in  the  churchwork 
resulted  and  several  have  joined  the 
C.  E.  as  the  first  step  in  wanting  to  have 
a  part  in  it.  We  were  pleased  to  have 
the  girl  that  comes  from  Sija  choose 
this  time  to  be  baptized  for  thus  she 
was  accepted  in  her  home  town  church. 

September:  Whether  these  people  so 
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dislike  labor  or  just  have  not  noticed 
the  red  letter  on  our  calendars,  I  can 
not  say,  but  they  do  let  Labor  Day  go 
unnoticed.  Just  a  lost  opportunity! 

The  boys  of  the  Institute  had  to  have 
funds  to  carry  on  the  propaganda  for 
their  queen  so  organized  a  program  in 
which  all  schools  took  part.  Hence  we 
rehearsed  and  carried  out  our  share. 
Then  came  the  three  elections.  The 
girl  running  for  “Maid  of  the  Fair” 
withdrew  so  at  the  last  we  had  only  two 
candidates  and  fortunately  only  one  was 
triumphant.  We  have  since  then  Adela  I, 
Queen  of  the  Students,  living  with  us. 

Fair  Week  comes  in  September  in 
connection  with  the  Independence  Day, 
so  a  lengthy  program  is  developed.  It 
began  with  two  essay  contests  on  the 
12th  and  13th.  On  the  14th.  we  had  a 
part  in  the  games,  playing  a  team  from 
a  near  by  town  and  brought  the  medal 
to  the  school  with  us.  In  the  patriotic 
program  given  on  the  15th,,  we  sang 
and  from  the  City  Hall  took  part  in  the 
general  parade,  the  school  making  a 
very  pleasing  sight  in  their  new  uni¬ 
forms  and  helping  in  the  two  floats  re¬ 
quested  of  us.  We  responded  to  the 
orders  to  present  ourselves  again  on 
the  17th.,  but  so  few  schools  turned  out 
that  the  march  was  not  given. 

School  work  was  resumed  the  20th. 
and  the  following  Monday  the  mid-year 
examinations  began.  The  results  were 
fairly  satisfactory  and  let  us  know  whei  e 
our  weak  points  are  that  we  may  be 
ready  for  the  finals.  I  was  named  re¬ 
presentative  of  the  government  to  wit¬ 
ness  the  examinations  in  one  of  the  na¬ 
tional  schools  at  this  time.  Thus  ended 
a  busy  month. 

October:  During  the  examinations 
and  the  first  days  of  October,  we  let 
sports  alone,  but  the  peace  was  short 
for  we  were  begged,  beseeched  and 
practically  ordered  to  take  part  in  each 
of  the  festivities  given  in  celebrating 
the  12th.  We  entered  two  girls  in  the- 
essay  contest  held  the  8th,  and  wo^ 
first  place,  so  in  the  program  given  on 
the  11th.  we  received  the  3rd.  prize  won 
in  September  and  this  one.  The  next 
morning  we  won  four  medals  in  the 
swimming  contest.  In  the  afternoon 
the  various  schools  gave  a  patriotic  pro¬ 
gram  and  our  number  was  very  well 
received.  There  the  City  authorities 
distributed  the  prizes  awarded  in  the 


exposition  and  we  got  one  for  the  hand¬ 
work  we  displayed  during  the  Fair. 
The  13th.  was  given  to  games  and  our 
teams  won  both  games  for  girls. 

The  seniors  have  been  left  out  of 
these  last  affairs  that  they  may  cram 
for  the  finals  which  begin  the  4th.  of 
November. 

All  along  the  line  we  have  helped  in 
the  C.  E.  and  the  S.  S.,  helped  a  bit  in 
giving  to  the  poor  and  in  the  classwork 
the  native  workers  have  had  these  past 
three  weeks. 

Of  course  it  was  a  huge  disappoint¬ 
ment  to  have  Miss  Weeks  get  sick,  but 
we  are  very  grateful  for  increased 
strength  to  handle  some  of  her  classes. 
Before  August  I  taught  3  English  class¬ 
es,  1  in  Aritmetic  and  the  Bible  in  the 
Normal  Department.  Right  now  I  have 
four  other  English  classes. 

The  number  of  pupils  this  year  is 
about  the  same  as  last  tho  distributed 
differently.  Our  Normal  Department 
is  larger  and  the  grades  had  a  few  less. 
The  interest  in  the  Bible  classes  is 
much  better  and  we  see  much  greater 
results  in  many  tho  our  hearts  have 
ached  when  two  of  our  “steadies”  got 
into  miscrief  that  bordered  on  real 
trouble.  We  pray  that  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  months  we  can  see  their  fervor 
renewed. 

We  have  had  girls  helping  in  the  S.S. 
and  C.  E.  going  to  other  towns  at  times 
both  the  S.  S.  and  evening  services.  We 
are  very  grateful  for  the  hearty  Christ¬ 
ian  cooperation  of  the  teachers  and 
matron.  In  so  many  ways  it  has  been 
wonderful  year  and  we  thank  our  Lord 
and  Master  for  the  opportunities  He 
hasgi^en.  May  we  see  how  to  make 
the  most  of  each  one  of  them. 
Respectfully  submitted. 


MISCELLANY 

Rev.  Elliot  Speer 


Just  a  couple  of  hours  too  late  to  get 
it  into  our  former  issue  came  the  news 
of  the  tragic  death  of  Rev.  Elliot  Spear, 
elder  son  of  our  veteran  Board  Secre¬ 
tary,  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer. 

Needless  to  say  that  it  paralized  us 
by  its  suddenness,  and  by  the  ruthless¬ 
ness  of  the  deed.  Needless  also  to  say 
that  the  most  heartfelt  sympathy  of  all 
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of  us  goes  out  to  our  beloved  Secretary 
and  his  family  in  this  hour  of  bereave¬ 
ment.  My  God  sustain  and  console  them! 

Such  events  are  hard  to  explain  even 
when  men  think  they  understand.  But 
here  we  wonder  not  only  why  it  was 
God’s  will,  and  puzzle  over  what  may 
be  the  greater  divine  objective  that 
can  as  we  believe  make  even  so  apparent 
an  evil  really  an  immense  good,  but  we 
cannot  see  any  even  remotely  adequate 
cause  for  such  a  dead.  It  is  one  of 
those  unfathomable  mystesies  that  will 
likely  have  to  wait  in  the  archives  of 
God  till  the  day  when  all  things  shall  be 
brought  to  light. 

If  human  sympathy  has  either  worth 
or  power,  it  should  comfort  these  dear 
ones  whose  hearts  are  heavy,  to  know 
that  thousands  of  co-workers  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  their  converts  in  all  na¬ 
tions  of  the  world  when  these  sad  news 
reached  them,  instinctively  fell  on  their 
knees  pleading  for  consolation  for  the 
bereaved  at  the  only  true  source  where 
that  unspeakable  blessing  can  be  found. 

May  He  who  overrules  all  disaster 
for  his  beloved  now  be  the  stay  and 
comfort  for  these  who  have  spent  their 
lives  in  providing  divine  consolation  for 
those  of  all  lands  who  were  in  the 
greatest  need.  H. 


Calendar  Reform 

We  want  to  give  our  vote  in  favor  of 
calendar  reform.  The  new  perpetual 
world  calendar  is  so  much  more  sensi¬ 
ble,  would  avoid  so  many  difficulties,  is 
just  as  astronomical  as  the  one  we  are 
using,  is  so  perfectly  in  line  with  inter¬ 
national  advancement,  and  can  be  adopt¬ 
ed  with  so  comparatively  little  disturb¬ 
ance  of  existing  dates,  that  there  seems 
no  excuse  for  holding  to  the  old  awk¬ 
ward  calendar  that  was  all  right  in  its 
day  but. . . .  we’ve  got  past  that. — H. 


Industrial  College  Notes 

A  few  of  the  boys  were  growingcare- 
less  in  attendance  and  punctuarity  late¬ 
ly,  so  we  put  our  system  of  credits  and 
discredits  into  service  and  they  toned  up 
immediately. 


We  have  several  nice  Jersey  calves  to 
feed,  and  yet  have  a  fine  market  for 
milk  at  a  price  considerably  above  that 


of  common  milk,  for  people  have  learn¬ 
ed  that  what  we  sell  is  milk  not  water. 
So  Mr.  Harer  arranged  with  a  neighbor 
who  can  only  get  the  low  price  even  for 
pure  milk  to  sell  us  enough  milk  to 
feed  the  calves  who  thrive  on  it  quite 
well  and  we  sell  all  ours.  This  results 
in  quite  a  saving,  so  that  the  calves  food 
costs  us  nothing,  and  soon  will  cost  less 
than  nothing.  Good  scheme! 


The  social  side  of  the  college  boys’ 
education  is  being  well  looked  after. 
In  the  Miscellany  and  Orientation  class 
they  have  been  given  a  short  course  in 
the  usages  of  polite  society,  especially 
at  the  table,  and  they  are  invited  all 
together  or  in  groups  to  take  dinner 
with  the  Principal  and  his  wife  or  writh 
their  professor  and  his  wife,  where  they 
spend  the  evening  in  a  home  atmosphere 
and  have  a  rollicking  good  time  with  no 
vices  and  with  a  chance  to  put  in  prac¬ 
tice  some  of  the  things  they  have  learn¬ 
ed  in  class.  Teaching  them  how  to  be 
gentlemen  and  then  treating  them  as 
such  has  a  wonderful  influence  on  their 
conduct. 


In  Memoriam 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  10th  there 
passed  to  his  heavenly  reward  our  oldest 
native  ordained  minister,  Roman  Her¬ 
nandez,  who  was  not  only  the  oldest  in 
years,  but  had  been  longest  in  the  faith. 
He  accepted  the  Gospel  as  a  young  man 
in  Salvador.  In  due  time  he  became  a 
colporteur  for  the  Bible  Society,  and  as 
such  bore  the  brunt  of  pioner  work  and 
the  severest  opposition.  Many  a  jail 
has  he  seen  the  inside  of  for  the  crime 
of  distributing  the  Bible  and  preaching 
its  contents,  but  never  did  his  faith 
weaken  or  his  courage  fail  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  He  raised  two  orphan  nephews 
and  made  colporters  of  both  and  both 
were  later  ordai  ned  by  our  presbytery, 
one  is  already  deceased.  He  was  noted 
for  his  sound  common  sense  and  his 
ability  to  settle  church  quarrels.  He  has 
been  superannuated  and  an  invalid  for 
a  long  time.  He  was  a  good  man.— H. 
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Ed.  M.  Haymaker,  D.  D.,  Editor 
Apartado  378,  Guatemala, 
Guatemala,  Central  America. 


(Continued  from  page  11). 

An  interesting  and  apparently  useful 
line  of  my  work  is  the  elderly  men’s 
class  in  Sunday  School,  varying  in  num¬ 
bers  from  BO  to  58.  The  leader  analyzes 
the  lesson  and  lays  down  several  inter¬ 
esting  civic  domestic  social  and  practic¬ 
al  applications  of  it  and  starts  discus¬ 
sion  on  the  subject.  They  are  quite 
ready  to  take  part,  and  sometimes  it 
requires  alertness  to  keep  in  the  lead, 
but  all  seem  interested  in  the  discus¬ 
sion,  and  it  is  certain  that  several  come 
who  would  not  be  atracted  by  a  mere 
textual  study  of  the  lesson. 

Mrs.  Haymaker  has  been  very  active 
in  the  work  as  usual.  She  not  only  helps 
us  get  along  on  a  single  man’s  pension, 
and  that’s  no  joke  here,  but  lends 
direct  assistance  in  the  work  whenever 
possible.  She  has  a  good  influence  on 
the  college  boys  with  most  of  whom  she 
is  on  good  advisory  terms,  and  has  them 
in  her  home  for  a  social  evening  occa¬ 
sionally.  She  is  boarding  two  of  the 
young  natives  in  our  home  at  cost  for 
their  good.  She  has  an  interesting  class 
in  Sunday  School  including  many  col¬ 
lege  boys.  Besides  all  this,  she  has  a 
large  circle  of  very  close  friends  among 
the  native  people,  many  of  them  her 
former  pupils  during  her  11  years  ser¬ 
vice,  as  well  as  the  parents  whose  chil¬ 
dren  she  formely  taught  as  professor 
and  principal  of  the  Girls  School,  and 
the  friends  she  has  acquired  thru  them. 
Of  late  she  is  developing  quite  a  circle 
of  friendship  among  the  street  arabs 
down  near  where  we  live,  that  promises 
soon  to  be  a  valuable  feeder  for  the 
Sunday  School.  She  has  also  been  of 
great  assistance  in  looking  after  the 
social  side  of  our  unity  life,  leaving  me 
free  to  write  the  articles  of  the  News 
the  missionaries  ought  to  write  and 
don’t.  This  last  should  surely  generate 
gratitude  in  the  hearts  of  those  whose 
duty  she  has  thus  vicariously  fulfilled. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Charles  A.  Ainslie,  M.  D.  (1922).  Medical  work 
Hospital.  Guatemala,  Ambulance  out-work. 
Mission  Chairman.  Box  174.  C.  A.  A. 

Mrs.  Ruth  McConnell  Ainslie  R.  N.,  (1922). 
Hospital,  trained  nurse.  Guatemala,  Box  174. 

R.  A. 

Miss  Ethel  Baker  (1924),  Educational  work.  Prin¬ 
cipal  Norton  School.  Guatemala,  Box  174.  E.  B. 

Miss  Lucy  Bestwick  R.  N.  (1929),  Nursing  and 
sanitation.  Ostuncalco,  Quezaltenango.  L.  B. 

Mrs.  Dora  McLaughlin  Burgess  (1913.)  Indian 
and  School  work.  Quezaltenango,  Box  5.,  D.  M.  B. 

Rev.  Paul  Burgess  Ph.  D.  (1913).  “Evangelistic 
and  Literary  Work.  Quiche  Indian  work.’’ 
Quezaltenango,  Box  5.  P.  B. 

Rev.  T.  N.  Harer  (1933).  Language  and 
prep,  study.  Principal  Boys’  Industrial  College. 
Guatemala,  Box,  378.  T.  N.  H. 

Mrs.  Marie  Pace  Harer.  Language  and  prep, 
study  Boys’  Industrial  College.  Guatemala. 
Box  378.  M-  H. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Haymaker,  D.  D.,  (1884).  Education¬ 
al  work.  Editor  of  Guatemala  News  and  El  Mensa- 
jero,  Mgr.  Press  Plant.,  (H.  R).  Guatemala, 

Box  378.  H. 

Mrs.  Ella  Williams  Haymaker  (1917).  Boys’ 
Industrial  College  and  pastoral  work  (Unappoint¬ 
ed).  Guatemala,  Box  378.  E.  M.  H. 

Rev.  Lucion  Harper  Kerns,  (1932).  Evangelist¬ 
ic.  Quezaltenango,  Box  5.  K- 

Mrs.  Gertrude  A.  Seely  Kerns  (1932).  Que¬ 
zaltenango.  Evangelistic.  Box  5.  G.  K . 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Miller.  (1926)  Asst,  in  Mam 
Indian  Work.  (Unappointed).  San  Pedro,  Dpto. 
San  Marcos.  G.  M. 

Miss  Eleanor  Morrison  (1915).  Principal  Girl’s 
Grade  and  Normal  School,  La  Patria.  Quezal¬ 
tenango,  Box  5.  E.  M. 

Mrs.  Besse  M.  Nurminger  R.  N.  (1922).  Hos¬ 
pital,  Nurse’s  Training  School.  Ambulance  work. 
Guatemala.  Box  174.  B.  M.  N. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Miller  Peck  (1922).  Mam  Indian- 
work,  San  Pedro,  Dpt.  S.  Marcos.  P. 

Rev.  Horace  Dudley  Peek,  M.  A.  (1922).  Mam 
Indian  work,  San  Pedro,  Dpt.  S.  Marcos.  P. 

Mrs.  Jessie  Kennedy  Sullenberger,  (1911). 
Evangelistic  and  Teaching,  Guatemala,  Box  250_ 

J.  K.  S 

Rev.  Linn  P.  Suflenberger  D.  D.  (1911).  Evan¬ 
gelistic  work,  Pastor  Guatemala  Church.  Out¬ 
field  work,  Mission  Treas.  Box  250.  L.  P.  S. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Turner  (Mexico  1898-Guatemala 
1931).  Educational  and  Evangelistic  work.  Os¬ 
tuncalco,  Quez.  M.  F.  T. 

Miss  Elsie  Weeks  0933).  Educational.  Que¬ 
zaltenango,  Box  5.  E.  W. 

— N.  B.  Articles  in  Guatemala  News  appear 
over  the  indicated  init  ials  of  their  authors. 


Fifty  cents  (or  more)  sent  to  E.  M.  Haymaker 
Warrensburg  Mo.,  or  by  international  postal 
order  to  Apart.  378,  Guatemala,  C.  A.,  will  put 
you  on  the  list  of  Guatemala  News. 


JH 


•  *>.-  * 


>  -• 

»'  » :*■ 


& 


>7*- 


{AA\. 


}'  ^ 


7  3  Vv^;  -£<4-  ' 

^a.  >  V*£?  SiaxcA « 

t3  $JUL%a*  \s%\S2 

i^Ki^  m(  ^frv^r 

ITVV\,  X^VWj  ^O 

c^t&  ri^rt\„  ^aL^-  1“70V\A  J5^  l^W, 

"“I  EVA. 

-$Xfc*w  ^  oAj?<v“X'  - 1  4*/2xA  0^l*s&w .  ‘fcv’ 


fljw  Y1^  CXv^  M.  ^ 

^rjJc  vwfe  C^vuwCttc^o  # 

vj)  ^Apa-oL  '*^4L  Ia^,j24<Uux^‘ 

*tUi,  V  cJjZ&JUfJl.  -&iK SL 

u^€ 

.  "f\^vC'M-p'f''  c£  Oon^XX  A  *  r 


-W* 


s<(y4/ /?3 y~ 

Ie^'5.- 

_^J?/n 

V y^ir^C^  /SL^-i^-^O 

CSl^ajS^ 

J^o 

&y4z 

2a^.i^^szil_  c/^Su^fcz 7  o^-dL  /&z£^r- 
'TT^s  oun*u  'Q-UC^T—  . '~  ^ 

■ - sQ-0  j-i*c^)  $zx*^i/Ao 

J-lsUisr^  /•£)  '(J-*T^- 

7‘ 

>£.  e^-t_  /4>  ^Y 


eH 


/O  tn/)  cri*s-- 1? 


a/^t_  * 


V<w 


Ctmerican  Presbyterian  Hussion 
U  'Kutctjerry  Hoab 
Katra,  CUlatyabab,  3nbia 


c0ct;£9, 1-954. 


14 


?r.  Speer 


T  h  i  e  i  e  to  assure  you  that  A 1  it  a  and  I  are  joining  these  deye 
rith  your  host  of  world-sncircling  friands  in  deep  sympathy  with  you  and 
your  over  the  loss  of  your  son  Elliott.  We  ware  shocked  to  read  it  in  the 
letter  frlm  my  mother  last  week,  t  h  ©  first  1  a  1 1 e  r  from  the  h  .  C  •  A  . 
had  only  just  seen  th*  account  of  the  shooting  in  the  papers, and  knew  no 
details.  We  shell  probably  get  them  this  week. 

Thank  Cod,  there  is  no  need  to  tell  you  where  to  find  comfort,  for 
you  know  Him,  and  have  been  making  him  known  all  your  lif«j  and  we  know 
that  you  and  Mrs.Spe*r  and  the  rest  of  th®  family  hav®  been  feeling  the 
u  ndLe  r— girding  arms  of  Hie  lovs  during  j^hese  trying  dsy$  knowing  that  your 
beloved  is  with  our  Father  in  the  fellowship  of  Hie  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
and  that  you  will  see  him  on®  day.  At  such  times  there  is  no  faith  like 
the  Christian  faith,  and  no  anticipation  like  that  Christian’s  anticipa¬ 
tion. 

Assuring  you  of  our  prayer?  and  deepest  sympathy. 

Affectionately  yours. 
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The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK 


Memorandum 

F rom  Cleland  B.  McAfee 
To  Robert  E.  Speer 


November  10,  1934. 


(Action  No. 4,  Executive  Committee,  Japan  Mission, -Rev.  Willis  Lamott,  Oct. 19, 1934) 


"Condolences  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer:  The  members  of  the  Mission 
having  heard  of  the  tragic  death  of  Mr.  Elliott  Speer,  principal  of 
the  It.  Herman  School,  on  September  16,  it  was  voted  to  authorize 
the  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  convey  to  Mr.  Speer’s 
parents.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer,  the  deep  sympathy  of  the 
Mission.” 


y*rvi-*’  Urr->-d  /  (r^t  Lj<s^n.  lTl^^  h'/u^ 

j  P^~  S-^ys^i_^_  fYl,  ^7  J n*~  *  y 

'  *¥?w*i*r  r 


230  Park  Avenue 
New  York 


TO  OUR  FRIENDS 


N6MI5  1934 


We  relied  upon  your  help  when  Elizabeth  was 
,Ji»p_suddenly  taken  from  us  in  August,  and  now  we  are 
counting  on  you  again  to  help  us  carry  our  burden. 
Jean  and  Donald  join  us  in  thanking  you  from  the 
depths  of  our  hearts  for  the  recent  expression  of 
your  sympathy. 

In  this  double  cloud  which  has  so  suddenly 
enveloped  us  we  are  glimpsing  a  double  rainbow  - 

I  know  not  what  the  future  hath, 

Of  marvel  or  surprise, 

I  only  know  that  life  and  death 
His  goodness  underlies. 

We  are  freshly  assured  of  the  sustaining  power  of  the 

Father  of  us  all. 


„„  +  Jh!s  tragic  event  is  yet  another  demonstration 
of  the  inadequacy  of  the  present 
the  forces  which  are  at 


social  order  to  curb 

T  enmity  with  the  law  of  love. 

With  Laurence,  social  justice  had  become  a  passion. 
as  pray  for  wisdom  to  learn  the  lessons  God  would 
teach  us  for  our  own  good  and  the 


good  of  all  men, 


York  City  until  Novem- 
a  leisurely  journey  to 

20 


We  expect  to  remain  in  New 
ber  19  when  we  plan  to  start  on 
California  where  our  address  until  about  December 
will  be  in  care  of  Dr.  David  W.  Lyon,  Jr.,  4737 

fr  "0irfJ0ad’rSan  Dieg0'  Calif.  Afterwards  we  can 
care  f£r  a  f5!  weeks  until  our  Plans  mature  in 

Pasadena  Ca?if!e  ^  1?°  S°Uth  “areng0  Avenue, 


Grace  and  Willard  Lyon. 


November,  1934, 


\hltuh  d 


•*  **. 


<Le^-  Ul. 

1  f  >  v 


-K  JT  U^t 


A^6.f 


«*  Xwt_  f  -rrl  **/  >  t-r~^  ^ 


7  ( 


/f  L^,  otr^M-  b*~  c 

4  4£^  ^  **-  u*-  ~<- (y  j 

L~~*.  /C^  z  u-«  *- 

4*_4  Cc-_.  h^d^t-  ^  4  / 


^>  j  ^  _  cZ^-  <i<rv v 

4T  iAx-o^_  fxrx.  ^-a^S^, 


"bc(  flL^y  L  ^.4/  ^ 

ut^^C  ^ 

UiL.^cr  y^j  *  yt  *~  fa  u—^  */  ^  ^ 

^  C*a  tfc  fa/M^t  /-  ^v 

k~  >L^lJl  /4^/  4-*/£~  4,  ^  fL^U+cfc*  f  ^LlU_ 

->^Ct  "w^4  tyj^*-  **•  ^ 

/*  "Cv4  zCfrO--  ,1-UUc^-S  ^  1^<C 

it-  77^  L  I  rj  /ry^C/X  '  *'  V  «£- 

"t^J^—  asUr^J-  Usil  £*e~/  j/^A,  n-~^*L-*~  4vw^  a—/  b-yjL.  f-y7 (Z^ 

4  ^-4-»— •- 


4u  /  <*-—/  i!<^' 


I 


STEWARDSHIP  DEPARTMENT 
UNITED  CHURCH  OF  NORTHERN  INDIA. 


Rev.  A.  L.  WILEY.  Ph.  D.  Chairman 

RATNAGIRI.  BOMBAY  PRESIDENCY 

Rev.  R.  B.  LOVE,  Sec.  andX^easurer. 

KASUR.  PUNJAB. 


Kasur ,  Punj ab ,  India 
October,  14tli ,  ’34. 


Lly  dear  Dr.  end  lire.  Speer: 

Urs*  Speer  will  not  remember  me 
and  I  remember  her  only  slightly.  The  only  time  that  we 
met  was  in  1912-  I  was  in  your  home  for  an  afternoon  tea 
on  the  occasion  of  the  out-going,  missionaries  •  But  I  feel 
that  I  ought  to  Know  her  for  I  Know  the  Dr.  so  well. 

It  was  a  week  ago  that  we  learned  of  the  awful  tragedy'' 
that  has  come  into  your  lives.  Dr.  Yelte  saw  the  news  in  the 
British  WeeKly.  There  was  the  most  meger  information.  But 
yesterday  I  was  in  Lahore  when  the  home  mail  arrived.  I  was 
in  the  home  of  Dr.  E-D. Lucas*  I  heard  Urs*  Lucas  read  the 
letter  written  by  her  son  who  had  just  that  day  arrived  in 
the  school  of  which  your  son  was  the  Head  Master  or  Principle. 
The  letter  gave  a  very  full  account  of  the  tragedy. 

Jesus  taught  us  to  pray.  Thy  will  be  done.  Y/hen  such  an 
incident  comes  into  our  lives  we  call  it  a  tragedy,  we  are 
shocked  and  say,  why  does  God  allow  such  a  thing.  But  I  am 
learning,  oh  so  slowly,  that  this  li^e  is  a  school  in  which 
we  are  preparing  for  a  larger  life.  Some  of  our  dear  ones  are 
entering  into  that  larger  never  ending  live  ahead  of  us* 

Allow  me  to  put  in  this  letter  part  of  the  23rd  Psalm  as 
it  apeai 3  to  me  at  such  a  time; 

The  Lord  is  my  shepherd, 

Though  I  walK  through  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death, 

I  will  not  fear, 

Por  thou  art  with  me ; 

Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall 
follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life; 

And  I  will  dwell  in  the  presence 
of  the  Lord  forever. 

My  wife  is  still  in  the  hills  with  the  girls.  If  she  were 
here  I  am  sure  that  she  would  join  with  me  in  sending  this 
letter . 


Yours  most  sincerely, 


£.  c.  HuM 


F. 


Reconquista  390, 
BUENOS  AIRES. 


nom  9 


October  18th, 1934. 


Dear  Mr. Speer: 

I  happened  to  meet  friend  Browning  yesterday  and  heard 
so  sad  news  about  the  circumstances  of  your  son’s  departure  this 
life  that  I  felt  I  might  be  permitted  to  tender  my  human  sympathy 
with  yourself  and  Mrs.  Speer  in  so  great  a  bereavement,  and  not 
less  to  the  widow  and  children,  about  whom  I  am  aware  from  the 
same  source. 

Such  happenings  I  deem  entirely  inscrutable,  and  know 
no  philosophy  or  frame  of  thought  that  meets  them:  we  can  only 
be  humble  and  bow  our  heads. 

Reiterating  dear  Mr. Speer  this  profoundly  felt  sympathy. 
Believe  me, 

Yours  very  sincerely. 


Revd.  Robert  E, Speer  Ph.D.,  D.D. , 
156  Pifth  Avenue, 

NEW  YORK. 


0[)I  C  .  (XpMl 


%D  UJfeV- 


November  19 , 1934, Sapporo , Japan, 


Dr. Robert  E. Speer, 

Presbyterian  Board, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  Dear  Dr. Speer: 

Please  pardon  the  laifc  coining  of  this  letter 
but  when  I  explain  you  will  understand,  ^eeks  ago  we  were  all  shocked 
at  the  death  of  your  son.  Right  away  I  intended  to  write  and  let 
you  all  Vnow  that  we  were  thinking  and  praying  for  you.  It  was  a 
hard  trial  indeed.  ±f  he  had  been  sick  or  God  had  called  him  home 
some  other  way  we  might  understand  but  to  go  as  he  did  is  beyond 
human  understanding.  I  was  thinking  of  another  man  In  my  Maru 
Yama  congregation.  He  is  an  Episcopalean  but  comes  to  our  small 
church  every  Sunday  night.  He  is  a  man  of  about  fifty  five  I  judge. 

He  used  to  work  with  a  mining  company,  retired  on  a  pension.  He  has 
one  sick*>*«wlth  tuberculosis  who  will  not  recover.  He  has  had  another 
daughter  in  the  hospital  for  over  one  year.  Then  in  addition  about 
three  months  ago  his  wife  was  sick.  At  our  evening  meeting  he  said 
that  during  all  the  trials  and  joys  that  had  come  to  him  he  would 
have  fallen  over  if  he  had  not  God  to  lean  on  and  help  him.  That  is 
the  way  with  you  now.  If  you  did  not  have  God  to  lean  on  and  strengthe 
you  It  would  be  more  than  you  could  bear. 

Just  wh”  my  older  boy  had  a  bad  case  of  pleun-i&y  or 
why  the  doctor  the  other  day  could  not  find  an  acute  case  of 
appendicitis  when  he  had  it  and  later  required  an  emergency  operation. 
One  hour  more  and  our  youngest  son  would  have  been  gone.  I  can  almost 

I 

realize  how  you  felt  about  your  son ‘for  they  said  it  was  too  late 
for  the  operation.  May  God  fully  help  you  and  Mrs. Speer  in  this 
hour  of  trial  and  lead  you  till  light  comes. 

With  deepest  sympathy  from  Mrs. Lake  and  myself, I  am. 
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7,  Utsijxrps.sjajU, 

20th  December,  19 34* 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  R.E. Speer, 

Board  of  the  Foreign  Mission  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  TJtS.A., 
Fifth  Avenue, 

NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.Y. 

Dear  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer, 


Mrs .Kano  and  myself 
were  greatly  shocked  upon  hearing  about  the 
most  unfortunate  incident  which  happened  to 
your  beloved  son,  Eliot  at  the  Northfield 
College. 


When  we  first  heard 
of  the  tragedy  from  one  of  Mrs.  Kano*s 
friends,  we  could  not  credit  it,  but  after 
confirming  the  sad  news  with  Constanz,  we 
were  deeply  moved. 

As  we  remember  so 

well  the  beauty  of  nature  and  the  religious 
atmosphere  of  Northfield,  where  we  spent  a 
week  one  summer,  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
that  the  murder  of  the  principal  had  happen¬ 
ed  in  such  a  peaceful  place*  I  wonder  how 
such  an  unfortunate  incident  came  to  your 
family,  who  for  generations  have  served 
solely  for  the  good  of  the  world* 


However,  there  is  God»s  will  and 
wisdom,  which  is  incomprehensible  to  us 
poor  creatures, 

I  think  there  must  be  something 
in  His  will,  and  Mrs. Kano  and  I  pray  God 
for  His  Guidance  to  your  family. 

Please  convey  our  deepest  sympathy 
to  Mrs.  Speer  and  all  the  family  of  the 
deceased. 


PROF.  D.  ADOLF  KELLER  D.  D. 


GENfcVE,  le 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
156,  Fifth.  Avenue , 
hew  York. 


Speer, 


31st  December,  1934. 

BUREAU:  2,  rue  de  Montchoisy 
Case  22  Eaux-Vives 

(T61.  27.060  bis  17  V,  Uhr 

27.069  ausser  Bureauzeit) 

WOHNUNG :  16,  Cours  des  Bastions 

(T61.  47.994) 


Dear  Friends, 

I  was  simply  struck  with  horror  to  hear  from  President 
Sloane  Coffin,  who  is  at  present  in  Geneva  on  his  way  to 
Constantinople ,  that  your  Son  has  been  murdered.  I  really 
do  not  know  how  to  express  my  deepest  sympathy  with  you  in 
your  great  affliction,  but  I  would  just  let  you  feel  the 
pressure  of  a  friendly  hand  across  the  ocean.  You  have  often 
felt,  I  am  sure,  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  in  your  life, 
and  seen  the  traces  of  His  love.  Here  you  evidently  touch 
that  other  invisible  presence  of  the  hostile  power  which  is 
also  in  this  world  and  is  combating  against  God’s  life  and 
love  for  His  children.  I  am  deeply  convinced,  in  the  chaos 
of  our  time,  of  the  presence  of  demonia£  powers  in  the  midst 
of  a  world  which  seems  to  become  more  and  more  godless. 

Is  there  any  consolation  for  such  an  affliction?  I 
think  it  is  in  the  faith  that  the  final  victory  over  evil 
belongs  to  God,  and  that  nobody,  not  even  a  murderer,  can 
tear  away  His  children  from  His  heart. 

Yet  the  mystery  and  the  suffering  remain  in  our  hearts 
in  the  midst  of  such  a  horrible  experience.  May  God  help  you 
to  give  over  to  Him  even  such  a  mystery,  which  is  beyond  any¬ 
body's  understanding.  You  are  beginning  the  Hew  Year  in  sad¬ 
ness  and  sorrow.  May  God  be  with  you  with  His  helping  presence. 


Yours  very  sincerely, 
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E.A.MAC  CORNACK.  M.D..F.  A.C.S.  presents 

his  compliments  to  his  esteemed  friend. 

Dr-  Robert  E.  Speer,  and  wishes  to  express 
his  deep  sympathy  and  heartfelt  condolences 
in  the  tragic  hour  of  his  great  loss. 
October  10th,  1954 
Casilla  #416, 

Callao,  Peru. 


NOV  7  1934 


ii  Ail 


v  f\! .  9^4 

S<3  V  ^4  /?7(  .  i 

//l^ia/—  ^/^-yk.  „ 


Q^u.  4.  v/it,  J,  iM^~t 

V 


fr< 

(f  , r  y2-^x~y 


c- 


£s~  j/lsKy§  .  /44cy 


J\yl*o — ^QyCyS ^ 


C4 


z  4c 


d-^yv, 

]  r~c >.u  /,-^c-..  ts_  wsv^yk  ^  ■••' 


/V. 


s/- 


ft*-^f  t 

^  *~<  "  4  ^ 

*/w^  ^  u.  4-.^< 


/ 


/  *  ^  -* - O - ^  ^ 

C-  ^-^  ^  ^  ^  L^-^/ 


'Jr-^ 


/9 


'Lk~s£sZ^4^. 


'f— 


ts~-& 


I 


Ti 


14  YOUNG  ALLEN  COURT 
SHANGHAI.  CHINA 


V;  3A>  vV  V  °v 


\ 

\XV^u\su<-^A^  -aAX5L^-aAA| 

X  VYs~  oXk-  VO  A^XjA' 

jJC  xW-  ^  Oo  cL- ,  ^  ooci-  '^yJ 

V-  \5w\S—  ^-0  v-X-^. ,  XVuij 

OtjeruvSr^L. 


cJ 


'CY\5L>>aO  JUCU^J^ —  <A  ^ 

-  .  ,  ,  J  ^WaVa  'AU  -WWiVAV; 

<Auay  — ^  -^W>vV  Ato^VSLcA^ 

%o  'a^AJ 

3^XsuXo  xx)  ejuVT^  uS2sl^x<G 


cruvTV  oL  JiSv(\slujU 


'"vnoji-x; 


^Vk_Vo- ajc 

O^xjAjL  '  M 

A^v^u  V.  in,  k.  "ca>^< 


Vv  C\aA-> 

JX. 

^  tfverVxvo 


Q13JJU? 


c^'Xsul-J-^ 

7  *-^ 


"tb  ^\3U) 

0-  yW>^>^<3  caA.1  ,5o?  ^O'iaL^X.t  - 

\j>j~iy^ ^  U^Cru^-  <x^~sj~0  ~^jv3Jv\_ ouu^  ctul\ 

~” \-\\~  ^Kj^aJ  -'\2-Jx!^L-*--^jr^j^  oJT^)  <^\tTI  ^XSL)L-JrC^ 
_  J^\XJi±\~  juwJ) '  XXVA^X^Xr  A 

S^rv^ 


fod:>^-  v^u^- 


Ok-X—  (^-^— ?x^a3>»-^ 


>  vJL- 


^ — Ci-t3^j^ 


•Q — i—-<J  C  ^ 


*  u ^  C-c-n  .  V_" 

<sAaS~0|^)  ' 


JsA5~Ojl>  s^  -  u 

CTVvTs-^.  \jjo  VVv^  X\ 


X  ^t*-AuosXj^A_siJ^;  <~-4 — j  °« — 

?^oZ^£?Sv  o>  ^^jlJLO_1 


^^c3_>ooo^j;lS3Ao^  AyIA> .  "AS^T)  A 


C*  /o 


%jL 4/\JLf>  k  (P™  Prn^j 
hjmk  _  {uv/  rre  A 

-tyre  h  0  L 


<h 


A~  @jtM 


? 


<TM 


c V<PT% /fjf 
c-.  /  SLeJkiyttu^. 

fe, 

/ZsU~<3Uj 

(TlOO  IA^  ks<JL  tr 

i/iAMt 

OAl  So  UiJl  SS7A.<ruyj  cuJ 

M  /lAdouM^j  unn^oc/^  ^ 

SUvtHJL  iustvsuiigj^  JAuL£aa-cI/)  l/U(t^L  ^  Qyu. 
Maa^cIm^o  yen-  ZMAa  £,av-^  Ouaa/'a 
^  ctytSc^i  ^  I — 

/IIma  oJua,  jAyllAuf  ,  ftfugb  ALotd  ^ 

OAL  disj2^  QAUl^cf  Ja2  uaiA_  CUaJ 

'  zv/u 


^  Sl?a  US  J^Msf  yZd_ 

1  rf,  tfe  ly-laj'c  (koZfTopu^ 

JSv L  ' StZs'cyfcr  ^ 

Itf)  IjtniSL 


QJCAuu<f  dtfy  _ 


f-w  d  Aficjt  SjT  La£Y~ 

Jfa&ttL  W/W" St  ASS&T ^^~luSr 


L- 


/U^tSlSZ-  ^ 


Q  -J^Otsf)  ciusl/l/u^y 

t^~  tf/rd  i/sOk fi 


<2-0 


9 


J  ULu^cS~SSv-S  \ ISncOL}  9  Co^OaJf— 


yd^iA 


t  ‘ 


IsP/liTlsC 


iosu.  /rfPPd  ^W_ 

/  r  /f  '  V  / 

i  ( 


/ 


j  OUA ,  A^uXaJo'  Cl!yUL  W-Ucj/u  6  dfiZOy^ 
[xruti  ;  -  a^(f  Cd-U_ 

ttot  d(Uj  Uro/J  J!l( 

/ fX^u-  *.  <-•*  y  :'  *  A«  t-  .<-*  *  s  .•*'?.  f„  c.  .A*” 

ttUsij/3  [A^Clf ,  ^  C-  J-f-L 

Sdu-odstr-pb  (f  UrZLO 
''J-yU'iA.  ' iaoL  o^uaI  J^iy 

p  s&ycuytdfaJL  dt/^ !^u  (y 

^  'am_.  ydt(uru*-<f  /puJ?  uAcydc 

y4yUu^Oyti.  odoC^t ^d/btc^,  tsO^l- ollLl 
&G0.  <2)T .  \M~fflsO  d/l  J# 

ivy.  Db  ^<j£_ 


(?~y. 


$As{/ 


40  UrC/£^  UiA^, 

p^UL  J  Lu-e^  7 


r 


0wU>  T  PXuUcl  -  ^  uau.. 
JA  jTTfffT  ijfiui  Us^— 


T(XO~C- 

TfvT  uj  cnui  uroife-  TT^ncaTf 

"To  i  a  a  i ,  iJ>  *  /  U>  J U>  Dj  j  rrtA  )t  P  nn  \  //) 


JmTu^  (juTh~  -^aJUui 

tju.iT  umt 

tiLuo .  Tuff  t  TT-c  paaam^i  lTom.  Mo£^ 

d-CT  TTumijl  oiaa,^  LAjppTu  i4TT_ 
iTyuyyq  uTjyiffTtf  JUuoQ  T&TTT^_.  iU  jAoT~ 
OujL-  W  tL&it  QMrfljL  TTuu/TTh^o  'jL<*j— 

d&AL v  <vlT  -  XT  '  ^  AfTT  Ui 

druT  AmaT  HTnTTTT  ti/vu2s(tZj~  aj[y 

TTTwqT^M^  T  T  aJjtj  vlAl^tsC  o~uq_ 
SouTtyt1  P  Ttv-t L  ^hm)(  -  ,  IT_^ 

oU~£4  TaoAXTk,  Tjl  TfrrTj  (Tpo  Tj)j^ 
{  ^  ’  ''  }  Jyyyf  pT-'jPjZ  UU} 

.  1  Co  /WH<ntu  ,  cfa  (/  0 1  ’?  — 

AnAn,  VnPo ;  Tcwf-  fc&> 

—  QydoLXM^AjL-  H  •-  'H.  lrisiyJ:i£&»  ' 


&J-  <T  ^  W 


<L  d-p  ^ 

— - — *i  ti-t 

du_^XXs 

b* 


lA-< 


t*s~K 


~^\ . 

0^  Ls-z  Uy^i 

tL-^  c4^ir*»— *.  4—  fct-f 

4L>\^«4L''t-(  VvL>l^^-3  £'£-iL4v''^  c 

‘^'>^'^  /^L, - - - -f  J  ffc-^Lk  TV  - B~_G^^A^-<»  - 1  ly*-ts^  V  ^  *\^j 

'tl — cr^—yU^  rC-  —  o* — — ^  A/\^~-^>  -  3  ^ — -zt  CJUL^ytt  s 

Ur-\-^  o^ — ^  g^Lj-^LA/^ — -  '  'tAr  ^a_c^A^ — ^  ^ 'TsL+Jr'  ck 

^  ^  "^ruv  '  ^x — A,  ^~i6  yy-'  — {_  l>-€-L-^-~  — -f~~ 

4f  /^-t>  .  A^ryr^  <3 - 4.  ' —  oOv*^-c^a  a 

^vJ^N-O  "tA — edr'  — A  /^-»~-^A-J  CJ^x — (L-A.  'I — , — f> 

^L^rv.  -V-fr^T  K^-x%W  Lt5^~ ~£—e. 


4^ 


V 

'^VxW-_«AxJi! 


tL, 


a  ^  -£j££^  tLc.  t^-Uc 

^  tA-f 

tA— '^^CN-d-v^  Al  — <x — ^ 

^A«/  JC^A 


/Kjk^  ^\-<~^-^—c\  /ixfx^  4x 

4/-6m  /^_£  — 


a-e 


CO 


6uv-A  U-<-  {-r-v  A-^i*-. 

^nA.  cX^ — tJ-4_  »', £z££jeJ^-+-> 

tJ:  <k~~A  ^‘Mr-|ci^  l^-JLf  .  h\  £-\a^ 


yk  tkf  £ — A  ^  4l£J_  ^ov 

^  *“|-' V'- '-  -''  ^-ar^  '£>-*-  ^ CL^ — ^  Ckj^U  't^~p 

^ ^  A-H  iJLUx^  Aw4l  xl^=U^ 

v- — tkf  ^  f 

0^-  A-V-v/v^.  rt- 

y<^  HUlTV^-  - 1  tZ\-X^S, L-^  [  ^  0-^-7  ^  tl^ 

^-V-«wA.  t^rkj^  tLf  Vv£vr«?  '"k  Tkv .  L_*-rkl,  3<-t^ajtX^  co\ 

V 

■W-^  (  ct~^v  >  yw^  y^Y°v  ->  *=<_-, 

-  vw.  y  4^ .  (U-trk  <w-a.  ^Ly, 


V — rs. 


'kwbL  UwkA> 

Qs-vX 


A 


•6>i/k* — cA-v 


gl~— a  ty 

/^"'v'  _.  - t^V-f  C^\J> - £_A.  ^-,  A— A 

"tl—k,  k  '  «*- 


c^tLi  <>~~  s^t^tU 
*tr  (vvk_^  ! 


y  , 


(y> — U 


<3. 


A. 


t 


(*—.  ^ 1  ^  "&  4h«-V*v 

'  "k^  k^  •  *~>  t  ^ 

•~  a-A  4k  U_<uL^  .  *.  4^  1  a^,  k^  ; 

pA-  t»  akf  {~r—  o-*4  ^ML~£  rkfci^  Oa-^M^AIZ^ 

^  c^A  Au ^kU,  UU^.^AA 


E.  Sjie.w» 

S  i.  f 


r 

l 


d . 

fission 


PVENOYANQ  (HEIJOj 
KOREA  (CHOSEN  ) 


JcryL.  % 


One  Sixth  of  a  Square  Mile  of  Missionary  Activity  (120  Acres) 


DEBTS'.  v 


WOMEN’S  HIGHER  BIBLE  SCHOOL  SO  STUDj 
WOMEN’S  STATION  BIBLE  INSTITUTE  150  STUDENT^ 
WOMEN’S  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL  100  STUDENTS. 


Primary  and  High 
School  for  Missionary 
Children  of  all  Korea 
100  Students 


Boys’  Academy 
570  Students 


Industrial  Shops 


Union  Christian 
Men’s  College 
150  Students 


Mens’  Bible  Institute 
180  Students 


GirlB’  Academy 
280  Students 


Presbyterian 
Theological 
Seminary  of  all  Korea 
120  Students 

Local  Church 
Congregation  1,500 
Prayer  Meeting  1,000 
Sunday  School  2,000 

Union  Hospital 
13,000  Patients 
47,680  Treatments 
Four  Missionary  Doctors 
Five  Korean 


Pyengyang  Presbyterian  Compound 


1  i. 

Entrance  to  compound 

22. 

Women’s  Higher  Bible  Institute 

1  2. 

Union  Christian  Hospital  Buildings 

23. 

Mr.  Philip’s  Home 

1  3 

West  Gate  Church 

24. 

Mr.  Mowry’s  Home 

1  4 

Seminary  Administration  Building 

25. 

Lady-Workers’  Home 

15  City  Churches 

and  Dormitories 

26. 

Dr.  Bigger’s  Home 

15,000  Christians 

1  5- 

Dr.  Engel’s  Home 

27. 

Dr.  McCune’s  Home 

!  6- 

Dr  Clark’s  Home 

28. 

Miss  Doriss’  Home  &  Lula  Wells  Institute 

1  7 

Dr.  Robb’s  Home 

29. 

Dr  Moffett’s  Home 

1  8. 

Dr.  Reynold’s  Home 

30. 

Foreign  School  Teachers’  Home 

9. 

Dr.  Parker’s  Home 

31. 

Foreign  School  Dormitories  &  Infirmary 

10 

Domestic  Science  Building  of  Girls’  Academy 

32. 

Mr.  Reiner’s  Home 

11. 

Administration  Building  of  Girls’  Academy 

33. 

Foreign  School  &  Athletic  Field 

313  Country  Churches 

12 

Miss  Snook’s  Home  and 

34. 

Dr.  Baird’s  Home 

Girls’  Academy  Dormitory 

35. 

Mr  McMurtrie’s  Home 

in  Province 

13. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Residence 

36. 

Anna  Davis  Industrial  Shops 

14. 

Men’s  Bible  Institute  Buildings 

37. 

Boys’  Academy  Building  &  Dormitory 

32,789  Christians 

15. 

Mr.  Hamilton’s  Home 

38. 

Union  Christian  College  Library 

16. 

Mr.  Lutz’s  Home 
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Union  Christian  College  Science  Hall 

17. 

Dr.  Swallen’s  Home 

40. 

Union  Christian  College 

18. 

Dr.  Blair’s  Home 

Main  Building  &  Dormitory 

19. 

Dr.  Robert’s  Home 

41. 

U.  C.  C.  Auditorium-Gymnasium 

20. 

Mr.  Hill’s  Home 

42. 

Mr.  Kinsler’s  Home 
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121. 

Dr.  Bernheisel’s  Home 

697  Sunday  Schools 
in  the  Province 
45,537  Pupils 


69  Primary  Schools 
3,762  Pupils 
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PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.S.A. 

KIANGSU  MISSION  NANKING  STATION 
NANKING.  CHINA 

October  1,  1934. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  U.S.A. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

A  number  of  the  members  of  our  Nanking  group  have 

already  written  you  personal  letters,  since  we  received  the 

news  of  your  great  tragedy.  Those  of  us  #io  hardly  feel  close 

enough  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  to  write  individually,  wish  also 

to  express  our  sense  of  grief  and  loss,  and  our  real  sympathy 

with  you  both  as  you  go  through  the  deep  waters.  Often  when  we 

see  great  sorrow  or  hardship  come  to  our  friends,  we  look  on  and 

wonder  how  they  can  endure  it.  But  we  know  from  our  own  experience 

of  sorrow  and  hardship  that  with  the  burden  there  does  come 

strength  to  bear  it,  which  is  given  only  to  those  who  have  the 

burden. 

No  details  of  the  tragedy  have  come  to  us  as  yet,  but 
we  want  you  to  know  that  you  all  are  in  our  thoughts  and  prayers 
in  a  very  special  measure  during  these  days. 


Sincerely  yours, 


AEM 


7i .  7  7. 

THE  GENERAL  BOARD 

OF  THE 

NORTH  INDIA  MISSION  AND  THE  ALLAHABAD  AND  FARRUKHABAD  CHURCH  COUNCILS 

■ «  eJi'T  ■  ■  eS  <rl  '  ’r 


PUISSIDEXTi 
Rai  Bahadur  N.  K.  MUKERJI, 

18,  Clive  Road,  Allahabad,  U.P. 

Executive  Secretauyi 
Rev.  E.  GRAHAM  PARKER, 

A  P.  Mission,  Fatehgarh,  U.  P. 


Treasurer: 

G.  DUNBAR,  Esq., 

38,  Rajpur  Road,  Dehra  Dun,  U.  P. 


Members  oe  the  Executive  Councie: 
B.  B.  MALVEA,  Esq.,  Ph  D  ,  Christian  College,  Allahabad 
Mrs.  B.  K  MUKERJI.  7,  Cawnpore  Road,  Allahabad. 

P  PAUL,  Esq.,  Christian  High  School,  Fatehgarh. 

Rev.  C.  H.  RICE,  Ph.D.,  Christian  College,  Allahabad. 

A.  E.  SLATER,  Esq  ,  A.  P.  Mission,  Etah. 

Rev.  J.  E  WALLACE,  A.  P.  Mission,  Mainpuri. 

MISS  A.  WOODARD,  M.D.,  A.  P  Mission,  Fatehgarh. 

Allahabad 


October  18,  1934 


My  dear  Or.  Speer, 

The  recent  and;  tragic  occurrence  takes  me  back  to  Mount 
Hermon  where,  in  1931,1  called  on  your  son^lliot,  with  Edmund  Lucas. 

It  was  such  a  pleasure  to  meet  him.  Little  did  I  expect  that 
three  years  later  he  would  depart  from  us  so  suddenly.  You  and 
Mrs.  Speer,  and  your  children  will  miss  the  dear  departed  one  but 
you  donot  need  to  be  comforted  in  the  ordinary  sense.  You  know  when, 
he  is  now  -  beyond  the  veil,  yes,  but  safe  in  the  Almighty  arras.  To 
the  dame  everlasting  and  almighty  arms  I  commit  you  all.  Sod  only 
can  give  the  comfort  which  one  requires  at  such  a  time.  The  General 
Board  has  sent  you  a  cable  conveying  our  loving  sympathy  to  all  the 
bereaved  ones.  Ahe  sad  news  reached  us  through  Mr  ^unbar  who  had 
received  it  from  Lady  Six  Ewing.  The  last  foreign  mail  brought  to 
Graham  Parker  a  clipping  from  some  American  paper  which  confirmed 
it.  We  then  decided  to  send  you  our  loving  sympathy.  Kindly  3tm 


convey  it  also  to  your  daughter-in-law.  I  did  not  have  the  privil¬ 
ege  of  meeting  her  when  I  called  on  your  son. 

-Ve  had  a  good  meeting  of  the  General  Board.  I  shall  write  about 
it  in  the  next  letter.  I  returned  from  Batehgarh  last  night;  the 
previous  day  we  met  up  to  12  mid-night.  The  cable  re  Govt  grant 
was  shown  to  me  at  the  railwav  station  when  I  was  returning.  I  ami 
awaiting  the  letter  containing  detailed  instructions. 

With  best  wishes 


I  remain, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


Mrs.  J.  H.  Orbison 
HOSHIARPUR 
PUNJAB 
INDIA  L 


Lages , Sant:;  Cathnrina, Brazil  , 
IT oy . 6  > 1934 . 


Dear  Dr.ft  Hrs. Speer;  ,  .  .  .v  „„„ 

Just  a  note  conveying  our  deep  sympathy  uitn  you 

and  your  family  in  this  time  of  sorrow.  Our  own  burdens , however , ate 

more  easily  carried'as  we  read  of  your  faith, strength, and  courage. 

The  darkness  has  accentuated  the  light  of  your  identification  ,rith 

Divine  Will.  A  favorite  text  of  comfort  with  us  is"  All  things 

work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God. 

In  understanding  sympathy, we  are 


Your  friends, 


>fj  .  Tyicd^c^ — 


NOV  7  1334 


A  n.-v .  .  ,  „..n^*Ro.'b.e  r  t  E  •  S  p  e  e  r  , 
*‘156  Fifth  Ave. 

Hew  York  City. 


Oct.  I7th,  1934. 


14y  dear  Dr. Speer: 

I  had  delayed  my  answer  to  your  very  welcome  letter 
of  August  I6th. until  I  should  have  finished  a  careful  reading  of 
your  latest  (  and  I  think  your  very  best ) contribution  to  the 
literature  of  Christian  thought,  when  David's  message  concerning 
the  family  sorrow  reached  me  and.  took  me,  in  spirit, very  close  to 
the  circle  of  stricken  hearts. 

Even  David  seemed  to  regard  it  with  reverent 
compassion  for  the  anguished  ones , inasmuch  as  he  had  once  chatted 
familiarly  with  you  and  had  .known  of  the  genuine  affection  I  "bore 
toward  you  and  yours. 

One  overmastering  thought  comes  to  me  from 
out  of  the  whirl  of  emotions , viz , that  there  are  no  tragedies 
within  the  will  of  the  Father  .You  know  the  Lord  Christ  too  well 
and  have  served  him  too  long  and  devotedly  to  permit  any  avalanche 
of  human  reactions  to  ohseure  the  horizon  of  your  trust. 

Withal , no  thing  but  superabundant  gra.ce  could 
ever  counteract  the  poignancy  of  this  untoward  shock  and  for  the 
outpouring  of  such  enabling  grace  on  you  and  yours,  I  shall  join 
in  prayer  with  the  multitude  of  your  sympathizing  friends  end 
f ellow-believers  in  the  efficacy  of  Divine  comfort. 

Kindly  assure  Mrs.  Speer  and  your  daughter-in-law 
of  my  deep  desire  to  share  their  anguish  and  attenuate  their 
inescapable  suffering  by  the  only  sure  means  that  Jesus  Christ 
has  afforded  the  friends  who  feel  deeply  yet  are  too  far  removed 
for  intimate  contact. 

I  dare  to  believe  that  your  heart  may  be  so 
stayed  by  Christ1 s  Spirit  that  you  may  yet  refer,  Without  tears 
or  repining,  to  the  noble  son  who  served  his  Saviour  with  rare 
dedication  until  the  day  of  his  sudden  translation, having 
completed  his  mission  and  fulfilled  a  holy  purpose,  according  to 
the  measure  of  God's  calendar. 

fy  beloved,  lifelong  comrade  in  Christ, 
can  you  be  af  licted  and  I  weep  not?To  shed  a  manly  tear  is 
just  the  spontaneous  outburst  of  human  nature ; to  follow  on  with 
daily  intercession  is  the  impulse  of  the  new  nature,  enkindled 
from  above. 

I  cannot  banish  from  my  mind  the  figure  of  Kargaret , 
so  far  off  that  her  pangs  will  be  like  a  tidal  wave  on  a  distant 
shore. Y/e  must  include  her  in  our  tender  remebrance  and  beseech  the 
Father  to  keep  her  stedfast  and  unmoveable ? always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord. And  we  must  always  reassure  our  souls  in  the 
full  victory  of  love  over  death. 

With  heartfelt  condolence,  I  am, 


REV.  JOHN  G.  MAGEE 


AMERICAN  CHURCH  MISSION 
HSIAKWAN,  NANKING, 
CHINA. 


R.  E.  Speer.  Esq., 
156  Fifth  A  venue. 
New  York  City, 

U.  S.  A. 


8th  November,  1934. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 

Last  week  a  letter  came  from  my  brother  telling  me  the  tragic 
news  about -Elliott  ,t  ft '.was  a  great  shock  to  me,  and  I  have  wanted 
to  write  you  personally  about  it,  but  find  myself  so  busy  these  days 
that  I  am  dictating  the  letter  instead.  I  need  not  tell  you  how 
my  heart  goes  out  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  at  such  a  time.  I  remember 
him  as  a  young  boy  in  your  home,  and  last  saw  him  in  1921.  I  know 
that  you  will  both  be  receiving  help  that  no  human  being  could  give, 
but  at  the  same  time  I  k;.ow  the  sorrow  must  be  very  deep.  The 
longer  I  live  in  the  world,  the  more  awful  does  the  sin  of  the  world 
appear.  There  is  so  much  of  hatred  and  malice  that  one  is  made  to 
feel  the  absolute  need  of  Divine  Redemption.  My  brother  writes  me 
that  several  of  those  connected  with  the  school  have  been  shot  at, 
and  one  would  think  that  it  must  be  the  work  of  a  madman. 

I  have  recently  come  back  from  a  several  week’s  trip  to  Shensi 
province  where  I  went  to  accompany  Bishop  Shen  who  has  been  my 
colleague  here  since  1917.  Shensi  was  put  aside  18  years  ago  as 
the  missionary  district,  of  the  Anglican  Church  in  China,  and  now  the 
Chinese  can  afford  to  have  their  own  Bishop  there. 

While  there  I  stayed  in  the  home  of  an  English  Baptist  and  was 
impressed  by  the  fine  work  that  they  are  doing  there.  Mr*.  Young, 
who  is  nephew  of  the  late  Dr.  Young  of  Shensi,  told  me  of  a  recent 
conversion  which  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  that  I  have  heard 
since  coming  to  China. 

It  was  of  a  young  man  who  had  belonged  to  the  ’kill  or  be  killed’ 
group  of  Communists^  in  Shensi  for  six  years.  After  taking  part 
for  soma  years  in  a  campaign  of  murder,  inciting  peasants  to  revolt, 
and  in  stirring  up  student’s  strikes,  etc.,  he  went  last  year  as  a 
delegate  to  the  communist  party  holding  a  secret  meeting  in  Peking. 
Upon  his  return  he  and  another  delegate  were  arrested  and  the  other 
man  was  executed.  This  young  man  escaped  through  some  confusion  of 
names  and  after  forty  days  in  prison  was  released.  At  that  time  he 
began  to  think  seriously  of  the  past  six  years,  and  realkae^that • 
though  his  motives  were  to  help  China ,  fcassfc  the  whole  campaign  had 
simply  caused  more  suffering  to  the  people.  While  in  prison  he 
was  reading  Karl  Marx  and  Confucius  which  did  not  help  him.  He  was 
in  despair,  and  probably  would  have  killed  himself  if  he  had  not 
been  converted.  He  attended  a  Bible  School  of  Mr.  Young’s,  the 
subject  being  for  that  day:-  ’’Jesus  as  che  Savior”.  It  deeply 
impressed  him  and  he  began  to  read  the  Bible,  attend  services  and 
so  forth.  Some  time  after  this  he  came  to  Mr.  Young  with  a  joyful 
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face  and  said  that  while  praying  the  night  before,  at  midnight  a 
great  light  had  lit  up  the  room  in  which  he  was  and  he  had  seen 
Christ  who  told  him  that  he  must  fast  and  pray  for  a  wh ole  week. 

Mr.  Young  did  not  know  what  the  effect  would  be  if  he  attempted  to 
do  this  and  so  took  him  over  to  the  Hospital.  The  doctors  there 
said  it  would  be  all  right  if  he  kpet  close  watch  on  him  and  carried 
out  certain  instructions.  He  tool  the  boy  into  his  own  home  and 
prayed  with  him  every  day,  and  at  the  end  of  the  week  the  boy  told 
him  that  it  had  been  the  greatest  experience  of  his  life,  that  here¬ 
after  he  belonged  to  Christ  and  would  preach  the  gospel.  He 
immediately  began  to  preach  publicly  and  to  denounce  the  Communists. 
One  day  he  was  to  preach  in  one  of  the  Baptist  Chapels  and  the  gate- 
man  noticed  some  suspicious  looking  strangers  about  the  door  and 
found  that  they  were  armed.  These  men  had  undoubtedly  come  to  kill 
this  boy.  Two  of  the  foreigners  who  were  there  hurried  him  out  and 
over  a  back  wall,  put  him  in  their  own  car  and  never  stopped  until 
they  came  to  a  railway  nearly  100  miles  awa y  where  they  sent  him  off 
to  safety.  He  is  now  in  a  Christian  University  and  hopes  after  five 
years  to  go  back  to  Shensi  to  preach  the  Gospel. 
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Dear  Dr.  and.  Mrs.  Speer 

We  know  how  stunned  and  torn  your  hearts 


must  be  at  this  time  but  we  know,  too,  of  your  faith  which  must 

be  lifting  you  out  of  the  sorrows  and  shadows  of  this  life  into 

the  very  presence  of  Him  whom  we  love  and  serve.  In  His  presence 

there  is  joy  evermore.  God  has  ordained  that  these  changes  should 

shock  our  whole  being  but,  down  in  our  hearts,  we  know  that  the 

from  one 

transfer  of  a  loved  one/department  of  God  s  kingdom  to  another  is 
not  a  thing  to  grieve  over.  The  sorrow  of  the  change  fills  our 
hearts  today  but  the  joy  of  meeting  on  the  morrow  will  be  all  the 
greater  for  the  separation.  I  would  that  there  were  something  I 
could  do  or  say  that  would  ease  the  present  pain  but  with  God 
as  your  comforter  there  is  little  that  human  love  and -sympathy 
can  add. 

Please  accept  this  humble  expression  of  our  love  and 
sympathy  for  yourselves  and  for  the  sorrowing  daughter-in-law 
and  the  other  members  of  the  family  whom  we  have  not  had  the 
privilege  of  meeting  but  whom  we  love  for  your  sakes. 

,Ve  are  remembering  you  all  at  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

Mrs.  MacDonald  joins  me  in  the  above  and  in  all  good 
wishes  for  you  and  yours. 
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June.  You  chose 
message  to  young 
the  fact  that  he 
deepest  secrets 


Nov.  28-1934  m  G 

Robert  E. 

5th  Ave. 

New  York.N.Y. 

Dear  Dr.  and  Mrs  Speer 

I  was  present  at  the  China  Council  Meeting 
when  the  news  came  of  the  death  of  your  son  Elliott, and  was  a  party 
to  the  sending  of  the  cable, but  I  have  negelcted  to  write  a  letter 
far  many  reaons.  I  know  that  you  will  have  had  so  many  that  it 
will  have  been  a  task  to  read  them  all, and  I  am  writing  now  so  long 
after  the  tragedy , becjttt.se  last  night  I  read  the  thrilling  words  of 
Elliott  Speer  in  the  cbaccala  ureate  sermon  to  Mount  Hermon  last 

that  sermon  for  publi cation, l t  was  a  splendid 
people.  Surely  you  will  find  great  consolation  in 
could  have  said : "May  you  above  all  learn  to  know  the 
of  jrour  world.  May  you  come  to  know  the  God  of 
^esus  Christ  as  the  supremely  important  fact  of  all  life.  May  you  come 
to  know  that  spirit  of  God  which  was  m  >esus  as  the  guiding  power 
of  your  own  life  and  so  may  $ou  go  forth  to  grow  in  understanding 
of  and  service  to  our  struggling  needy  world,” 

He  has\been  transferred  to  a  new  world  to  grow  in  this 
under  stand  inland  will  still  be  interested,!  beleive^n  this  needy 
world  of  ours,  Mrs.  Mitchell  jo^ns  me  in  sending  to  you  both  and 
to  Mrs.  Elliott  Spweer  our  heartfelt  sympathy  and  may  the  God  of  peace 
comfort  you  m  these  sad  days  with  his  holy  comfort. 

You  will  have  long  ago  forgotten, but  we  can  never  forget 
when  our  little  Earnest  died  in  Chenchow  more  than  twenty  years  ago 
the  wonderful  message  of  condolence  you  then  sent  us. 

We  can  only  say  the  Lord  of  Life  and  Glory  has  seen  fit  to  take 
your  son  away  to  himself , where  he  will  still  be  full  of  service  and 
activity. 

11  It  is  a  Qharactenstic  thought  that  faith  exalts  us  above  the 

limitations  of  our  life  in  time , enabling  us  to  view  temporal  events 
under  the  form  of  eternity,  and  if  we  rise  to  this  conception  we  shall 

of  life  with  calmness.” 

know  you  have  found  grace  and  comfort  and  calmness 
all  good, fellowship  with  the  risen  Christ, 
and  wishes. 
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J.  S.  OXFORD,  PRINCIPAL 
23  KITANAGASA  DORI,  4-CHOME 

Kobe,  Japan 


November  1,  1934. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York ,  N .  Y. , 

U.S.A. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Definite  information  concerning  the  assassination  of  your  son,  Elliott,  has 
just  reached  us,  and  I  want  to  express  my  sympathy  for  you  and  his  wife  and  his 
little  children.  Only  a  few  days  after  the  tragedy  occurred,  there  was  a  cable 
report  in  our  local  papers,  giving  the  name  as  ’’Robert  Elliott  Speer,”  mentioning 
the  date  of  your  birth  and  giving  a  few  other  facts  about  your  life.  Knowing 

that  Elliott  was  in  charge  of  the  school  at  Mt .  Hermon,  I  took  it  for  granted  that 

it  was  he  and  not  you,  but  decided  not  to  write  until  I  had  heerd  something  more 
definite . 

While  I  had  never  met  Elliott,  I  had  kept  up  with  his  career  more  or  less 
since  he  went  to  LaFayette  as  chaplain,  and  was  delighted  when  I  heard  that  he 
had  gone  to  Mt .  Hermon  as  Headmaster.  In  the  first  place,  I  was  interested  in 
him  because  he  was  YOUR  son,  and  in  the  second,  because  he  wa s  investing  his  life 
in  the  youth  of  America.  I  had  expected,  of  course,  that  he  would  live  many  more 
years  to  serve,  and  it  is  a  great  disappointment  and  sorrow  that  he  has  been  cut 
off  so  prematurely  and  so  tragically. 

There  are  a  great  many  things  which  we  cannot  understand,  but  at  times  like 

this  I  get  quite  a  good  deal  of  comfort  out  of  the  following  lines  by  D.  Hillson, 

on  Faithfulness: 

"The  very  best  of  us  leaves  his  tale  half  untold,  his  message  im¬ 
perfect,  but  if  we  have  been  faithful,  then  because  of  us,  someone  who 
follows  us,  with  a  happier  heart  and  in  happier  times,  shall  utter  our 
message  better  and  tell  our  tale  more  perfectly.” 

Any  information  concerning  further  developments  would  be  gratefully  received. 
With  sympathy,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours 


P.  S  .By  way  of  identification  perhaps  I  should  say  that  I  am  one  of  the  many 
thousands  whom  you  helped  to  inspire  while  in  college  during  the  early  years  of 
the  new  century;  the  ”Jim  Oxford”  who  was  sent  to  Santiago,  Chile,  in  April,  1908, 
by  Dr.  Stanley  White,  to  teach  in  the  Instituto  Ingles.  I  was  at  the  Instituto 
when  you  visited  Santiago  in  1909.  Since  September,  1910,  I  have  been  at  The 
Palmore  Institute,  a  Southern  Methodist  school. 
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December  3rd,  1934* 


Mr.  Robt.  Speer, 

156  5th  Ave., 

New  York  City,  N.Y. 

Dear  Friend  and  Co-laborer: 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Mission  in  Guatemala,  October  29th  to  November  2nd  1934: 


"Profoundly  moved  by  the  paralysing  tragedy  that  ocurred  in  the 
family  of  our  beloved  Senior  board  secretary,  the  mission  corpor¬ 
ately  as  we  have  already  done  individually,  desire  to  express  our 
very  sincere  sympathy  with  these  our  co-laborers  who  have  been  called 
in  the  providence  of  God  to  walk  through  the  valley  of  tears. 

We  know  that  those  who  have  so  often  expressed  sympathy  to  others 
whose  sorrow  are  not  strangers  to  the  Only  true  source  of  consolation; 
that  those  who  have  eo-operated  in  giving  God’s  Wprd  to  the  world 
are  familiar  w  th  its  use  in  their  own  need;  and  that  those  who  have 
studied  loved  and  practiced  prayer  and  helped  teach  its  simplicity 
and  power  to  the  world,  will  now  be  able  to  im  ke  efficient  use  of" 
these  glorious  helps  in  their  own  sorrows  darkest  hours. 

We  extend  to  the  bereaved  the  comforting  thought  that  while  this  pre— 
cious  life  was  lenl  to  the  world,  he  filled  to  the  full  his  contribu¬ 
tion  as  son,  brother,  husband,  friend  and  Child  of  God;  that  God  makes 
no  mistake  and  that  his  removal  to  another  field  of  activity  was  the 
Divine  Plan,  and _ that  a  great  host  of  co-workers  in  the  cause  of  Missions 
and  a  gj  ea.t  multitude  of  Christian  converts  the  world  over  instinctive¬ 
ly  rush  to  a  Throne  of  Grace  and  Prayer  that  the  tenderness  of  the  heart 
of  God  might  su  ply  to  the  bereaved  ones  a  very  genuine  consolation. 

We  add  our  prayers  to^ theirs  in  sympathy  and  love.  Rev,  14:13.  " 


Mrs.  H.  P.  Packard 
American  Hospital 
Kermanshah,  Persia 
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Bangkok  Christian  College 

1523  PRAMUAN  ROAD 

Bangkok.  Siam 


Oct .28,1934 


Dear  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer: - 

Mrs  Palmer  and  1  were  terribly  shocked  to 
hear  of  the  great  sorrow  that  has  come  to  you  recently  .  Only  peo¬ 
ple  like  you  know  how  to  bear  up  under  such  a  blow  and  may  your  xXxngih 
spiritual  strength  b  e  sufficiently  increased  at  this  time  for  you 
still  to  feel  that  God  is  love.  We  sympathize  most  deeply  with  you 
in  this  great  trial. 


I  never  have  occasion  to  hear  from  you  ,Dr.  Speer, 
but  I  remember  with  joy  my  experiences  under  you  during  my  first  five 
years  of  mission  work  in  Chile.  I  still  cherish  the  book  you  gave  me, 
"Remember  Jesus  Christ" » 

Conditions  here  in  Siam  seem  fairly  quiet  as  far 
as  the  government  is  concerned.  Rumors  are  abroad  that  the  King  has  xhl 
abdicated  in  favour  of  his  nephew  Prince  Chulachakrabongse  who  is 
still  at  Cambridge  and  whose  mother  is  a  Russian,  but  I  don’t  believe 
the  report. 

Mission  affairs  seem  as  usual.  What  is  the  old  say 
ing  that  the  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly  but  grind  exceedingly  fine 
I  trust  this  is  true  in  Siam.  We  have  many  high  grade  Christians  but  we 
can  not  boast  of  numbers. 

Am  sending  this  today  by  British  airemail  and 
I  hope  it  will  reach  you  in  due  time. 

Mrs.  Palmer  joins  me  in  affectionate  regards 


Sincerely  yours, 


and  sympathy. 


)  tlf  (1  '  P  iixh 


t 


it  v* 


Camilla  1153 
November  7th.  , 


Concepcidn , 
1934. 


Chile, 


Dr.  ard  Mrs.  E.E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Ave . , 

New  York. 


Daer  Dr.  and  Mrs.  ^peer; 


Please  accept  our  most  heartfelt  sym¬ 
pathy  for  you  in  the  time  of  your  bereavement. 

Your  Christian  faith  and  interpretation 
of  such  a  tragedy  gives  us  strength  to  face  our  own  trials 
with  more  grace. 

With  all  sincerity  and  prayer,  we  are, 


sincerely  yours, 


At,  hv 


4 


V  ery 


CJi  .  /?). 


»  % 


1^0 


American  Presbyterian  Mission, 

Abong  M’Bang, ( Nkdl  Mvolan), 

Cameroun, West  Africa. 

September  19th.  1934. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer. 

News  has  just  come  through  Mrs . Overstreet , of  Stewart- 


ville, N. J . , of  the  home  call  of  Elliott.  We  are  so  very  sorry  to 

think  of  such  a  lovely  life  being  cut  off  in  his  young  manhood  and  in 
such  a  rude  manner.  We  extend  to  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  and  family  as 

well  as  Elliott’s  wife  and  family  our  heartfelt  love  and  sympathy. 

It  is  at  such  times  that  we  are  g&&d  that  our  trust  is  in  the  Lord  else 
to  whom  should  we  turn  for  comfort  for  such  an  unexplainable  happening? 
Our  personal  contact  with  you  has  been  very  meagre  but  we  know  enough 
about  you  to  be  assured  that, even  though  your  hearts  are  heavy, you  know 
that  the  Lord  is  too  good  to  be  unking  and  too  wise  to  err. 


My  dear  Brother, may  I  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  say  what  I 
have  wanted  to  say  for  a  long  time  but  have  hesitated  because  of  our 
scant  acquaintanceship?The  buffet ings  to  which  you  have  been  subjected 
for  over  a  year  have  been  manfully  borne  and  I  thank  you  for  the  loving 
way  you  have  dealt  with  your  traducers.I  do  not  know  of  anyone  in  the 
mission  who  is  not  wholeheartedly  with  you  but, speaking  for  myself, you, 
and  the  other  good  members  of  the  Board  have  my  loyalty .There  is  nothing 
more  to  say  other  than  that  I  wish  that  our  friends  would  learn  to  be 
quiet  and  not  unnecessarily  give  Machen  and  his  lieutenants  so  much  good 
advertising . 

Mrs. Patter son  and  Miss.Aikin  are  100  miles  from  here  at  present  and  will 
not  return  for  a  fortnight .They  are  visiting  about  30  of  our  evangelistic 
points  while  I  stand-by  at  the  station.  We  miss  our  Dr. Lehman  very 

Yours  very  sincer 


r  in  Christ, 


much  indeed. 
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Zurich  ,  20  October  1934. 


My  dear  Dr.  end  Mrs.  Sp«er. 


With  these  few  lines  I  want  to  express 


to  you  my  deeply  felt  sympathy  at  this  time  of  great  sorrow  in 
your  family.  I  was  greatly  moved  when  I  read  of  your  sons  tragic 
death.  How  distressing  and  incomprehensible  this  must  have  been  for 
both  of  you.  -  May  God  Himself  comfort  you  and  may  He  show  you  by 
and  by, that  “all  things  work  out  for  good  to  those  who  love  Him." 


I  shall  never  forget  the  happy  hours 
and  evening  prayer  I  was  permitted  to  have  in  your  lovely  home 
during  the  outgoing  Missionaries  Conference  in  1929.  Five  years  have 
passed  since  then  ;  and  among  them  were  four  happy  years  of  service 
in  Deir-ez-Zor . -  Now  my  missionary  career  has  taken  a  different 
turn  from  what  I  ever  expected,  but  I  know  and  trust  that  even  this 
my  being  withdrawn  is  only  according  to  God's  holy  will  and  purpose. 
I  am  having  good  days  of  rest  at  home  in  my  beloved  Switzerland  and 
I  am  beginning  to  look  forward  to  new  service. 


With  my  deepest  sympathy  and  prayer  - 
ful  good  wishes  for  you  and  the  work  of  the  Lord, 

I  remain. 


very  sincerely  yours 


n Sonneck” 
Waedenswil 
Ot.  Zurich 


Switzerland. 
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CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD 
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DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  =  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 
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YTER1AW  BOATED  OE 
QM  MISSIONS 
IFTH  AVE 


MINUTES  IN  TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE 

DAY  LETTER 

OBBEW  WYN I B  EWYZB. 


Translation:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert.  E.  Speer. 
Sympathize  with  you  deeply  in  your  loss;  you 
have  our  prayers.  Paotingfu,  Chihli. 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 
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MISSIONARIES  THE  VENEZUELA  MISSION 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  C.  A.  Phillips 
Rev.  &.  Mrs.  Jay  F.  Davenport 
Miss  Verna  A.  Phillips 
Miss  Dorothy  M.  Parnell 
Miss  Florence  E.  Yerkins 


OF 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
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HOmE  ADDRESS 
156  FIFTH  AVE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 

FIELD  ADDRESS 

A PART ADO  294 
CARACAS  '  VENEZUELA 
SOUTH  AMERICA 

CABLE  ADDRESS 

« INCULCATE  CARACAS* 


October  22,  1954. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer  and  family, 
156' Fifth  Avenue , 

Hew  York . 


Dear  friends: 


I  have  been  asked  as  secretary  of 
this  mission  to  express  to  you  all  our  sincere 
sympathy  in  the  tragic  death  of  your  son  and  brother. 

Dr.  Elliott  Speer.  Our  hearts  were  saddened  when 
we  'received  news  of  this  occurrence  and  our  thoughts 
went  out  to  you  in  a  prayer  for  God's  strengthening 
grace  for  you . 

All  of  my  colleagues  join  me  in  this 
expression  of  sympathy,  and  also  in  my  assurance  that, 
in  the  midst  of  the  many  unchristian  attacks  that  have 
been  made  upon  you  personally  and  upon  other  officers 
of  our  Board  of  Foreign  Missions ,  we  have  complete 
faith  in  you  as  a  Christian  leader  and  as  a  servant  of 
our  Master  Jesus  Christ  . 

May  God's  richest  blessing  and  His 
comforting  presence  be  with  you  at  this  and  at  all  times . 

Host 
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S\trs.  Ghas.  9i.  Qittman 
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124  c\i  lu'lioriu’,  §a^tnami-l;u 

Uo^ija,  J;fu  pan 


Dear  Dr  and  Mrs  Speer: 

We  were  all  terribly  shocked  when  we 
received  the  first  word  about  the  tragic  death 
of  your  son.  It  seems  so  inexplicable  and  we 
are  waiting  for  further  word.  There  is  only  the 
consolation  that  somehow  our  Heavenly  Father 
can  make  even  this  into  a  part  of  His  plan  and 
purpse  for  you  and  the  bereaved  family.  We  want 
you  to  know  how  our  hearts  go  out  to  you  and 
that  we  pray  to  the  God  of  all  comforts  to  com¬ 
fort  you  specially  at  this  time. 

I  write  this  not  only  on  behalf  of  Mrs  Reisch- 
auer  and  myself  but  also  at  the  request  of  our 
mission . 


With  deepest  sympathy , your  friend, 
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136  Renohido .Seoul, Chosen, October  34,1934 


Robert  E. Speer ,D.D. ,LL.D. 

156  Fifth  Ave,,New  York,N.Y. 

My  dear  Dr.Spger:- 

You  must  be  assured  already  by  letters  from  all 

^an^Mrsts^ifyo^  ^^S/^eav  ^g^Mr^hodes  and 

1  WiShtMnf  ^rotoerS°haTnothL?d  nor'caH  add^  word 
ofy explanation  as  to  why  such  terrible  things  are  allowed 
to  happen  to  those  who  love  and  serve  the  ^ord. 

In  a  moment  you  have  been  called  upon  to  practice 
at  a  time  of  great  sorrow, all  that  you  have  believed ^and 
nrpaohed  I  am  sure  you  have  found  God  sufficient  for 
such  a  time  of  great  need, and  we  pray  that  you  and  Mrs. 

Speer  and  your  children  may  be  greatly  comforted  in  the 
midst  of  such  am  overwhelming  loss. 

Our  three  children  are  in  America-th e  boys  in 
college  and  Helen, a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  o^  Be-- 
aware  They  are  fulfilling  all  the  ideals  we  have  for  them 
and  are  student  volunteers.  Our  hearts  are  very  lonely  a» 
times  without  them, and  we  try  to  hold  ourselves  submissive 
in  these  days  of  uncertainly , if  any  of  them  should  be  taken 

by  sickness  or  accident. 

Still  the  mystery  remains, as  to  why  those  who  are 
rendering  such  useful  service  should  be  cut  off, while 
others  to  whom  life  is  a  burden  and  who  long  .0  ^released, 
remain  My  aged  Mother  in  Grove  City  is  still  bed-fast  and 
and  her  weekly  letters  for  more  than  forty  years 
ceaseWccIe!  £w  merciful  it  would  seem  if  she  could 
have  been  taken  and  your  son  left  to  continue  his  life  of 
useful  service.  The  hymn, "Sometime  we’ll  understand "may  not 
be  a  great  hymn, but  the  thought  contained  therein  is  com- 

^  r  ^#How  we  wish  we  could  have  spared  you  such  a  great 
sorrow  as  you  are  about  to  ret ire, after  having  done  a  great 
work  in  the  Master fs  service.  What  a  satisfaction  it  would 
have  been  if  on  retirement , you  could  have  seen  your  life 
and  work  carried  on  by  such  a  hoble  son.  Well  you  have  0. her 
children  and  you  have  inspired  multitudes  to  live  better 

lives  of  service.  _  ,  „  .  , 

May  such  thoughts  as  these  be  of  some  comfort  to 

you  and  may  you  be  able  to  leave  the  mystery  of  such  a 
great  bereavement  in  the  hands  of  our  Heavenly  Father  who 
loves  us  all, though  at  times  the  c\ids  may  seem  to  hide 

The  main  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  let  you  and 
Mrs. Speer  know  that  we  have  been  thinking  of  you  and  praying 
for  you. 


Tenghsien,  Shantung,  China. 

Sept*  28th., 1934. 

hr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

3<*ard  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Ave.  HeW  York, 

Fy  dear  Dr.  Speer j-  ~ 

Unofficial  wo  of  the  death  or  your  son  at  ITorthfield 
has  just  reached  us  and  I  want  to  give  expression  to  the  sympathy  Of  Mrs. 
Roiaig  and  myself  for  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  especially  in  view  of  the  tragic 
way  he  met  his  death.  The  report  reaching  us  is  that  he  was  shot  while 
working  at  his  desk  in  his  study, the  motive  and  the  culprit  being  unknown. 
Your  fairh  in  the  goodness  of  Cod  and.  the  staunch  qualities  of . character 
based  on  the  Christian  Faith  are  your  support  and  strength  during  such  a 
trial.  However  it  must  be  a  great  shock  to  have  sudden  death  come  upon  one 
in  the  family  circle* 

We  know  what  it  is  to  have  dear  ones  leave  us  for  the 
Heavenly  home  but  we  have  always  been  prepared  somewhat  by  the  sickness 
continuing  for  some  period,  before  the  last  bseath  was  dreathed* 

While  in  Tsingtao  for  two  weeks  this  summer, Mr,  Magee 
of  the  Episcopal  Mission  when  talking  about  the  Board  made  the  remark  that 
it  was  through  your  influence  in  "public  adciress  that  he  and  another  very 
honorable  member  of  his  Mission  were  led  to  become  missionaries.lt  would 
be  in UTere sting  and  encouraging  to  know  how  many  missionaries  of  this  gen¬ 
eration  have  been  helped  by  you  in  their  determination  to  serve  the  Lord 
as  foreign  missionaries. 

I  have  apprecaited  your  letters  of  encouragement  dur-^ 
ing  the  past  few  years*  I  wish  I  could  say  that  the  other  Board  Secretaris 
had  been  equally  helpful. While  the  work  of  itinerating  becomes  somewhat 
more  tiring  as  the  years  pass, yet  I  am  holding  mostly  to  that  type  of  work 
and  with  it  am  giving  more  time  than  formerly  in  holding  special  Evangel  14- 
tic  meetings  in  the  village  centers  of  the  Tenghsien  and  Yihsien  fields. 

We  had  some  most  encouraging  meetings  in  a  number  of  centers  during  the 
past  winter  and  spring.  Just  at  the  present  I  am  also  carrying  one  class  J 
daily  in  Bible  in  the  Womens  Bible  Institute  carrying  a  little  of  the 
extra  work  Mrs.  Romig  would  have  to  carry  if  I  were  not  doing  it.  The 
Bean  harvest  is  now  in  full  swing  and  the  people  in  the  villages  and  many 
from  the  city  also  are  wholly  absorbed  in  this  interesting  task  of  cutting 
and  threshing  the  beans, More  than  twenty  years  have  passed  since  we  came 
to  Teh^isien,21yrs  the  last  of  Dec,  1934,, and  five  churches  have  been 
organized  and  more  than  twice  that  number  of  Chinese  pastors  have  come  fxum 
the  Tenghsien  Evangelistic  field  and  are  now  engaged  in  pastoral  work. 


Dr.  Downs  gave  us  a  brief  visit  this  summer  on  a  verjjhot 
day. After  attending  the  Jubilee  celebration  of  the  Korean  Mission  together 
we  travelled  together  through  Forth  China  and  on  to  Yihsien  which  he  de¬ 
sired  greatly  to  visit  and  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  accpmiJany 
him, on  this  trip. 

The  pressure  of  local  work  have  hindered  me  from  attending^ 
the  meeting  of  the  China  Council  this  year  and  I  am  rather  grateful  that  I 

^  #  wishing  you  all  comfort  in  these  days  of  sorrow  I  am 


Most  cordially  yours, 

r 


i 


ALLAHABAD  CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 
Allahabad.  India 


October  25,  1934. 


My  Dear  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer: 

Your  many  friends  in  India  have  been 
thinking  about  you  and  remembering  you  in  prayer 
daily  during  these  sad  weeks  through  which  you  have 
had  to  pass.  Please  accept  our  deepest  sympathy 
and  love.  Mary  and  I  remember  Eliot  as  he  helped 
you  entertain  the  out-going  missionaries  in  1911. 

We  did  not  know  his  wife,  but  so  many  of  our 
friends  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  them 
both  and  have  been  shocked,  as  all  of  us  have  been, 
at  the  sad  tragedy  of  his  death. 

Please  convey  our  deepest  sympathy  to 
Mrs.  Eliot  Speer,  and  believe  that  you  are  all 
much  in  our  thoughts  and  prayers. 


Yours  very  affectionately, 


chr/rsl 


R.  R.  Speof 


V  jV  BH 


~s. 


Jpeer , 


156- 5 t h  Ave nue , 

Presbyterian  Hoard,  . 

New  York,  U.C.A. 

Dear  Mr.  Speer, 

I  h-ive  read  with  yreat  .sense  of  pain  and  sorrow 
the  tragic  news  o  ~  the  death  of  iilliott.  I  wish  to 
write  aid  tell  you  how  grieved  I  am  at  this  loss  to 
me  personally  and  to  the  ’work  which  he  had  so  coura¬ 
geously  and  efficiently  undertaken  at  lit .  Her  non. 
f houyh  he  did  not  know  me  very  well  .having  only  met  a 
"cw  times,  yet  1  .have  always  felt  a  very  deep  regard 
-"or  him  .  No  ’words  that  I  can  write  can  convey  the 
deep  and  personal  loss  and  the  heartful  of  sympathy 
for  you  md  for  your  family,  eacn  one t in  this  terrible 
loss.  Y/o  can  pray  the  father  through  His  Comforter 
to  do  what  we  cannot  do.  hlliot/fc ' s  life  was  always 
an  inspiration.  I  always  felt ,  Were  is  i  man  out- 
stand  in.T  and  with  the  finneaa  of  his  face  reflect¬ 
ing  the  trueness  and  purity  of  a  life  upon  which  was 
the  stamp  of  Christ.* 1 


Yours  very  si  no c rely , 


Telegraphic  Address  : 
SoaibauJ’  Jamna,  Allahabad 


U  ‘  QMcl  QoaaaJ 


Official  Organ  \ 

The  Student  Outlook 


Banker)  : 

Allahabad  Bane,  Ltd.,  Allahabad  City 


The  Student  Christian  Association  of  India.  Burma  and  Ceylon 


U/iaim 

S.  W  Savakim 
Gurukul,  KdpauU^'Ma(^'a 
General  Secretary  : 

Rev  A.  Kalla  Kam.  b  a 
“SCAIBAC”  .J*u*na,'M^liabad 
Honorary  TreaSWfir 
J,  C.  Manky,  at. a.,  pIi.d. 
Christian  CoIIckc,  Allahabad  Cit, 
Office  Secretary  : 

Y.  S.  Shkm 

“Scaibac,”  Jamna,  Allahabad 


(  affiliated  to  the  World  s  Student  Christian  Federation  ) 

Travelling  Secretaries  : 

For  Travancore,  Cochin  and  Malabai 
K..  A.  Mathew,  b.a 
“Scaibac,”  Trivandrum 
For  North  India  : 

J.  W.  Sadiq,  m.a. 
“Scaibac,”  Jamna,  Allahabad 
For  Madras  : 

S  J.  Duraisamy,  b.a. 
Y.M.C.A.,  Esplanade,  Madras 
Telegrams  :  “Manhood” 
Telephone  :  2562 

S.  DEVANESAN,  B.A..B.D. 

Tranquebar  House,  Trichinopoly 


1st  November  1934 


Dr.R.E.Spee r, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  U.S.A. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Among  your  many  friends  the  world  over  I  am 
one  who  mourns  deeply  over  the  death  of  your  illustrious  son. 
Eversince  we  have  heard  of  the  tragedy  it  has  cast  a  spell  of 
gloom  over  us  all  here  who  know  you  and  love  you.  Among  the 
many  messages  of  sympathy  that  must  be  reaching  you  at  this 
time,  I  want  to  send  one  from  the  fullness  of  my  heart. 

I  remember  years  ago  when  you  were  visiting  us 
here  in  Allahabad  you  told  us  the  story  of  the  son  who  hao  a 
blind  father  ana  how  he  played  his  very  best  game  after  tne 
funeral  of  his  blind  father.  Tne  story  has  meant  to  me  a  great 
deal  and  has  opened  my  eyes  to  the  glories  of  the  unseen  world, 
and  the  fact  that  sustains  and  comforts  us  here  is  that  the 
passing  on  of  your  son  beyond  the  veil  has  taken  you  ana  Mrs. 
Speer  into  the  unseen  world  in  a  new  way.  May  you  both  be  upheld 
and  cheered  by  the  Goo  of  all  comfort  who  one  day  shall  tear- 
all  veils  away  ano  will  bring  us  face  to  face  with  Himself  to 


P.T.C 


Dr. R. E. Speer . 


1st  November  1RH4 


c.  » 


rejoice  in  the  company  of  our 
be  plucked  out  of  His  hands. 

In  the  certain  hope  of 

I  am, 
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loved  ones  who  can  never 


that  blessed  reunion, 


humble  friend  in  aeepy  sympathy, 
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OFFICE 
of  the 

CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  JAPAN 


it:***********#***#******** 


' 3,  Yonchome,  Shinmachi, 
Akasaka  Xu,  Tokyo 


The  Forty-eighth  General  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Christ 

in  Japan  ms  hel^  Tokyo  on  the  Sth  c-f  October,  1934. 

A  resolution  was  Raised  that  we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy 
in  the  calamity  tlkrfc  befell  your  son  to  you,  who  are  our 

especially  beloved  friend  in  the  Lord.  At  the  same  time, 
prayer  was  made  that  the  Grace  of  our  Heavenly  Father 

be  increasingly  bestowed  upon  your  family. 

To  r-r. Robert  E.  Speer 


Moderator, 

General  Synod, 

Church  of  Christ  in  Japan 


American  Mission 
Teheran,Persia 

'  Oct.  8, 1934 

Dear  Dr.  Speer, 

We  received  yesterday  the  sad  news  of  tne  great  loss  that 
has  come  to  you  and  to  all  of  y  ur  family, as  well  as  to  many  ot¬ 
hers  who  knew  and  loved  your  son, Elliot,  We  are  doubly  distressed 
because  of  the  tragedy  and  suddenness  with  which  the  sorrow  came. 


I  remember  very  distinctly  the  only  time  I  saw  Elliot.  It  was 
in  your  own  home, when  he  was  a  baby.  And  I  recall  as  vivnaly  -s 
it  were  but  a  few  days  ago  the  joy  with  which  you  spoke  of  r.  is  pos- 
sible  future.  He  has  lived  a  strong  and  $.oble  life,  though  we  all 
would  wish  it  might  have  been  longer.  Perhaps  that  wish  is  based 
in  part  on  our  ignorance ,  end  God  knows  it  is  better  thus. 


I  was  much  struck  recently  in  ree-ding  C.F, Andrews!  merno^r  :  1  . 
of  Sadhu  Sunder  Singh  in  noting  that  the  Sadhu  had  desired,  that  his 
own  life  might  not  exceed  in  length  that  of  our  Lord’n  life  on  earth, 
and  the  sorrow  with  which  he  peissed  into  his  thirty-fourth  ye  r 
because  he  had  lived  longer  than  Christ, 


soon 

"The 
19  - 
last 

shall 


Your  letter  of  August  14th  arrived.  I  shall  try  to  answer  it 
enclosing  a  report  of  the  Ettehadiyeh  (Synod  or  Council)  of 
Evangelical  Church  of  Persia"  which  met  in  Sul tanabad, August 
9^  'phe  Persian  official  report  did  not  reach  me  till  the 


33  * 

week  in  September , and  since  th< 
try  to  write  you  fully  in  the 


»n  I  have  not  been 
very  near  future. 


well.  But  I 


vou 


With  loving  sympathy  of  Mrs 
of  our  constant  prayers, 


Schuler  and  myself, and  assuring 
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“STAND  STILL,  AND  SEE ” 
(A  Message  of  Peace.) 


I'M  STANDING,  Lord. 

There  is  a  mist  that  blinds  my  sight. 
Steep  jagged  rocks,  front,  left,  and  right, 
Lower,  dim,  gigantic,  in  the  night. 

Where  is  the  way ? 

“ I’m  standing,  Lord. 

The  black  rock  hems  me  in  behind. 

Above  my  head  a  moaning  ivind 
Chills  and  oppresses  heart  and  mind. 

I  am  afraid! 

“ I’m  standing,  Lord. 

The  rock  is  hard  beneath  my  feet. 

I  nearly  slipped,  Lord,  on  the  sleet. 

So  weary,  Lord,  and  where  a  seat? 

Still  must  I  stand?” 

He  answered  me,  and  on  His  face 
A  look  ineffable  of  grace, 

Of  perfect,  understanding  love, 

Which  all  my  murmuring  did  remove. 

“I’m  standing,  Lord. 

Since  Thou  hast  spoken,  Lord,  I  see 
Thou  hast  beset;  these  rocks  are  Thee ; 
And,  since  Thy  love  encloses  me, 

I  stand  and  sing!” 

By  ELISABETH  ALDEN  SCOTT 

from  “The  Sunday  School  Times" 
22  June,  1929. 
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, November  30,  1934, 

DEC  21  19N 


Dr,  &  Mrs.  Robert  S.  Speer, 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreigh  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  U.S.S. 

Dear  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Speer: 

We  do  not  want  to  burden  you  with  correspondence, but 
we  do  wish  to  express  what  we  have  felt  ever  since  the  news 
of  your  sad  experience  reached  us.  We  feel  the  impulse  to  turn 
to  our  own  experience  which  seem  nearest  in  kind  and  from 
this  nearest  point  we  extent  our  hearts  and  sympathies  across 
the  gap  as  best  we  can. 

Three  times  since  we  last  saw  our  families  have 
cablegrams  brought  news  of  the  passing  away  of  one  of 
either  Mrs.  Stoltzfus  family  or  mine.  Our  utter  helplessness 
outside  the  realm  of  the  spirit  along  has  been  each  time  forcebly 
born  in  upon  us.  With  news  of  death  preceding  letters  as  they 
usually  do  at  this  distance  telling  of  developing  illness  or  as 
in  the  case  of  my  sister  a  letter  giving  the  news  of  the  expected 
arrival  of  a  child,  gives  one  a  sensation  of  having  received  a 
message  out  of  the  future  of  what  is  to  be, with  the  rest  of  the 
family  still  in  ignorance  of  it. 

If  you  will  pardon  a  little  a  bit  more  personal 
experience,  I  thought  over  again  an  experience  I  had  in  the 
Lebanon  Boys*  School  in  1926,  just  before  we  went  on  furlough. 

I  was  taking  Mr.  Scherer’s  place  as  acting  head  of  the  Lebanon 
School.  One  of  the  graduating  class  did  some  dishonest  work 
in  one  of  his  finhl  examinations  We  could  not  therefore  give 
him  his  diploma.  He  was  a  popular  lad  and  before  he  left  the  school 
to  go  home  he  secured  a  number  of  sympathizers m^o  decide^  to  try 
to  help  him.  The  matter  finally  developed  into  a  great  deal  of 
excitement  among  the  students  and  some  irresponsible  conduct. 

I  was  in  my  office  one  evening.  It  was  about  eight  o’clock.  One 
of  the  boys  came  into  the  office  very  much  agitated  and  shouted 
something  which  I  did  not  immediately  understand.  Two  of  the 
teachers  who  were  at  the  door  followed  him  in  and  led  him  outside. 
Pretty  soon  they  came  back  with  him  and  gave  me  a  gun  they  had 
taken  from  him.  I  gave  him  his  choice  of  being  turned  over  to  the 
police  or  wait  in  my  office  until  all  the  students  were  quietly 
in  the  study  room  and  letting  me  take  him  home  to  his  family  not 
to  return  to  school  again.  He  chose  the  latter  and  one  of  the 
teachers  and  I  helped  him  pack  up  his  bed  and  all  his  possessing 
and  drove  home  with  him  that  night. 
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It  did  not  seem  so  serious  at  the  time,  but  as  I 
thought  back  over  it  I  realized  that  it  might  have  turned  out 
bidly.  This  young  man  is  in  Beirut  now  and  I  visit  him  quite 
often.  There  apparently  is  no  biter  hangover  from  it,  nor  was 
there  anything  premeditated.  He  has  always  shown  a  very  marked  emoU 
instability  however. 

I  am  sharing  this  with  you  with  the  thought  that  it 
may  be  of  some  help  to  you. 

?fe  share  with  you  in  your  experience  our  deepest 
sympathies  and  pray  for  divine  comfort  which  I  am  sure  has  been 
your  chief  consolation  through  it  all.  Your  son's  life  cannot 
abide  by  itself  alone,  but  will  spring  up  and  bear  its  fruit, 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


il  $  Jfe 4. 

0 

A. P. MISSION  .  ETAH.  U.P.  INDIA 
Dated  39  th  November , 1934. 


Dr. Robert  E. Speer, 

156, Fifth  Ave. , 

New  York.  N.Y.I.S.A. 


My  dear  Dr. Speer, 

I  want  to  send  you  a  word  of  loving  Xmas  greeting  and  every 
good  wish  for  the  New  Year , trusting  that  it  will  be  filled  with 
life’s  richest  blessings  for  you  and  yours. 

I  was  attending  the  meeting  of  the  General  Board  in  Fatehgarh, 
when  I  heard  of  the  terrible  tragedy  that  had  occured, throwing  you 
all  into  deep  sorrow.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  express  all  that 
is  in  my  heart, and  all  I  can  say, is  that  our  love  and  sympathy  has 
gone  out  daily  to  you  and  your  dear  ones, and  our  prayers, that  you 
may  all  be  sustained  and  comforted.  It  is  so  hard  to  understand 
sometimes  the  ffwhy"  and  the  ^wherefore,"  of  life’s  tragedies;  but 
we  do  know, that  our  Father’s  love  controls  all,  and  I  am  sure,  that 
you  have  been  strengthened  and  comforted  by  feeling  our  Lord  at 
your  side. 

With  deep  love  and  sympathy  from  us  both, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
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(pf  Q  ,  jte^U 

American  Presbyterian  Mission 

Saharanpur,  U  P 


My  dear  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer, 

f*  As  I  write  this  letter,  the  great  words  of  the  apostle  in 

II.  Cor.  1:3-7  come  into  my  mind,  where  he  speaks  of  God  the  Father  of 
mercies  and  the  God  of  all  comfort  who  comfortsjne  in  all  my  tribulation, 
that  I  may  he  able  to  comfott  them  which  are  in  any  trouble  by  the  comfort 


with  which  I  myself  have  been  comforted  of  God.  Faul  wrote  out  of  his  own 


experience  and  perhaps  for  this  reason  Moffatt  uses  the  singular  pronoun, 

though  in  the  Greek  the  plural  iis  used.  It  is  a  great  comforting  passage; 

Hi 

eigltft  times  in  the  R.V.  the  word  comfort  is  used,  i  ©m  sure  that  in  this 
hour  of  your  great  sorrow  you  have  come  to  know  the  deep  meaning  of  these 
words, "who  comforthth  us  in  all  our  affliction,  that  we  may  be  able  to  com 

f or^ others " . 

That  was  my  experience  in  1911  when  our  dear  daughter  Margaret 
was  so  suddenly  taken  away  from  us.  Many  times  you  have  written  words  of 
comfort  to  the  missionaries  on  the  field,  when  some  great  trial  came  upon 
the*>you  wrote  me  a  loving  letter  on  that  occasion  and  X  read  it  once  more  & 
day.  It  was  so  good  and  so  helpful  that  I  have  kept  it  all  these  years.’  'The 
mystery  of  it  all”  you  wrote”!  well  know  is  impenetrable”.  And  then  you  ad¬ 
ded  these  lines:- 


"What  can  we  do, o’er  whom  the  unbeholden 
Hangs  in  a  night  with  which  we  cannot  copel 
What  but  look  onward  and  with  faces  golden 
Speak  to  each  other  softly  of  a  hope.” 

Many  will  be  writing  to  you  from  India  this  week;  many  more  by  next 
week(s  mail,  for  thus  far  the  news  has  not  reached  all.  All  that  I  have  seen 
was  a  paragraph  in  the  British  Weekly  of  Sept.  20th,  which  did  not  give  any 
details.  But  all  who  have  heard  will  be  writing  to  you  and  may  it  be  given  to  % 
to  comfort  you  as  they  have  often  been  comforted-  not  by  you  only, (though  many 
of  us  owe  you  a  great  debt,  which  we  should  like  to  re-pay  in  some  measure)^ but 
more  even  by  the  comfort  by  which  they  themselves  have  been  comforted  of  God. 


2 


He  is  the  God  of  Hope,  and  the  God  of  Peace,  and  praise  Him,  also  the  2 
God  of  all  Comfort. He  will  comfort  you  and  hold  you  fast. 

The  Saharanpur  Convention  was  in  session  when  this  news 
came  to  us.  It  has  been  one  of  the  best  conventions  we  have  had.  The  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  Call  to  Prayer  up  to  the  time°Che  Convention  ifAfc  had  been 

/V  ' 

feeble-  or  rather  shall  I  say,  seemed  to  have  been  feeble,  God  forgive  us 
our  "Little  faith".  He  has  begun  to  work  in  our  midtsf^ The  Annual  Meeting 
opens  next  week-on  the  19th.  We  expect  great  things  from  God.  Among  others 
Hazir  Talibuddin  ftas  received  a  great  blessing.  He  is  fighting  a  great  bat¬ 
tle  against  a  habit  which  he  feels  he  must  overcome  and  is  in  need  of  our 
prayers.  I  believe  God  is  going  to  use  him  in  a  wonderful  way  and  that  he 
will  be  very  different  from  what  he  has  been  in  the  past.  A  few  more  like 
him,  and  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  Church  will  begin.  A  11  this  makes 
me  very  hopeful. 

However  I  shall  not  write  more  to-day.  You  do  not  know, 
dear  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer  how  much  you  have  been  and  will  continue  to  be-  in 
our  thoughts  and  prayers.  And  I  know  that  God  will  answer  them.  A  great 
blessimg  will  come  out  xi  of  all  that  seems  so  hard  and  so  painful. 

"Ill  that  He  blesses  is  our  good, 

And  unblest  good  is  ill; 

And  all  is  right  that  seems  most  wrong. 

If  it  be  His  good  will". 

With  our  loving  sympathy  and  many  earnest  prayers, 

Yours  affectionately 


Your  good  letter  addressed  to  the 
Mission  came  by  the  last  mail. 
Many  thanks. 


?  m  . 


Mrs.  c.  E  Velte 


A  P,  Mission 

Saharanpur,  U  P 
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¥ith  love  from  i?red  and  Mary  looker, -  and 
deepest  sympathy  with  you  in  your  sad  loss, 
which  must  bring  a  shadow  over  this  Christ¬ 
mas  season. 
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WESTERN  INDIA  MISSION 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

V 

NIPANI, 


Updegraff. 


Panhala , 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 


Kol  hap-Ur.-j.Qc.t.,. . ’Ll..*.. .  19  3 ..  • 


New  York  City,  U.  S.  A.. 
Dear  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Speer, 


A  week  a ; ,o  letters  came, 

informing  us  of  the  tragic  death  of  your  son,  Elliot. 


Our  hearts  go  out  in  loving 
sympathy  to  you  and  to  the  bereaved  widow  and  children 
and  our  prayer  is  that  God  will  meet  you  all  with  Kis 
loving  kindness  and  do  for  you  above  tn  t  whicn  we  can 
ask  or  think. 


7/ith  loving  greetings  from  all  the 
members  of  the  Western  India  Mission,  assembled  i~x  annud 
meeting  in  Panhala. 


On  behalf  of  the  Mission, 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


HB/DBU 


MRS.  LA  W  RENC^E,  THIRST©  N 
ADVISER 

C3»  193* 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Your  name  is  on  Dr.  Wu-s  list  for  the  calendar 
and  news  letter  which  we  are  sending  out  but  I  want  to 
send  a  personal  message  to  you  to  express  what  has  been 
on  my  heart  through  the  past  months  of  sympathy  with  you 
and  Mrs.  Speer  in  the  tragic  sorrow  which  came  to  you  in 
September.  We  have  all  been  lifted  up  to  great  heights 
by  the  messages  which  have  come  from  you  at  different 
times  since  then. 

I  have  just  read  your  letter  of  reply  to  the 
message  which  Miss  Moffet  sent  for  us  here  in  Nanking. 

It  surely  is  the  greatest  test  of  faith  to  be  faced  with 
such  inexplicable  suffering.  The  death  of  anyone  in  the 
prime  of  life  is  hard  enough,  as  I  know  in  my  own  ex¬ 
perience,  but  to  have  it  come  in  such  a  way  is  enormously 
hard  to  accept  and  hard.  But  we  can  triumph  only  by 
accepting,  and  we  have  all  been  helped  by  the  way  you  have 

done  it. 

May  the  days  of  the  coming  year  bring  the  con¬ 
tinuing  comfort  of  God  and  Joy  that  will  triumph  daily  over 

the  sense  of  personal  loss. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

J Y)  e 


December  8,  1934, 
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Prudence  Hathaway  West 

August  II,  1930 
September  II,  1934 


"Jesus  love  me  so 


Weihsien,  Shantung 

Dear  /  ,  j  ^ 

Jesus  tco«  little  Prudence  to  be  with  him,  September  11th,  1934,  just 
three  years  and  one  month  after  He  had  brought  her  to  us.  What  a  happy 
three  years  they  were,  for  Prudence  was  always  up  to  something.  She  drew 
pictures  of  elephants  on  our  sitting-room  wall,  and  w’ould  put  awa>  my 
shoes,  open  the  paper  for  me  each  day,  and  write  important  letteis  on  the 
typewriter.  Her  fat  legs  chased  tennis  balls  into  the  middle  of  the  court 
in  the  thickest  of  the  fray,  and  her  soft  small  hands  smoothed  stray  hairs 
from  her  mother’s  forehead,  and  on  hot  days  happily  waved  a  fan,  with 
danger  to  the  end  of  your  nose.  No  star  ever  sparkled  brighter  than  the 
mischievous  twinkle  in  her  black  eyes. 

She  had  been  sick  three  weeks  with  bacillary  dysentery,  which  was 
finally  complicated  by  pneumonia,  peritonitis  and  toxic  heart.  She  had 
had  a  long  happy  summer  at  the  seashore,  and  her  little  body  had  gotten 


brown  and  strong.  When  she  became  iil  we  took  both  children  (Priscilla 
was  less  ill  with  the  same  thing)  to  the  hospital  in  Tsinan.  Complications 
began,  and  on  Monday,  September  10th,  it  seemed  that  there  was  no  slight 
chance,  and  that  it  would  be  a  matter  or  of  an  hour  or  two  before  she 
would  go.  Prayer  went  up  for  her  from  our  friends  all  over  Shantung. 
Many  children,  too,  were  praying  for  her  healing.  I  believe  that  all  these 
prayers  were  answered.  That  evening  and  on  Tuesday,  the  day  of  her 
death,  she  made  a  definite  turn  for  the  better,  had  thrown  off  most  of  the 
complications,  and  was  over  the  worst  of  the  dysentery.  It  seemed  then 
that  her  recovery  was  assured. 

Tuesday  afternoon  she  put  her  hand  in  mine,  and  I  covered  it  with 
my  other  hand,  and  asked  her  if  she  would  like  me  to  sing  to  her.  She 
gave  me  a  bright  and  eager  look,  and  said  “Yes”.  I  sang  her  favorites, 
“Jesus  loves  me,  this  I  know”  in  Chinese  and  English,  and  "I  am  so  glad 
that  my  Father  in  Heaven”,  “Away  in  a  manger”,  “Praise  Him,  Praise 
Him,  all  ye  little  children”,  in  English.  As  I  sang  the  last  song  she  went 
to  sleep,  and  1  went  to  see  Priscilla  who  was  in  another  room.  Tuck  came 
in  and  sat  with  Prudence,  and  after  a  time  she  waked,  and  Tuck  talked  to 
her.  Just  as  Tuck  was  moving  a  small  pillow  to  make  her  more  comfor¬ 
table,  the  Lord  Jesus  came  and  took  Prudence.  It  was  over  in  a  second, 
no  pain  or  suffering,  just  simply  that  Christ  took  her  and  she 
gone. 


was 


As  I  look  back,  I  see  that  God  did  answer  all  our  prayers  for  her 

healing,  for  Prudence  was  on  the  read  to  recovery.  But  in  His  wisdom 

and  mercy  He  took  her  away  to  be  with  Him.  We  know  that  God  had 
her  in  His  keeping  all  the  time,  for  we  had  realized  that  she  was  ours  only 
in  trust  from  the  very  first.  We  had  three  inexpressably  bright  years  of 

blessing.  Now  we  look  forward  to  the  time  when  in  His  home  we  meet 

little  Prudence  again,  and  there  will  never  be  any  more  separation. 

At  her  funeral  in  Weihsien  the  next  day  the  34th  Psalm  was  read 
and  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  was  offered,  and  we  sang  “When  He  cometh, 
when  He  cometh.”  1  hen  as  there  were  Chinese  there  who  did  not  under¬ 
stand  English,  I  suggested  we  sing  Prudence’s  favorite  song,  “Jesus  loves  me” 
in  Chi  nese  as  she  liked  to  do  each  night  before  saying  her  prayers.  On 
Prudence’s  marking  stone  there  are  her  name  and  dates,  and  then  in  quo¬ 
tation  marks  the  words,  just  exactly  as  she  liked  to  say  them  when  we  asked 
her  what  she  would  like  to  sing,  “Jesus  love  me  so”.  Tuck  said  it  explains 
why  she  was  taken.  Jesus  did  love  her,  and  He  loves  us  too,  and  while 
there  are  no  words  to  express  how  we  miss  her  gay  doings  and  jolly  little 
self,  we  know  she  is  in  His  presence  and  neither  sin  nor  death  can  harm 
her  further. 

Priscilla,  who  is  just  twenty  months  old,  is  much  better,  though  still 
in  the  hospital  as  I  write,  and  shows  promise  of  complete  recovery. 


w 


The  past  summer  was,  I  believe,  a  preparation  for.  this  testing.  ^ 
had  two  Schools  of  Life,  and  at  each  I  was  helped  to  deeper  surrender  ai*i 
more  willingness  to  do  Christ’s  will.  Most  help  came  from  the  fellowship 
in  prayer  with  my  friends,  and  from  sharing  what  Christ  had  done  for  us 
and  in  us.  It  was  a  time  of  real  heart-opening  and  fellowship  under  the 
guidance  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


I  look  forward  with  anticipation  to  a  year  of  evangelistic  work  in  the 
country,  for  Christ  has  been  very  close  these  last  few  weeks.  Twice  as  I 
sat  by  Prudence’s  bed  and  prayed  for  her,  I  had  the  clear  feeling  that  He 
stood  right  at  my  side,  and  that  I  could  feel  His  hand  on  my  shoulder. 
Both  Tuck’s  and  my  prayer  is  that  through  no  selfish  grief  or  lack  of  trust 
we  may  send  Him  away,  but  that  we  may  feel  that  Hand  on  our  shoulder 
throughout  the  coming  year. 

Sincerely 


September  18,  1934 
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William  N.  Wysham 
American  Mission 
Teheran,  Persia 


October  15,  1954 ♦ 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 

Cablegrams  have  recently  gone  to  you  from  Persia, 
but  Miriam  and  I  want  to  send  you  a  little  personal  word  to  let 
you  know  of  our  sorrow  and  sympathy  with  you  and  Mrs.  Sneer  at 
Elliott's  tragic  death.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  such  a  thing 
could  have  happened,  and  hard  to  understand  how  God  could  have 
spared  him  from  his  work  here.  He  would  be  counted  as  one  of  the 
very  choicest  young  men  of  his  generation  and  America  desperately 
needs  every  one  such  today.  One  can  only  be  sure  that  our  Heavenly 
Father  knows  His  own  plans,  and  that  in  the  other  world  there  is 
some  fine  task  for  Elliott  to  accomplish. 

May  God  comfort  you  and  yours  as  you  realize  more  and 
more  the  gap  which  has  appeared  in  the  family  circle.  One  wonders 
what  families  which  lack  the  assurances  of  our  dear  Lord  can  think 
and  do  in  such  extremities,  but  we  know  that  the  faith  and  hope 
which  all  of  you  have  through  Him  are  proving  a  tower  of  strength 
to  you  in  these  days. 

We  know  that  you  understand  that  your  innumerable  friend 
here  in  Persia  and  throughout  the  world  have  you  much  in  thought 
and  prayer  these  days,  and  that  we  send  you  our  very  greatest 
sympathy  and  love. 


Qui  ^ 


Norman  C.  whittemore 


SEOUL,  KOREA 
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October  13,  1934* 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  U.S.a. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 

I  am  writing  at  the  request  of  Dr.  McAnlis,  our  Station 
Chairman,  to  express  to  you  the  sympathy  of  the  Station  in  the 
great  sorrow  that  has  come  to  you  and  all  your  family  in  the  sad 
death  of  your  son,  Elliott. 

We  have  all  been  greatly  shocked  by  the  sad  news  which  only 
reached  us  a  few  days  ago  in  clippings  from  New  York  papers  sent 
to  me  by  my  brother,  Howard.  The  suddeness  and  the  lack  of  motive 
back  of  the  deed  makes  his  death  the  harder  to  understand. 

Few  of  us  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  but  we  had  been 
acquainted  with  his  splendid  record  and  the  promise  of  a  long  life 
of  great  usefulness.  Missionaries  of  all  denominations  here  in 
the  city  who  have  known  you  are  expressing  their  sorrow.  Please 
accept  the  sympathy  of  us  all  and  know  that  we  are  constantly  think¬ 
ing  of  you  and* the  other  members  of  your  family  in  this  great  loss 
and  sorrow,  and  praying  that  the  support  and  comfort  of  the  great 
Comforter  may  be  with  you  ail. 


Yours  very  sincerely 


For  the  Seoul  Station 
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TELEPHONE  NO.  3242. 

Jotman  Christian  fiColleijf, 

Xttbote,  3n&ia. 

Dr. and  Mrs. Robert  E. Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  U.S.A. 

My  dear  Dr. and  Mrs. Speer 5 

I  have  been  asked  to  forward  to  you. on  behalx 
of  the  Punjab  Mission  the  following  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Mission  in  its  recent  annual  meeting: 

The  following  minute  was  received  by  the  Mission 
standing  after  which  Dr, J.L. Dodds  led  in  prayer: 

The  members  of  the  Punjab  Mission  have  been  deeply 
moved  by  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.Ellio o o 
Sneer, son  of  our  beloved  Secretary, Dr .Robert  n. Speer. 
Their  joy  it  the  coosummation  of  a  century  of  service 
as  a  mission  has  been  tempered  by  a  brooding  sense  of 
sorrow  and  of  mystery  which  this  news  has  brought  to 
them. 

The  Mission  desire  to  assure  Dr. and  Mrs. Robert  E. Speer, 
Mrs. Elliott  Speer  and  other  members  of  the  bereaved 
family  of  their  deepest  sympathy;  to  record, too, their 
rejoicing  at  the  courage  and  the  faith  with  which 
those  most  nearly  related  to  him  so  suddenly  taken 
from  their  midst  have  met  that  bereaved.  It  has 
strengthened  and  heartened  them  as  they  greet  the 
beginning  of  a  new  century  of  service  in  the  name 
of  Him  so  gallantly  served  by  Elliott  Speer, 


Yours  very  sincerely, 

.  'VL  Q. 

Secretary , Punjab  Mission, 
Presbyterian  Church,U. S. A. 
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